| HOLY WORDS OF GOD

32 - MARTYRDOM

These are the holy words of God Almighty.
We are not interested in the words of humans.
For anybody who loves God... this is what God says about: MARTYRDOM.

Top 3 Most Significant Verses

Truly, truly, | tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a
seed; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Whoever loves his life will lose it, but whoever hates

his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. If anyone serves Me, he must follow Me; and
where | am, My servant will be as well. If anyone serves Me, the Father will honor him.

They will put you out of the synagogues. In fact, a time is coming when anyone who kills
you will think he is offering a service to God. They will do these things because they have
not known the Father or Me. But | have told you these things so that when their hour
comes, you will remember that | told you about them. | did not tell you these things from
the beginning, because | was with you.

And when the Lamb opened the fifth seal, | saw under the altar the souls of those who had
been slain for the word of God and for the testimony they had upheld. And they cried out in
a loud voice, "How long, 0 Lord, holy and true, until You avenge our blood and judge those
who dwell upon the earth?” Then each of them was given a white robe and told to rest a
little while longer, until the full number of their fellow servants, their brothers, were killed,
just as they had been killed.
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Every Verse In Canonical Order - 322 passages

So in the course of time, Cain brought some of the fruit of the soil as an offering to the LORD, while Abel
brought the best portions of the firstborn of his flock. And the LORD looked with favor on Abel and his
offering, but He had no regard for Cain and his offering. So Cain became very angry, and his countenance
fell. "Why are you angry,” said the LORD to Cain, " and why has your countenance fallen? If you do what is
right, will you not be accepted? But if you refuse to do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it
desires you, but you must master it." Then Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let us go out to the field.” And
while they were in the field, Cain rose up against his brother Abel and killed him. And the LORD said to
Cain, "Where is your brother Abel?" “l do not know!" he answered. "Am | my brother's keeper?” "What have
you done?" replied the LORD. “The voice of your brother's blood cries out to Me from the ground.”

Some time later God tested Abraham and said to him, "Abraham!” "Here | am,” he answered. "Take your
son,” God said, "your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah. Offer him there as a
burnt offering on one of the mountains, which | will show you.” So Abraham got up early the next
morning, saddled his donkey, and took along two of his servants and his son Isaac. He split the wood for a
burnt offering and set out for the place God had designated. On the third day Abraham looked up and saw
the place in the distance. "Stay here with the donkey,” Abraham told his servants. “The boy and | will go
over there to worship, and then we will return to you.” Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and
placed it on his son Isaac. He himself carried the fire and the sacrificial knife, and the two of them walked
on together. Then Isaac said to his father Abraham, "My father!" "Here | am, my son,” he replied. "The fire
and the wood are here,” said Isaac, "but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?" Abraham answered,
"God Himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” And the two walked on together. When
they arrived at the place God had designated, Abraham built the altar there and arranged the wood. He
bound his son Isaac and placed him on the altar, atop the wood. Then Abraham reached out his hand and
took the knife to slaughter his son. Just then the angel of the LORD called out to him from heaven,
"Abraham, Abraham!” "Here | am,” he replied. "Do not lay a hand on the boy or do anything to him," said
the angel, "for now | know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your only son from me.” Then
Abraham looked up and saw behind him a ram in a thicket, caught by its horns. So he went and took the
ram and offered it as a burnt offering in place of his son.

Your lamb must be an unblemished year-old male, and you may take it from the sheep or the goats.

You shall not murder.
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Have | not commanded you to be strong and courageous? Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the
LORD your God is with you wherever you go."

Then the king ordered the guards at his side, “Turn and kill the priests of the LORD, because they too
sided with David. For they knew he was fleeing, but they did not tell me.” But the king's servants would
not lift a hand to strike the priests of the LORD. So the king ordered Doeg, “You turn and strike down the
priests!” And Doeg the Edomite turned and struck down the priests himself. On that day he killed
eighty-five men who wore the linen ephod. He also put to the sword Nob, the city of the priests, with its
men and women, children and infants, oxen, donkeys, and sheep.

for when Jezebel had slaughtered the prophets of the LORD, Obadiah had taken a hundred prophets and
hidden them, fifty men per cave, providing them with food and water.)

"I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of Hosts," he replied, "but the Israelites have forsaken
Your covenant, torn down Your altars, and killed Your prophets with the sword. | am the only one left, and
they are seeking my life as well.”

Seek out the LORD and His strength; seek His face always.

Then the Spirit of God came upon Zechariah son of Jehoiada the priest, who stood up before the people
and said to them, "This is what God says: 'Why do you transgress the commandments of the LORD so that
you cannot prosper? Because you have forsaken the LORD, He has forsaken you.” But they conspired
against Zechariah, and by order of the king, they stoned him in the courtyard of the house of the LORD.

But they were disobedient and rebelled against You; they flung Your law behind their backs. They killed
Your prophets, who had admonished them to return to You. They committed terrible blasphemies.

Then Job stood up, tore his robe, and shaved his head. He fell to the ground and worshiped, saying:
"Naked | came from my mother's womb, and naked | will return. The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken
away. Blessed be the name of the LORD."
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Though He slay me, | will hope in Him. | will still defend my ways to His face.

But | know that my Redeemer lives, and in the end He will stand upon the earth. Even after my skin has
been destroyed, yet in my flesh | will see God. | will see Him for myself; my eyes will behold Him, and not
as a stranger. How my heart yearns within me!

Yet He knows the way | have taken; when He has tested me, | will come forth as gold. My feet have
followed in His tracks; | have kept His way without turning aside.

Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the earth take their stand and the
rulers gather together, against the LORD and against His Anointed One: “Let us break Their chains and
cast away Their cords.” The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord taunts them.

But let all who take refuge in You rejoice; let them ever shout for joy. May You shelter them, that those
who love Your name may rejoice in You.

| have set the LORD always before me. Because He is at my right hand, | will not be shaken. Therefore my
heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will dwell securely. For You will not abandon my soul
to Sheol, nor will You let Your Holy One see decay. You have made known to me the path of life; You will
fill me with joy in Your presence, with eternal pleasures at Your right hand.

As for me, | will behold Your face in righteousness; when | awake, | will be satisfied in Your presence.

He restores my soul; He guides me in the paths of righteousness for the sake of His name. Even though |
walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | will fear no evil, for You are with me; Your rod and Your
staff, they comfort me.
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The LORD is my light and my salvation- whom shall | fear? The LORD is the stronghold of my life- whom
shall | dread? When the wicked came upon me to devour my flesh, my enemies and foes stumbled and
fell. Though an army encamps around me, my heart will not fear; though a war breaks out against me, |
will keep my trust. One thing | have asked of the LORD; this is what | desire: to dwell in the house of the
LORD all the days of my life, to gaze on the beauty of the LORD and seek Him in His temple. For in the day
of trouble He will hide me in His shelter; He will conceal me under the cover of His tent; He will set me
high upon a rock.

Be glad in the LORD and rejoice, O righteous ones; shout for joy, all you upright in heart.

The wicked scheme against the righteous and gnash their teeth at them, but the Lord laughs, seeing that
their day is coming. The wicked have drawn the sword and bent the bow to bring down the poor and
needy, to slay those whose ways are upright. But their swords will pierce their own hearts, and their bows
will be broken.

Yet for Your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.

God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in times of trouble. Therefore we will not fear,
though the earth is transformed and the mountains are toppled into the depths of the seas,

For this God is our God forever and ever; He will be our guide even till death.

Cast your burden upon the LORD and He will sustain you; He will never let the righteous be shaken.

But You, 0 LORD, laugh at them; You scoff at all the nations. | will keep watch for You, 0 my strength,
because You, 0 God, are my fortress. My God of loving devotion will come to meet me; God will let me
stare down my foes.

