| | HOLY WORDS OF GOD

8? 26 - GOVERNMENT

= These are the holy words of God Almighty.
@ We are not interested in the words of humans.

For anybody who loves God... this is what God says about: GOVERNMENT.

Top 3 Most Significant Verses

Moreover, Manasseh shed so much innocent blood that he filled Jerusalem from end to
end, in addition to the sin that he had caused Judah to commit, doing evil in the sight of the
LORD.

Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the earth take their
stand and the rulers gather together, against the LORD and against His Anointed One: "Let
us break Their chains and cast away Their cords.” The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the
Lord taunts them.

Then the seventh angel sounded his trumpet, and loud voices called out in heaven: "The
kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ, and He will
reign forever and ever.” And the twenty-four elders who sit on their thrones before God fell
on their faces and worshiped God, saying: "We give thanks to You, 0 Lord God Almighty, the
One who is and who was and is to come because You have taken Your great power and
have begun to reign. The nations were enraged, and Your wrath has come. The time has
come to judge the dead and to reward Your servants the prophets, as well as the saints and
those who fear Your name, both small and great-and to destroy those who destroy the
earth.”
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Every Verse In Canonical Order - 419 passages

Then the LORD God formed man from the dust of the ground and breathed the breath of life into his
nostrils, and the man became a living being.

Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man his blood will be shed; for in His own image God has made
mankind.

All these are the clans of Noah's sons, according to their generations and nations. From these the nations
of the earth spread out after the flood.

Now the whole world had one language and a common form of speech. And as people journeyed
eastward, they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. And they said to one another, “Come,
let us make bricks and bake them thoroughly.” So they used brick instead of stone, and tar instead of
mortar. "Come,” they said, “let us build for ourselves a city with a tower that reaches to the heavens, that
we may make a name for ourselves and not be scattered over the face of all the earth.” Then the LORD
came down to see the city and the tower that the sons of men were building. And the LORD said, “If they
have begun to do this as one people speaking the same language, then nothing they devise will be beyond
them. Come, let Us go down and confuse their language, so that they will not understand one another's
speech.” So the LORD scattered them from there over the face of all the earth, and they stopped building
the city. That is why it is called Babel, for there the LORD confused the language of the whole world, and
from that place the LORD scattered them over the face of all the earth.

| will make you into a great nation, and | will bless you; | will make your name great, so that you will be a
blessing.

And God told him, "l am God Almighty. Be fruitful and multiply. A nation- even a company of nations- shall
come from you, and kings shall descend from you."
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"You shall be in charge of my house, and all my people are to obey your commands. Only with regard to
the throne will | be greater than you.” Pharaoh also told Joseph, " | hereby place you over all the land of
Egypt.” Then Pharaoh removed the signet ring from his finger, put it on Joseph's finger, clothed him in
garments of fine linen, and placed a gold chain around his neck. He had Joseph ride in his second chariot,
with men calling out before him, "Bow the knee!" So he placed him over all the land of Egypt. And Pharaoh
declared to Joseph, "l am Pharaoh, but without your permission, no one in all the land of Egypt shall lift
his hand or foot."

So Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and did just as the LORD had commanded. Aaron threw his staff
down before Pharaoh and his officials, and it became a serpent. But Pharaoh called the wise men and
sorcerers and magicians of Egypt, and they also did the same things by their magic arts. Each one threw
down his staff, and it became a serpent. But Aaron's staff swallowed up the other staffs. Still, Pharaoh's
heart was hardened, and he would not listen to them, just as the LORD had said.

So Moses declared, “This is what the LORD says: ‘About midnight | will go throughout Egypt, and every
firstborn son in the land of Egypt will die, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sits on his throne, to the
firstborn of the servant girl behind the hand mill, as well as the firstborn of all the cattle. Then a great cry
will go out over all the land of Egypt. Such an outcry has never been heard before and will never be heard
again. But among all the Israelites, not even a dog will snarl at man or beast. Then you will know that the
LORD makes a distinction between Egypt and Israel. And all these officials of yours will come and bow
before me, saying, ‘Go, you and all the people who follow you! After that, | will depart.” And hot with
anger, Moses left Pharaoh's presence.