When | remember You on my bed, | think of You through the watches of the night. For You are my help; |
will sing for joy in the shadow of Your wings. My soul clings to You; Your right hand upholds me. But those
who seek my life to destroy it will go into the depths of the earth.
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But the righteous will be glad and rejoice before God; they will celebrate with joy. Sing to God! Sing praises
to His name. Exalt Him who rides on the clouds- His name is the LORD- and rejoice before Him.

Yet | am always with You; You hold my right hand. You guide me with Your counsel, and later receive me
in glory. Whom have | in heaven but You? And on earth | desire no one besides You. My flesh and my
heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.

Blessed are those who know the joyful sound, who walk, 0 LORD, in the light of Your presence. They
rejoice in Your name all day long, and in Your righteousness they exult.

He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the Almighty.

Be exalted, 0 God, above the heavens; may Your glory cover all the earth.

The LORD preserves the simplehearted; | was helpless, and He saved me. Return to your rest, 0 my soul,
for the LORD has been good to you. For You have delivered my soul from death, my eyes from tears, my
feet from stumbling. | will walk before the LORD in the land of the living.

Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of His saints.

Let the saints exult in glory; let them shout for joy upon their beds.

Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding;

A good name is better than fine perfume, and one's day of death is better than his day of birth.

He will swallow up death forever. The Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from every face and remove the
disgrace of His people from the whole earth. For the LORD has spoken.
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Your dead will live; their bodies will rise. Awake and sing, you who dwell in the dust! For your dew is like
the dew of the morning, and the earth will bring forth her dead.

So the redeemed of the LORD will return and enter Zion with singing, crowned with everlasting joy.
Gladness and joy will overtake them, and sorrow and sighing will flee.

Shout for joy, 0 heavens; rejoice, 0 earth; break forth in song, 0 mountains! For the LORD has comforted
His people, and He will have compassion on His afflicted ones.

| offered My back to those who struck Me, and My cheeks to those who tore out My beard. | did not hide
My face from scorn and spittle. Because the Lord GOD helps Me, | have not been disgraced; therefore |
have set My face like flint, and | know that | will not be put to shame.

So the redeemed of the LORD will return and enter Zion with singing, crowned with everlasting joy.
Gladness and joy will overtake them, and sorrow and sighing will flee.

He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, acquainted with grief. Like one from whom men
hide their faces, He was despised, and we esteemed Him not. Surely He took on our infirmities and carried
our sorrows; yet we considered Him stricken by God, struck down and afflicted. But He was pierced for
our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon
Him, and by His stripes we are healed. We all like sheep have gone astray, each one has turned to his own
way; and the LORD has laid upon Him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed and afflicted, yet He did not
open His mouth. He was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so
He did not open His mouth. By oppression and judgment He was taken away, and who can recount His
descendants? For He was cut off from the land of the living; He was stricken for the transgression of My
people. He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with a rich man in His death, although He had done
no violence, nor was any deceit in His mouth. Yet it was the LORD's will to crush Him and to cause Him to
suffer; and when His soul is made a guilt offering, He will see His offspring, He will prolong His days, and
the good pleasure of the LORD will prosper in His hand. After the anguish of His soul, He will see the light
of life and be satisfied. By His knowledge My righteous Servant will justify many, and He will bear their
iniquities. Therefore | will allot Him a portion with the great, and He will divide the spoils with the strong,
because He has poured out His life unto death, and He was numbered with the transgressors. Yet He bore
the sin of many and made intercession for the transgressors.
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You will indeed go out with joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and hills will burst into song
before you, and all the trees of the field will clap their hands.

The righteous perish, and no one takes it to heart; devout men are swept away, while no one considers
that the righteous are guided from the presence of evil. Those who walk uprightly enter into peace; they
find rest, lying down in death.

to console the mourners in Zion- to give them a crown of beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning,
and a garment of praise for a spirit of despair. So they will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of
the LORD, that He may be glorified.

| will rejoice greatly in the LORD, my soul will exult in my God; for He has clothed me with garments of
salvation and wrapped me in a robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom wears a priestly headdress, as a
bride adorns herself with her jewels.

In all their distress, He too was afflicted, and the Angel of His Presence saved them. In His love and
compassion He redeemed them; He lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.

But there are some Jews you have appointed to manage the province of Babylon- Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego- who have ignored you, 0 king, and have refused to serve your gods or worship the golden
statue you have set up.” Then Nebuchadnezzar, furious with rage, summoned Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego. So these men were brought before the king, and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, "Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, is it true that you do not serve my gods or worship the golden statue | have set
up? Now, if you are ready, as soon as you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes, and all
kinds of music, you must fall down and worship the statue | have made. But if you refuse to worship, you

will be thrown at once into the blazing fiery furnace. Then what god will be able to deliver you from my
hands?"

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego replied to the king, "0 Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer
you in this matter. If the God whom we serve exists, then He is able to deliver us from the blazing fiery
furnace and from your hand, 0 king. But even if He does not, let it be known to you, 0 king, that we will
not serve your gods or worship the golden statue you have set up.”
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At this, Nebuchadnezzar was filled with rage, and the expression on his face changed toward Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego. He gave orders to heat the furnace seven times hotter than usual, and he
commanded some mighty men of valor in his army to tie up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and
throw them into the blazing fiery furnace. So they were tied up, wearing robes, trousers, turbans, and
other clothes, and they were thrown into the blazing fiery furnace. The king's command was so urgent
and the furnace so hot that the fiery flames killed the men who carried up Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego. And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, firmly bound, fell into the blazing
fiery Furnace.

Suddenly King Nebuchadnezzar jumped up in amazement and asked his advisers, "Did we not throw
three men, firmly bound, into the fire?" "Certainly, O king,” they replied. "Look!" he exclaimed. "l see four
men, unbound and unharmed, walking around in the fire- and the fourth looks like a son of the gods!”
Then Nebuchadnezzar approached the door of the blazing fiery furnace and called out, “Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out!" So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
came out of the fire, and when the satraps, prefects, governors, and royal advisers had gathered around,
they saw that the fire had no effect on the bodies of these men. Not a hair of their heads was singed, their
robes were unaffected, and there was no smell of fire on them. Nebuchadnezzar declared, "Blessed be
the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who has sent His angel and delivered His servants who
trusted in Him. They violated the king's command and risked their lives rather than serve or worship any
god except their own God.

Now when Daniel learned that the document had been signed, he went into his house, where the windows
of his upper room opened toward Jerusalem, and three times a day he got down on his knees, prayed,
and gave thanks to his God, just as he had done before. Then these men went as a group and found Daniel
petitioning and imploring his God. So they approached the king and asked about his royal decree: "Did you
not sign a decree that for thirty days any man who petitions any god or man except you, 0 king, will be
thrown into the den of lions?" The king replied, "According to the law of the Medes and Persians the order
stands, and it cannot be repealed.” Then they told the king, “Daniel, one of the exiles from Judah, shows
no regard for you, O king, or for the decree that you have signed. He still makes his petition three times a
day.” As soon as the king heard this, he was deeply distressed and set his mind on delivering Daniel, and
he labored until sundown to rescue him. Then the men approached the king together and said to him,
"Remember, 0 king, that by the law of the Medes and Persians no decree or ordinance established by the
king can be changed.”
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So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw him into the den of lions. The king said to
Daniel, "May your God, whom you serve continually, deliver you!" A stone was brought and placed over the
mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet ring and with the rings of his nobles, so that
nothing concerning Daniel could be changed. Then the king went to his palace and spent the night fasting.
No entertainment was brought before him, and sleep fled from him. At the first light of dawn, the king
got up and hurried to the den of lions. When he reached the den, he cried out in a voice of anguish, "0
Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to deliver you from
the lions?" Then Daniel replied, "0 king, may you live forever! My God sent His angel and shut the mouths
of the lions. They have not hurt me, for | was found innocent in His sight, and | have done no wrong
against you, 0 king." The king was overjoyed and gave orders to lift Daniel out of the den, and when
Daniel was lifted out of the den, no wounds whatsoever were found on him, because he had trusted in his

God.

He will speak out against the Most High and oppress the saints of the Most High, intending to change the
appointed times and laws; and the saints will be given into his hand for a time, and times, and half a time.

"At that time Michael, the great prince who stands watch over your people, will rise up. There will be a
time of distress, the likes of which will not have occurred from the beginning of nations until that time.
But at that time your people- everyone whose name is found written in the book- will be delivered. And
many who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake, some to everlasting life, but others to shame and
everlasting contempt. Then the wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and those who lead
many to righteousness will shine like the stars forever and ever.

The LORD is good, a stronghold in the day of distress; He cares for those who trust in Him.

yet | will exult in the LORD; | will rejoice in the God of my salvation!

Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you
because of Me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven; for in the same way they
persecuted the prophets before you.
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But | tell you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for
those who mistreat you and persecute you,

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break
in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and
where thieves do not break in and steal.

But beware of men; for they will hand you over to their councils and flog you in their synagogues. On My
account, you will be brought before governors and kings as witnesses to them and to the Gentiles. But
when they hand you over, do not worry about how to respond or what to say. In that hour you will be
given what to say. For it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.

Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; children will rise against their parents and
have them put to death. You will be hated by everyone because of My name, but the one who perseveres
to the end will be saved. When they persecute you in one town, flee to the next. Truly | tell you, you will
not reach all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes.

Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Instead, fear the One who can destroy
both soul and body in hell.

and anyone who does not take up his cross and follow Me is not worthy of Me. Whoever finds his life will
lose it, and whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.

Come to Me, all you who are weary and burdened, and | will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and
learn from Me; for | am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is
easy and My burden is light."

But the Pharisees went out and plotted how they might kill Jesus.
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The seed sown on rocky ground is the one who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. But since
he has no root, he remains for only a season. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, he
quickly falls away.

The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and in his
joy he went and sold all he had and bought that field. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in
search of fine pearls. When he found one very precious pearl, he went away and sold all he had and
bought it.

and said to his servants, "This is John the Baptist; he has risen from the dead! That is why miraculous
powers are at work in him." Now Herod had arrested John and bound him and put him in prison on
account of Herodias, his brother Philip's wife, because John had been telling him, "It is not lawful for you
to have her." Although Herod wanted to kill John, he was afraid of the people, because they regarded
John as a prophet. On Herod's birthday, however, the daughter of Herodias danced before them and
pleased Herod so much that he promised with an oath to give to her whatever she asked. Prompted by
her mother, she said, "Give me here on a platter the head of John the Baptist." The king was grieved, but
because of his oaths and his guests, he ordered that her wish be granted and sent to have John beheaded
in the prison. John's head was brought in on a platter and presented to the girl, who carried it to her
mother. Then John's disciples came and took his body and buried it. And they went and informed Jesus.

From that time on Jesus began to show His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem and suffer many
things at the hands of the elders, chief priests, and scribes, and that He must be killed and on the third
day be raised to life.

Then Jesus told His disciples, “If anyone wants to come after Me, he must deny himself and take up his

cross and follow Me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake
will find it.

“Look,” Peter replied, "we have left everything to follow You. What then will there be for us?”

"Look, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and
scribes. They will condemn Him to death and will deliver Him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and
flogged and crucified. And on the third day He will be raised to life."
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Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug a
winepress in it, and built a tower. Then he rented it out to some tenants and went away on a journey.
When the harvest time drew near, he sent his servants to the tenants to collect his share of the fruit. But
the tenants seized his servants. They beat one, killed another, and stoned a third. Again, he sent other
servants, more than the first group. But the tenants did the same to them. Finally, he sent his son to
them. They will respect my son,’ he said. But when the tenants saw the son, they said to one another,
This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and take his inheritance. So they seized him and threw him out of
the vineyard and killed him.

Because of this, | am sending you prophets and wise men and teachers. Some of them you will kill and
crucify, and others you will flog in your synagogues and persecute in town after town. And so upon you
will come all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of
Zechariah son of Berechiah, whom you murdered between the temple and the altar.

Then they will deliver you over to be persecuted and killed, and you will be hated by all nations because
of My name. At that time many will fall away and will betray and hate one another,

But the one who perseveres to the end will be saved.

For at that time there will be great tribulation, unmatched from the beginning of the world until now, and
never to be seen again. If those days had not been cut short, nobody would be saved. But for the sake of
the elect, those days will be cut short.

and they conspired to arrest Jesus covertly and kill Him.

Peter replied, "Even if | have to die with You, | will never deny You." And all the other disciples said the
same thing.

Now the chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were seeking false testimony against Jesus in order to put
Him to death.
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Then they spit in His face and struck Him. Others slapped Him

When morning came, all the chief priests and elders of the people conspired against Jesus to put Him to
death. They bound Him, led Him away, and handed Him over to Pilate the governor.

So Pilate released Barabbas to them. But he had Jesus flogged, and handed Him over to be crucified.

Then they spit on Him and took the staff and struck Him on the head repeatedly. After they had mocked
Him, they removed the robe and put His own clothes back on Him. Then they led Him away to crucify Him.

When they had crucified Him, they divided up His garments by casting lots to fulfill what was said through
the prophet: "They divided My garments among them, and cast lots for My clothing.”

Some are like the seeds sown on rocky ground. They hear the word and at once receive it with joy. But
they themselves have no root, and they remain for only a season. When trouble or persecution comes
because of the word, they quickly fall away.
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Now King Herod heard about this, for Jesus' name had become well known, and people were saying,
"John the Baptist has risen from the dead! That is why miraculous powers are at work in him." Others
were saying, "He is Elijah,” and still others, "He is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.” But when
Herod heard this, he said, "John, whom | beheaded, has risen from the dead!" For Herod himself had
ordered that John be arrested and bound and imprisoned, on account of his brother Philip's wife
Herodias, whom Herod had married. For John had been telling Herod, " It is not lawful for you to have
your brother's wife!” So Herodias held a grudge against John and wanted to kill him. But she had been
unable, because Herod feared John and protected him, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man.
When he heard John's words, he was greatly perplexed; yet he listened to him gladly. On Herod's
birthday, her opportunity arose. Herod held a banquet for his nobles and military commanders and the
leading men of Galilee. When the daughter of Herodias came and danced, she pleased Herod and his
guests, and the king said to the girl, "Ask me for whatever you wish, and | will give it to you.” And he swore
to her, "Whatever you ask of me, | will give you, up to half my kingdom!" Then she went out and asked her
mother, "What should | request?” And her mother answered, “The head of John the Baptist." At once the
girl hurried back to the king with her request: “| want you to give me the head of John the Baptist on a
platter immediately.” The king was consumed with sorrow, but because of his oaths and his guests, he
did not want to refuse her. So without delay, the king commanded that John's head be brought in. He sent
an executioner, who went and beheaded him in the prison. The man brought John's head on a platter
and presented it to the girl, who gave it to her mother. When John's disciples heard about this, they came
and took his body and placed it in a tomb.

Then He began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders,
chief priests, and scribes, and that He must be killed and after three days rise again.

Then Jesus called the crowd to Him along with His disciples, and He told them, “If anyone wants to come
after Me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me. For whoever wants to save his life
will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and for the gospel will save it.

because He was teaching His disciples. He told them, " The Son of Man will be delivered into the hands of
men. They will kill Him, and after three days He will rise.”

"Look, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and
scribes. They will condemn Him to death and will deliver Him over to the Gentiles, who will mock Him and
spit on Him and flog Him and kill Him. And after three days He will rise again.”
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Then Jesus began to speak to them in parables: "A man planted a vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug a
wine vat, and built a watchtower. Then he rented it out to some tenants and went away on a journey. At
harvest time, he sent a servant to the tenants to collect his share of the fruit of the vineyard. But they
seized the servant, beat him, and sent him away empty-handed. Then he sent them another servant, and
they struck him over the head and treated him shamefully. He sent still another, and this one they killed.
He sent many others; some they beat and others they killed. Finally, having one beloved son, he sent him
to them. They will respect my son,” he said. But the tenants said to one another, This is the heir. Come, let
us kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.’ So they seized the son, killed him, and threw him out of the
vineyard.