Now at midnight the LORD struck down every firstborn male in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of
Pharaoh, who sat on his throne, to the firstborn of the prisoner in the dungeon, as well as all the firstborn
among the livestock. During the night Pharaoh got up- he and all his officials and all the Egyptians- and
there was loud wailing in Egypt; for there was no house without someone dead.

The LORD will reign forever and ever!”
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Now listen to me; | will give you some advice, and may God be with you. You must be the people’'s
representative before God and bring their causes to Him. Teach them the statutes and laws, and show
them the way to live and the work they must do. Furthermore, select capable men from among the
people- God-fearing, trustworthy men who are averse to dishonest gain. Appoint them over the people as
leaders of thousands, of hundreds, of fifties, and of tens. Have these men judge the people at all times.
Then they can bring you any major issue, but all minor cases they can judge on their own, so that your
load may be lightened as they share it with you.

So Moses chose capable men from all Israel and made them heads over the people as leaders of
thousands, of hundreds, of fifties, and of tens. And they judged the people at all times; they would bring
the difficult cases to Moses, but any minor issue they would judge themselves.

And unto Me you shall be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. These are the words that you are to
speak to the Israelites.” So Moses went back and summoned the elders of the people and set before them
all these words that the LORD had commanded him.

You must not blaspheme God or curse the ruler of your people.

Do not defile yourselves by any of these practices, for by all these things the nations | am driving out
before you have defiled themselves. Even the land has become defiled, so | am punishing it for its sin, and
the land will vomit out its inhabitants. But you are to keep My statutes and ordinances, and you must not
commit any of these abominations- neither your native-born nor the foreigner who lives among you. For
the men who were in the land before you committed all these abominations, and the land has become
defiled. So if you defile the land, it will vomit you out as it spewed out the nations before you.

You are therefore to keep all My statutes and ordinances, so that the land where | am bringing you to live
will not vomit you out. You must not follow the statutes of the nations | am driving out before you.
Because they did all these things, | abhorred them. But | have told you that you will inherit their land,
since | will give it to you as an inheritance- a land flowing with milk and honey. | am the LORD your God,
who has set you apart from the peoples.

These are the statutes, ordinances, and laws that the LORD established between Himself and the
Israelites through Moses on Mount Sinai.
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When you enter the land that the LORD your God is giving you and have taken possession of it and settled
init, and you say, "Let us set a king over us like all the nations around us,” you are to appoint over
yourselves the king whom the LORD your God shall choose. Appoint a king from among your brothers;
you are not to set over yourselves a foreigner who is not one of your brothers. But the king must not
acquire many horses for himself or send the people back to Egypt to acquire more horses, for the LORD
has said, 'You are never to go back that way again. He must not take many wives for himself, lest his
heart go astray. He must not accumulate for himself large amounts of silver and gold.

When he is seated on his royal throne, he must write for himself a copy of this instruction on a scroll in
the presence of the Levitical priests. It is to remain with him, and he is to read from it all the days of his
life, so that he may learn to fear the LORD his God by carefully observing all the words of this instruction
and these statutes. Then his heart will not be exalted above his countrymen, and he will not turn aside
from the commandment, to the right or to the left, in order that he and his sons may reign many years
over his kingdom in Israel.

When the Most High gave the nations their inheritance, when He divided the sons of man, He set the
boundaries of the peoples according to the number of the sons of God.

Then the Israelites said to Gideon, "Rule over us- you and your son and grandson- for you have saved us
from the hand of Midian.” But Gideon replied, “l will not rule over you, nor will my son. The LORD shall rule
over you."

In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes.