So be on your guard. You will be delivered over to the councils and beaten in the synagogues. On My
account you will stand before governors and kings as witnesses to them. And the gospel must first be
proclaimed to all the nations. But when they arrest you and hand you over, do not worry beforehand what
to say. Instead, speak whatever you are given at that time, for it will not be you speaking, but the Holy
Spirit. Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child. Children will rise against their parents
and have them put to death. You will be hated by everyone because of My name, but the one who
perseveres to the end will be saved.

Now the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread were two days away, and the chief priests and
scribes were looking for a covert way to arrest Jesus and kill Him.

But Peter kept insisting, "Even if | have to die with You, | will never deny You.” And all the others said the
same thing.

Now the chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were seeking testimony against Jesus to put Him to
death, but they did not find any.

You have heard the blasphemy. What is your verdict?" And they all condemned Him as deserving of
death. Then some of them began to spit on Him. They blindfolded Him, struck Him with their fists, and
said to Him, "Prophesy!" And the officers received Him with slaps in His face.
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And they shouted back, “Crucify Him!" "Why?" asked Pilate. "What evil has He done?" But they shouted all
the louder, "Crucify Him!" And wishing to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to them. But he had
Jesus flogged, and handed Him over to be crucified.

After they had mocked Him, they removed the purple robe and put His own clothes back on Him. Then
they led Him out to crucify Him.

And they crucified Him. They also divided His garments by casting lots to decide what each of them would
take. It was the third hour when they crucified Him.

But Jesus let out a loud cry and breathed His last.

and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior!

Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you and insult you and reject your name
as evil because of the Son of Man. Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in
heaven. For their fathers treated the prophets in the same way.

But to those of you who will listen, | say: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those
who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.

But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them, expecting nothing in return. Then your reward
will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He is kind to the ungrateful and wicked.

When Herod the tetrarch heard about all that was happening, he was perplexed. For some were saying
that John had risen from the dead, others that Elijah had appeared, and still others that a prophet of old
had arisen. "I beheaded John,” Herod said, "but who is this man | hear such things about?" And he kept
trying to see Jesus.
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“The Son of Man must suffer many things,” He said. "He must be rejected by the elders, chief priests, and
scribes, and He must be killed and on the third day be raised to life."

Then Jesus said to all of them, “If anyone wants to come after Me, he must deny himself and take up his
cross daily and follow Me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My
sake will save it.

Woe to you! You build tombs for the prophets, but it was your fathers who killed them. So you are
witnesses consenting to the deeds of your fathers: They killed the prophets, and you build their tombs.
Because of this, the wisdom of God said, 'l will send them prophets and apostles; some of them they will
kill and others they will persecute.’ As a result, this generation will be charged with the blood of all the
prophets that has been shed since the foundation of the world, from the blood of Abel to the blood of
Zechariah, who was killed between the altar and the sanctuary. Yes, | tell you, all of it will be charged to
this generation.

| tell you, My friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that can do no more. But | will
show you whom you should fear: Fear the One who, after you have been killed, has authority to throw you
into hell. Yes, | tell you, fear Him!

Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father is pleased to give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions and
give to the poor. Provide yourselves with purses that will not wear out, an inexhaustible treasure in
heaven, where no thief approaches and no moth destroys.

“If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother and wife and children and brothers and
sisters- yes, even his own life- he cannot be My disciple. And whoever does not carry his cross and follow
Me cannot be My disciple.

In the same way, any one of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be My disciple.

Whoever tries to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life will preserve it.
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He will be delivered over to the Gentiles and will be mocked and insulted and spit upon. They will flog
Him and kill Him, and on the third day He will rise again.”

Then He proceeded to tell the people this parable: "A man planted a vineyard, rented it out to some
tenants, and went away for a long time. At harvest time, he sent a servant to the tenants to collect his
share of the fruit of the vineyard. But the tenants beat the servant and sent him away empty-handed. So
he sent another servant, but they beat him and treated him shamefully, sending him away
empty-handed. Then he sent a third, but they wounded him and threw him out. 'What shall | do?" asked
the owner of the vineyard. | will send my beloved son. Perhaps they will respect him.' But when the
tenants saw the son, they discussed it among themselves and said, This is the heir. Let us kill him, and the
inheritance will be ours. So they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. What then will the owner
of the vineyard do to them?

But those who are considered worthy to share in the age to come and in the resurrection from the dead
will neither marry nor be given in marriage. In fact, they can no longer die, because they are like the
angels. And since they are sons of the resurrection, they are sons of God.

But before all this, they will seize you and persecute you. On account of My name they will deliver you to
the synagogues and prisons, and they will bring you before kings and governors. This will be your
opportunity to serve as witnesses. So make up your mind not to worry beforehand how to defend
yourselves. For | will give you speech and wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able to resist or
contradict. You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers and relatives and friends, and some of you
will be put to death. And you will be hated by everyone because of My name.

By your patient endurance you will gain your souls.

and the chief priests and scribes were looking for a way to put Jesus to death; for they feared the people.

You are the ones who have stood by Me in My trials.

"Lord," said Peter, "l am ready to go with You even to prison and to death.”

HOLY WORDS OF GOD 32 - MARTYRDOM



HOLY WORDS OF GOD 32 - MARTYRDOM

The men who were holding Jesus began to mock Him and beat Him. They blindfolded Him and kept
demanding, "Prophesy! Who hit You?"

but they kept shouting, "Crucify Him! Crucify Him!" A third time he said to them, "What evil has this man
done? | have found in Him no offense worthy of death. So after | punish Him, | will release Him." But they
were insistent, demanding with loud voices for Jesus to be crucified. And their clamor prevailed.

When they came to the place called The Skull, they crucified Him there, along with the criminals, one on
His right and the other on His left. Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they
are doing.” And they divided up His garments by casting lots.

And Jesus said to him, "Truly | tell you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.”

Then Jesus called out in a loud voice, “Father, into Your hands | commit My Spirit." And when He had said
this, He breathed His last.

Our chief priests and rulers delivered Him up to the sentence of death, and they crucified Him.

Truly, truly, | tell you, whoever hears My word and believes Him who sent Me has eternal life and will not
come under judgment. Indeed, he has crossed over from death to life. Truly, truly, I tell you, the hour is
coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will
live.

Do not be amazed at this, for the hour is coming when all who are in their graves will hear His voice and
come out- those who have done good to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil to the
resurrection of judgment.

This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that anyone may eat of it and not die. | am the living
bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. And this bread,
which | will give for the life of the world, is My flesh.”
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Has not Moses given you the law? Yet not one of you keeps it. Why are you trying to kill Me?"

Truly, truly, | tell you, if anyone keeps My word, he will never see death.”

| am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.

just as the Father knows Me and | know the Father. And | lay down My life for the sheep. | have other
sheep that are not of this fold. | must bring them in as well, and they will listen to My voice. Then there will
be one flock and one shepherd. The reason the Father loves Me is that | lay down My life in order to take it
up again. No one takes it from Me, but | lay it down of My own accord. | have authority to lay it down and
authority to take it up again. This charge | have received from My Father."

Jesus said to her, "l am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in Me will live, even though he
dies. And everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die. Do you believe this?"

So from that day on they plotted to kill Him.

So the chief priests made plans to kill Lazarus as well,

Truly, truly, | tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a seed; but if it
dies, it bears much fruit. Whoever loves his life will lose it, but whoever hates his life in this world will
keep it for eternal life. If anyone serves Me, he must follow Me; and where | am, My servant will be as well.
If anyone serves Me, the Father will honor him.

“Lord,” said Peter, "why can't | follow You now? | will lay down my life for You."

Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.
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If the world hates you, understand that it hated Me First. If you were of the world, it would love you as its
own. Instead, the world hates you, because you are not of the world, but | have chosen you out of the
world. Remember the word that | spoke to you: ‘No servant is greater than his master. If they persecuted
Me, they will persecute you as well; if they kept My word, they will keep yours as well. But they will treat
you like this because of My name, since they do not know the One who sent Me.

They will put you out of the synagogues. In fact, a time is coming when anyone who kills you will think he
is offering a service to God. They will do these things because they have not known the Father or Me. But
| have told you these things so that when their hour comes, you will remember that | told you about them.
| did not tell you these things from the beginning, because | was with you.

So also you have sorrow now, but | will see you again and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take
away your joy.

| have told you these things so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But
take courage; | have overcome the world!"

| have given them Your word and the world has hated them; for they are not of the world, just as | am not
of the world.

Then Pilate took Jesus and had Him flogged. The soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns, set it on His
head, and dressed Him in a purple robe. And they went up to Him again and again, saying, "Hail, King of
the Jews!" and slapping Him in the face.

As soon as the chief priests and officers saw Him, they shouted, "Crucify Him! Crucify Him!" "You take Him
and crucify Him," Pilate replied, “for | find no basis for a charge against Him."

Jesus answered, "You would have no authority over Me if it were not given to you from above. Therefore
the one who handed Me over to you is guilty of greater sin.”
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At this, they shouted, "Away with Him! Away with Him! Crucify Him!" "Shall | crucify your King?" Pilate
asked. "We have no king but Caesar,” replied the chief priests. Then Pilate handed Jesus over to be
crucified, and the soldiers took Him away. Carrying His own cross, He went out to The Place of the Skull,
which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. There they crucified Him, and with Him two others, one on each side,
with Jesus in the middle.

When Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, "It is finished.” And bowing His head, He yielded up His
spirit.

Truly, truly, | tell you, when you were young, you dressed yourself and walked where you wanted; but
when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where
you do not want to go.” Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God.
And after He had said this, He told him, “Follow Me."

Jesus answered, “If | want him to remain until | return, what is that to you? You follow Me!" Because of
this, the rumor spread among the brothers that this disciple would not die. However, Jesus did not say
that he would not die, but only, “If I want him to remain until | return, what is that to you?"

He was delivered up by God's set plan and foreknowledge, and you, by the hands of the lawless, put Him
to death by nailing Him to the cross. But God raised Him from the dead, releasing Him from the agony of
death, because it was impossible for Him to be held in its clutches.

and arrested the apostles and put them in the public jail.

When the Council members heard this, they were enraged, and they resolved to put the apostles to

death.

At this, they yielded to Gamaliel. They called the apostles in and had them flogged. Then they ordered
them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and released them. The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing
that they had been counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name.
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You stiff-necked people with uncircumcised hearts and ears! You always resist the Holy Spirit, just as
your fathers did. Which of the prophets did your fathers fail to persecute? They even killed those who
foretold the coming of the Righteous One. And now you are His betrayers and murderers- you who
received the law ordained by angels, yet have not kept it." On hearing this, the members of the Sanhedrin
were enraged, and they gnashed their teeth at him. But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked intently
into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. “Look," he said, “| see
heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God."

At this they covered their ears, cried out in a loud voice, and rushed together at him. They dragged him
out of the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile the witnesses laid their garments at the feet of a young
man named Saul. While they were stoning him, Stephen appealed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Falling
on his knees, he cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them." And when he had said
this, he fell asleep.

And Saul was there, giving approval to Stephen'’s death. On that day a great persecution broke out against
the church in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria.
God-fearing men buried Stephen and mourned deeply over him. But Saul began to destroy the church.
Going from house to house, he dragged off men and women and put them in prison.

The eunuch was reading this passage of Scripture: "He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, and as a
lamb before the shearer is silent, so He did not open His mouth. In His humiliation He was deprived of
justice. Who can recount His descendants? For His life was removed from the earth.”

Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the disciples of the Lord. He
approached the high priest and requested letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any
men or women belonging to the Way, he could bring them as prisoners to Jerusalem. As Saul drew near
to Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and
heard a voice say to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute Me?" "Who are You, Lord?" Saul asked. "l am
Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” replied the Lord. "It is hard for you to kick against the goads."

After many days had passed, the Jews conspired to kill him, but Saul learned of their plot. Day and night
they watched the city gates in order to kill him.
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He talked and debated with the Grecian Jews, but they tried to kill him.

About that time, King Herod reached out to harm some who belonged to the church. He had James, the
brother of John, put to death with the sword. And seeing that this pleased the Jews, Herod proceeded to
seize Peter during the Feast of Unleavened Bread. He arrested him and put him in prison, handing him
over to be guarded by four squads of four soldiers each. Herod intended to bring him out to the people
after the Passover.

But when the Gentiles and Jews, together with their rulers, set out to mistreat and stone them, they
found out about it and fled to the Lycaonian cities of Lystra and Derbe and to the surrounding region,

strengthening the souls of the disciples and encouraging them to continue in the faith. "We must endure
many hardships to enter the kingdom of God," they said.

men who have risked their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

The crowd joined in the attack against Paul and Silas, and the magistrates ordered that they be stripped
and beaten with rods. And after striking them with many blows, they threw them into prison and ordered
the jailer to guard them securely. On receiving this order, he placed them in the inner cell and fastened
their feet in the stocks.

From one man He made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and He
determined their appointed times and the boundaries of their lands. God intended that they would seek
Him and perhaps reach out for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us. For in Him we
live and move and have our being.' As some of your own poets have said, ' We are His offspring.’

And now, compelled by the Spirit, | am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there. |
only know that in town after town the Holy Spirit warns me that chains and afflictions await me. But |
consider my life of no value to me, if only | may finish my course and complete the ministry | have
received from the Lord Jesus- the ministry of testifying to the good news of God's grace.
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Then Paul answered, "Why are you weeping and breaking my heart? | am ready not only to be bound, but

also to die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.” When he would not be dissuaded, we fell silent
and said, “The Lord's will be done.”

While they were trying to kill him, the commander of the Roman regiment received a report that all
Jerusalem was in turmoil.

| persecuted this Way even to the death, detaining both men and women and throwing them into prison,
as the high priest and the whole Council can testify about me. | even obtained letters from them to their
brothers in Damascus, and | was on my way to apprehend these people and bring them to Jerusalem to
be punished.

Lord, | answered, they know very well that in one synagogue after another | imprisoned and beat those
who believed in You. And when the blood of Your witness Stephen was shed, | stood there giving my
approval and watching over the garments of those who killed him.’

When daylight came, the Jews formed a conspiracy and bound themselves with an oath not to eat or
drink until they had killed Paul. More than forty of them were involved in this plot. They went to the chief
priests and elders and said, "We have bound ourselves with a solemn oath not to eat anything until we
have killed Paul. Now then, you and the Sanhedrin petition the commander to bring him down to you on
the pretext of examining his case more carefully. We are ready to kill him on the way."

So then, | too was convinced that | ought to do all | could to oppose the name of Jesus of Nazareth. And
that is what | did in Jerusalem. With authority from the chief priests | put many of the saints in prison,
and when they were condemned to death, | cast my vote against them. | frequently had them punished in
the synagogues, and | tried to make them blaspheme. In my raging fury against them, | even went to
foreign cities to persecute them.

For this reason the Jews seized me in the temple courts and tried to kill me.

To those who by perseverance in doing good seek glory, honor, and immortality, He will give eternal life.
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Not only that, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces
perseverance;

For at just the right time, while we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will
anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. But God
proves His love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Therefore, since we have now
been justified by His blood, how much more shall we be saved from wrath through Him! For if, when we
were enemies of God, we were reconciled to Him through the death of His Son, how much more, having
been reconciled, shall we be saved through His life!

Or aren't you aware that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? We
were therefore buried with Him through baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from
the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may walk in newness of life. For if we have been united
with Him like this in His death, we will certainly also be united with Him in His resurrection. We know that
our old self was crucified with Him so that the body of sin might be rendered powerless, that we should
no longer be slaves to sin. For anyone who has died has been freed from sin.

Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with Him. For we know that since Christ was
raised from the dead, He cannot die again; death no longer has dominion over Him. The death He died, He
died to sin once for all; but the life He lives, He lives to God. So you too must count yourselves dead to sin,
but alive to God in Christ Jesus.

For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the
body, you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.

And if we are children, then we are heirs: heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ- if indeed we suffer with
Him, so that we may also be glorified with Him. | consider that our present sufferings are not comparable
to the glory that will be revealed in us.

We know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until the present
time. Not only that, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait
eagerly fFor our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.
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And we know that God works all things together for the good of those who love Him, who are called
according to His purpose. For those God foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of
His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brothers. And those He predestined, He also
called; those He called, He also justified; those He justified, He also glorified.

What then shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did
not spare His own Son but gave Him up for us all, how will He not also, along with Him, freely give us all
things?

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or distress or persecution or famine or
nakedness or danger or sword? As it is written: " For Your sake we face death all day long; we are
considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him
who loved us. For | am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor principalities, neither the
present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be
able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

“Lord, they have killed Your prophets and torn down Your altars. | am the only one left, and they are
seeking my life as well”? And what was the divine reply to him? “| have reserved for Myself seven
thousand men who have not bowed the knee to Baal." In the same way, at the present time there is a
remnant chosen by grace.

Therefore | urge you, brothers, on account of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy
and pleasing to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what is the good,
pleasing, and perfect will of God.

Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, persistent in prayer. Share with the saints who are in need. Practice
hospitality. Bless those who persecute you. Bless and do not curse.

IF it is possible on your part, live at peace with everyone. Do not avenge yourselves, beloved, but leave
room for God's wrath. For it is written: "Vengeance is Mine; | will repay, says the Lord.” On the contrary, “If
your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him a drink. For in so doing, you will heap burning
coals on his head.”
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Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which is
from God. The authorities that exist have been appointed by God. Consequently, whoever resists
authority is opposing what God has set in place, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves.
For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Do you want to be unafraid of the one in authority?
Then do what is right, and you will have his approval. For he is God's servant for your good. But if you do
wrong, be afraid, for he does not carry the sword in vain. He is God's servant, an agent of retribution to the
wrongdoer.

IF we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So whether we live or die, we belong to the
Lord. For this reason Christ died and returned to life, that He might be the Lord of both the dead and the
living.

No, we speak of the mysterious and hidden wisdom of God, which He destined for our glory before time
began. None of the rulers of this age understood it. For if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord
of glory. Rather, as it is written: " No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no heart has imagined, what God has
prepared for those who love Him."

Do you not know that you yourselves are God's temple, and that God's Spirit dwells in you?

For it seems to me that God has displayed us apostles at the end of the procession, like prisoners
appointed for death. We have become a spectacle to the whole world, to angels as well as to men.

To this very hour we are hungry and thirsty, we are poorly clothed, we are brutally treated, we are
homeless. We work hard with our own hands. When we are vilified, we bless; when we are persecuted,
we endure it; when we are slandered, we answer gently. Up to this moment we have become the scum of
the earth, the refuse of the world.

Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have received from
God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore glorify God with your body.

For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He comes.
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I | give all | possess to the poor and exult in the surrender of my body, but have not love, | gain nothing.
Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not
self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no account of wrongs. Love takes no pleasure in evil, but
rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.

The last enemy to be destroyed is death.

| face death every day, brothers, as surely as | boast about you in Christ Jesus our Lord.

You fool! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies.

So will it be with the resurrection of the dead: What is sown is perishable; it is raised imperishable. It is
sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised in power. It is sown a natural body;
it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body.

For the perishable must be clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. When the
perishable has been clothed with the imperishable and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that
is written will come to pass: "Death has been swallowed up in victory.” "Where, 0 Death, is your victory?
Where, 0 Death, is your sting?"

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all
comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the
comfort we ourselves have received from God. For just as the sufferings of Christ overflow to us, so also
through Christ our comfort overflows. If we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation; if we are
comforted, it is for your comfort, which accomplishes in you patient endurance of the same sufferings we
experience. And our hope for you is sure, because we know that just as you share in our sufferings, so
also you will share in our comfort.
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We do not want you to be unaware, brothers, of the hardships we encountered in the province of Asia.
We were under a burden far beyond our ability to endure, so that we despaired even of life. Indeed, we
felt we were under the sentence of death, in order that we would not trust in ourselves, but in God, who
raises the dead. He has delivered us from such a deadly peril, and He will deliver us. In Him we have
placed our hope that He will yet again deliver us,

Now we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this surpassingly great power is from God and not
from us. We are hard pressed on all sides, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but
not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed. We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so
that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body. For we who are alive are always consigned to
death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our mortal body. So then, death is
at work in us, but life is at work in you.

Therefore we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, yet our inner self is being renewed
day by day. For our light and momentary affliction is producing for us an eternal glory that is far beyond
comparison. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary,
but what is unseen is eternal.

Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is dismantled, we have a building from God, an eternal
house in heaven, not built by human hands. For in this tent we groan, longing to be clothed with our
heavenly dwelling, because when we are clothed, we will not be found naked. So while we are in this tent,
we groan under our burdens, because we do not wish to be unclothed but clothed, so that our mortality
may be swallowed up by life. And God has prepared us for this very purpose and has given us the Spirit as
a pledge of what is to come.

Therefore we are always confident, although we know that while we are at home in the body, we are
away from the Lord. For we walk by faith, not by sight. We are confident, then, and would prefer to be
away from the body and at home with the Lord. So we aspire to please Him, whether we are here in this
body or away from it.

For Christ's love compels us, because we are convinced that One died for all, therefore all died. And He
died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died for them and
was raised again.
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So from now on we regard no one according to the flesh. Although we once regarded Christ in this way,
we do so no longer. Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away. Behold,
the new has come!

We put no obstacle in anyone's way, so that no one can discredit our ministry. Rather, as servants of God
we commend ourselves in every way: in great endurance; in troubles, hardships, and calamities; in
beatings, imprisonments, and riots; in labor, sleepless nights, and hunger; in purity, knowledge, patience,
and kindness; in the Holy Spirit and in sincere love; in truthful speech and in the power of God; with the
weapons of righteousness in the right hand and in the left; through glory and dishonor, slander and
praise; viewed as imposters, yet genuine; as unknown, yet well-known; dying, and yet we live on;
punished, yet not killed; sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich; having nothing, and
yet possessing everything.

| do not say this to condemn you. | have said before that you so occupy our hearts that we live and die
together with you. Great is my confidence in you; great is my pride in you; | am filled with encouragement;
in all our troubles my joy overflows.

In the terrible ordeal they suffered, their abundant joy and deep poverty overflowed into rich generosity.

Are they servants of Christ? | am speaking like | am out of my mind, but | am so much more: in harder
labor, in more imprisonments, in worse beatings, in frequent danger of death. Five times | received from
the Jews the forty lashes minus one. Three times | was beaten with rods, once | was stoned, three times |
was shipwrecked. | spent a night and a day in the open sea. In my frequent journeys, | have been in
danger from rivers and from bandits, in danger from my countrymen and from the Gentiles, in danger in
the city and in the country, in danger on the sea and among false brothers, in labor and toil and often
without sleep, in hunger and thirst and often without food, in cold and exposure. Apart from these
external trials, | Face daily the pressure of my concern for all the churches.

or because of these surpassingly great revelations. So to keep me from becoming conceited, | was given a
thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. Three times | pleaded with the Lord to take it
away from me. But He said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is perfected in weakness.”
Therefore | will boast all the more gladly in my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest on me.
That is why, for the sake of Christ, | delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in
difficulties. For when | am weak, then | am strong.
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For you have heard of my former way of life in Judaism, how severely | persecuted the church of God and
tried to destroy it.

| have been crucified with Christ, and | no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life | live in the body, | live
by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.

At that time, however, the son born by the flesh persecuted the son born by the Spirit. It is the same now.

Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.

The one who sows to please his flesh, from the flesh will reap destruction; but the one who sows to
please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life.

But as for me, may | never boast, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world
has been crucified to me, and | to the world.

For this reason |, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles...

So | ask you not to be discouraged because of my sufferings for you, which are your glory. For this reason
| bow my knees before the Father,

As a prisoner in the Lord, then, | urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling you have received:
with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love,

and walk in love, just as Christ loved us and gave Himself up for us as a fragrant sacrificial offering to God.
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Now | want you to know, brothers, that my circumstances have actually served to advance the gospel. As
a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace guard and to everyone else that | am in chains
for Christ. And most of the brothers, confident in the Lord by my chains, now dare more greatly to speak
the word without fear.

| eagerly expect and hope that | will in no way be ashamed, but will have complete boldness so that now
as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death.

For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain. But if | go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labor
for me. So what shall | choose? | do not know. | am torn between the two. | desire to depart and be with
Christ, which is far better indeed.

without being frightened in any way by those who oppose you. This is a clear sign of their destruction but
of your salvation, and it is from God. For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe
in Him, but also to suffer for Him,

And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to death- even
death on a cross.

But even if | am being poured out like a drink offering on the sacrifice and service of your faith, | am glad
and rejoice with all of you.

because he nearly died for the work of Christ, risking his life to make up for your deficit of service to me.

For it is we who are the circumcision, we who worship by the Spirit of God, who glory in Christ Jesus, and
who put no confidence in the flesh-
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But whatever was gain to me | count as loss for the sake of Christ. More than that, | count all things as loss
compared to the surpassing excellence of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom | have lost all things. |
consider them rubbish, that | may gain Christ and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness
from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God on the basis of faith. |
want to know Christ and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being
conformed to Him in His death, and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.

But our citizenship is in heaven, and we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by
the power that enables Him to subject all things to Himself, will transform our lowly bodies to be like His
glorious body.

Rejoice in the Lord always. | will say it again: Rejoice!

Be anxious for nothing, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests
to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds
in Christ Jesus.

Now | rejoice in my sufferings for you, and | fill up in my Flesh what is lacking in regard to Christ's
afflictions for the sake of His body, which is the church.

Therefore, since you have been raised with Christ, strive for the things above, where Christ is seated at
the right hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For you died, and your life is
now hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with Him
in glory. Put to death, therefore, the components of your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust,
evil desires, and greed, which is idolatry.

because you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as your reward. It is the Lord Christ
you are serving.

And you became imitators of us and of the Lord when you welcomed the message with the joy of the Holy
Spirit, in spite of your great suffering.
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who killed both the Lord Jesus and their own prophets, and drove us out as well. They are displeasing to
God and hostile to all men,

so that none of you would be shaken by these trials. For you know that we are destined for this. Indeed,
when we were with you, we kept warning you that we would suffer persecution; and as you know, it has
come to pass.

Brothers, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in death, so that you will not
grieve like the rest, who are without hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, we also
believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in Him. By the word of the Lord, we
declare to you that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede
those who have fallen asleep.

He died for us so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with Him.

Rejoice at all times. Pray without ceasing. Give thanks in every circumstance, for this is God's will for you
in Christ Jesus.

That is why we boast among God's churches about your perseverance and faith in the face of all the
persecution and affliction you are enduring. All this is clear evidence of God's righteous judgment. And so
you will be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are suffering. After all, it is only right for
God to repay with affliction those who afflict you, and to grant relief to you who are oppressed and to us
as well. This will take place when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in
blazing fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord
Jesus. They will suffer the penalty of eternal destruction, separated from the presence of the Lord and
the glory of His might, on the day He comes to be glorified in His saints and regarded with wonder by all
who have believed, including you who have believed our testimony.

treasuring up for themselves a firm foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is
truly life.
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For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power, love, and self-control. So do not be ashamed of the
testimony of our Lord, or of me, His prisoner. Instead, join me in suffering for the gospel by the power of
God. He has saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of our works, but by His own purpose and
by the grace He granted us in Christ Jesus before time began. And now He has revealed this grace
through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has abolished death and illuminated the way to
life and immortality through the gospel,

For this reason, even though | suffer as | do, | am not ashamed; for | know whom | have believed, and | am
convinced that He is able to guard what | have entrusted to Him for that day.

Join me in suffering, like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. A soldier refrains from entangling himself in
civilian affairs, in order to please the one who enlisted him.

Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David, as proclaimed by my gospel, for
which | suffer to the extent of being chained like a criminal. But the word of God cannot be chained! For
this reason | endure all things for the sake of the elect, so that they too may obtain the salvation that is in
Christ Jesus, with eternal glory. This is a trustworthy saying: If we died with Him, we will also live with
Him; if we endure, we will also reign with Him; if we deny Him, He will also deny us;

You, however, have observed my teaching, my conduct, my purpose, my faith, my patience, my love, my
perseverance, my persecutions, and the sufferings that came upon me in Antioch, Iconium, and Lystra.
What persecutions | endured! Yet the Lord rescued me from all of them. Indeed, all who desire to live
godly lives in Christ Jesus will be persecuted,

But you, be sober in all things, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. For | am
already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time of my departure is at hand. | have fought the
good fight, | have finished the race, | have kept the faith. From now on there is laid up for me the crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day- and not only to me, but
to all who crave His appearing.

Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To Philemon our beloved fellow worker,
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| prefer to appeal on the basis of love. For |, Paul, am now aged, and a prisoner of Christ Jesus as well.

But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor
because He suffered death, so that by the grace of God He might taste death for everyone. In bringing
many sons to glory, it was fitting for God, for whom and through whom all things exist, to make the
author of their salvation perfect through suffering.

Now since the children have flesh and blood, He too shared in their humanity, so that by His death He
might destroy him who holds the power of death, that is, the devil, and free those who all their lives were
held in slavery by their fear of death.

There remains, then, a Sabbath rest for the people of God. For whoever enters God's rest also rests from
his own work, just as God did from His. Let us, therefore, make every effort to enter that rest, so that no
one will fall by Following the same pattern of disobedience.

During the days of Jesus' earthly life, He offered up prayers and petitions with loud cries and tears to the
One who could save Him from death, and He was heard because of His reverence. Although He was a Son,
He learned obedience from what He suffered. And having been made perfect, He became the source of
eternal salvation to all who obey Him

Remember the early days that you were in the light. In those days, you endured a great conflict in the
face of suffering. Sometimes you were publicly exposed to ridicule and persecution; at other times you
were partners with those who were so treated. You sympathized with those in prison and joyfully
accepted the confiscation of your property, knowing that you yourselves had a better and permanent
possession. So do not throw away your confidence; it holds a great reward.

All these people died in faith, without having received the things they were promised. However, they saw
them and welcomed them from afar. And they acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the
earth. Now those who say such things show that they are seeking a country of their own. If they had been
thinking of the country they had left, they would have had opportunity to return. Instead, they were
longing for a better country, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for He
has prepared a city for them.
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He chose to suffer oppression with God's people rather than to experience the fleeting enjoyment of sin.
He valued disgrace for Christ above the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking ahead to his reward. By
faith Moses left Egypt, not fearing the king's anger; he persevered because he saw Him who is invisible.

And what more shall | say? Time will not allow me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David,
Samuel, and the prophets, who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, and gained what
was promised; who shut the mouths of lions, quenched the raging fire, and escaped the edge of the
sword; who gained strength from weakness, became mighty in battle, and put foreign armies to flight.
Women received back their dead, raised to life again. Others were tortured and refused their release, so
that they might gain a better resurrection. Still others endured mocking and flogging, and even chains
and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawed in two, they were put to death by the sword. They
went around in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, oppressed, and mistreated. The world was not
worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, and hid in caves and holes in the ground.

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off every
encumbrance and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with endurance the race set out for us.

Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before Him endured
the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider Him who
endured such hostility from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. In your struggle
against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood.

And so Jesus also suffered outside the city gate, to sanctify the people by His own blood. Therefore let us
go to Him outside the camp, bearing the disgrace He bore. For here we do not have a permanent city, but
we are looking for the city that is to come.

Consider it pure joy, my brothers, when you encounter trials of many kinds, because you know that the
testing of your faith develops perseverance. Allow perseverance to finish its work, so that you may be
mature and complete, not lacking anything.

Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will receive the
crown of life that God has promised to those who love Him.
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Brothers, as an example of patience in affliction, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.
See how blessed we consider those who have persevered. You have heard of Job's perseverance and
have seen the outcome from the Lord. The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.

and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, reserved in heaven for you, who
through faith are shielded by God's power for the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.

As you come to Him, the living stone, rejected by men but chosen and precious in God's sight, you also,
like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should
follow in His footsteps: "He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in His mouth.” When they heaped
abuse on Him, He did not retaliate; when He suffered, He made no threats, but entrusted Himself to Him

who judges justly.

But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. * Do not fear what they fear; do not be
shaken.”

For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was
put to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit,

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial that has come upon you, as though something strange were
happening to you. But rejoice that you share in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed at
the revelation of His glory. If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of
glory and of God rests on you.

But if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but glorify God that you bear that name.

So then, those who suffer according to God's will should entrust their souls to their faithful Creator and
continue to do good.
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And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade away.

Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, so that in due time He may exalt you. Cast all
your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you. Be sober-minded and alert. Your adversary the devil
prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in your faith and
in the knowledge that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering.
And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to His eternal glory
in Christ, will Himself restore you, secure you, strengthen you, and establish you.

Do not be like Cain, who belonged to the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did Cain slay him?
Because his own deeds were evil, while those of his brother were righteous.

So do not be surprised, brothers, if the world hates you. We know that we have passed from death to life,
because we love our brothers. The one who does not love remains in death. Everyone who hates his
brother is a murderer, and you know that eternal life does not reside in a murderer. By this we know
what love is: Jesus laid down His life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.

You, little children, are from God and have overcome them, because greater is He who is in you than he
who is in the world.

because everyone born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world:
our faith. Who then overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.

Behold, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him- even those who pierced Him. And all the
tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him. So shall it be! Amen. "l am the Alpha and the Omega, the
Beginning and the End,” says the Lord God, who is and was and is to come-the Almighty.

the Living One. | was dead, and behold, now | am alive forever and ever! And | hold the keys of Death and
of Hades.
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He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who overcomes, | will
grant the right to eat from the tree of life in the Paradise of God.

To the angel of the church in Smyrna write: These are the words of the First and the Last, who died and
returned to life. | know your affliction and your poverty- though you are rich! And | am aware of the
slander of those who falsely claim to be Jews, but are in fact a synagogue of Satan. Do not fear what you
are about to suffer. Look, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison to test you, and you will
suffer tribulation for ten days. Be faithful even unto death, and | will give you the crown of life.

He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. The one who overcomes will not be
harmed by the second death.

| know where you live, where the throne of Satan sits. Yet you have held fast to My name and have not
denied your faith in Me, even in the day when My faithful witness Antipas was killed among you, where
Satan dwells.

He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who overcomes, | will
give the hidden manna. | will also give him a white stone inscribed with a new name, known only to the
one who receives it.

And to the one who overcomes and continues in My work until the end, | will give authority over the
nations. He will rule them with an iron scepter and shatter them like pottery- just as | have received
authority from My Father. And | will give him the morning star. He who has an ear, let him hear what the
Spirit says to the churches.

Like them, he who overcomes will be dressed in white. And | will never blot out his name from the Book
of Life, but | will confess his name before My Father and His angels. He who has an ear, let him hear what
the Spirit says to the churches.
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The one who overcomes | will make a pillar in the temple of My God, and he will never again leave it. Upon
him | will write the name of My God, and the name of the city of My God (the new Jerusalem that comes
down out of heaven from My God), and My new name. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
says to the churches.

To the one who overcomes, | will grant the right to sit with Me on My throne, just as | overcame and sat
down with My Father on His throne. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”

And when the Lamb opened the fifth seal, | saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for
the word of God and for the testimony they had upheld. And they cried out in a loud voice, "How long, O
Lord, holy and true, until You avenge our blood and judge those who dwell upon the earth?” Then each of
them was given a white robe and told to rest a little while longer, until the full number of their fellow
servants, their brothers, were killed, just as they had been killed.

After this | looked and saw a multitude too large to count, from every nation and tribe and people and
tongue, standing before the throne and before the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and holding
palm branches in their hands.

Then one of the elders addressed me: "These in white robes,” he asked, “who are they, and where have
they come from?" "Sir," | answered, "you know." So he replied, “These are the ones who have come out of
the great tribulation; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. For
this reason, they are before the throne of God and serve Him day and night in His temple; and the One
seated on the throne will spread His tabernacle over them. ‘Never again will they hunger, and never will
they thirst; nor will the sun beat down upon them, nor any scorching heat.’ For the Lamb in the center of
the throne will be their shepherd. ' He will lead them to springs of living water, and ‘God will wipe away
every tear from their eyes.”

The nations were enraged, and Your wrath has come. The time has come to judge the dead and to reward
Your servants the prophets, as well as the saints and those who fear Your name, both small and great-
and to destroy those who destroy the earth.”

They have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony. And they did not
love their lives so as to shy away from death.
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And the dragon was enraged at the woman, and went to make war with the rest of her children, who keep
the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus. And the dragon stood on the shore of the
sea.

Then the beast was permitted to wage war against the saints and to conquer them, and it was given
authority over every tribe and people and tongue and nation.

The second beast was permitted to give breath to the image of the first beast, so that the image could
speak and cause all who refused to worship it to be killed. And the second beast required all people small
and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on their right hand or on their forehead, so that
no one could buy or sell unless he had the mark- the name of the beast or the number of its name. Here
is a call for wisdom: Let the one who has insight calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of
a man, and that number is 666.

Here is a call for the perseverance of the saints who keep the commandments of God and the faith of
Jesus. And | heard a voice from heaven telling me to write, "Blessed are the dead- those who die in the
Lord from this moment on.” "Yes," says the Spirit, "they will rest from their labors, for their deeds will
follow them.”

| could see that the woman was drunk with the blood of the saints and witnesses for Jesus. And | was
utterly amazed at the sight of her.

"The light of a lamp will never shine in you again, and the voices of a bride and bridegroom will never call
out in you again. For your merchants were the great ones of the earth, because all the nations were
deceived by your sorcery.” And there was found in her the blood of prophets and saints, and of all who
had been slain on the earth.

He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and His name is The Word of God. The armies of heaven, dressed
in fine linen, white and pure, follow Him on white horses.
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Then | saw the thrones, and those seated on them had been given authority to judge. And | saw the souls
of those who had been beheaded for their testimony of Jesus and for the word of God, and those who
had not worshiped the beast or its image, and had not received its mark on their foreheads or hands. And
they came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. The rest of the dead did not come back to
life until the thousand years were complete. This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy are those who
share in the first resurrection! The second death has no power over them, but they will be priests of God
and of Christ, and will reign with Him for a thousand years.

"He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and there will be no more death or mourning or crying or
pain, for the former things have passed away.” And the One seated on the throne said, "Behold, | make all
things new.” Then He said, "Write this down, for these words are faithful and true.” And He told me, "It is
done! | am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the thirsty | will give freely from the
spring of the water of life.

The one who overcomes will inherit all things, and | will be his God, and he will be My son.

"Behold, | am coming soon, and My reward is with Me, to give to each one according to what he has done. |
am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End."
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