When Samuel grew old, he appointed his sons as judges over Israel. The name of his firstborn son was
Joel, and the name of his second was Abijah. They were judges in Beersheba. But his sons did not walk in
his ways; they turned aside toward dishonest gain, accepting bribes and perverting justice.

But when they said, “Give us a king to judge us," their demand was displeasing in the sight of Samuel; so
he prayed to the LORD. And the LORD said to Samuel, "Listen to the voice of the people in all that they say
to you. For it is not you they have rejected, but they have rejected Me as their king.
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Now listen to them, but you must solemnly warn them and show them the manner of the king who will
reign over them.” So Samuel spoke all the words of the LORD to the people who were asking him for a
king. He said, “This will be the manner of the king who will reign over you: He will take your sons and
appoint them to his own chariots and horses, to run in front of his chariots. He will appoint some for
himself as commanders of thousands and of fifties, and others to plow his ground, to reap his harvest, to
make his weapons of war, and to equip his chariots. And he will take your daughters to be perfumers,
cooks, and bakers. He will take the best of your fields and vineyards and olive groves and give them to his
servants. He will take a tenth of your grain and grape harvest and give it to his officials and servants. And
he will take your menservants and maidservants and your best cattle and donkeys and put them to his
own use. He will take a tenth of your flocks, and you yourselves will become his slaves. When that day
comes, you will beg for relief from the king you have chosen, but the LORD will not answer you on that
day.”

Nevertheless, the people refused to listen to Samuel. “No!" they said. "We must have a king over us. Then
we will be like all the other nations, with a king to judge us, to go out before us, and to fight our battles.”

When Samuel saw Saul, the LORD told him, “Here is the man of whom | spoke; he shall rule over My
people.”

Then Samuel took a flask of oil, poured it on Saul's head, kissed him, and said, "Has not the LORD anointed
you ruler over His inheritance?

But today you have rejected your God, who saves you from all your troubles and afflictions, and you have
said to Him, 'No, set a king over us.' Now therefore present yourselves before the LORD by your tribes and
clans.”

Samuel said to all the people, “Do you see the one the LORD has chosen? There is no one like him among
all the people.” And all the people shouted, “Long live the king!" Then Samuel explained to the people the
rights of kingship. He wrote them on a scroll and laid it up before the LORD. And Samuel sent all the
people away, each to his own home.
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Saul also went to his home in Gibeah, and the men of valor whose hearts God had touched went with him.
But some worthless men said, "How can this man save us?" So they despised him and brought him no
gifts; but Saul remained silent about it.

When Saul heard their words, the Spirit of God rushed upon him, and he burned with great anger. He took
a pair of oxen, cut them into pieces, and sent them by messengers throughout the land of Israel,
proclaiming, "This is what will be done to the oxen of anyone who does not march behind Saul and
Samuel.” Then the terror of the LORD fell upon the people, and they turned out as one man.

Then the people said to Samuel, "Who said that Saul should not reign over us? Bring those men here so
we can kill them!"

So all the people went to Gilgal and confirmed Saul as king in the presence of the LORD. There they
sacrificed peace offerings before the LORD, and Saul and all the Israelites rejoiced greatly.

But when you saw that Nahash king of the Ammonites was moving against you, you said to me, 'No, we
must have a king to rule over us'- even though the LORD your God was your king. Now here is the king you
have chosen, the one you requested. Behold, the LORD has placed a king over you. If you fear the LORD
and serve Him and obey His voice, and if you do not rebel against the command of the LORD, and if both
you and the king who reigns over you follow the LORD your God, then all will be well. But if you disobey
the LORD and rebel against His command, then the hand of the LORD will be against you as it was against
your fathers.

They pleaded with Samuel, "Pray to the LORD your God for your servants so that we will not die! For we
have added to all our sins the evil of asking for a king.” "Do not be afraid,” Samuel replied. "Even though
you have committed all this evil, do not turn aside from following the LORD, but serve the LORD with all
your heart.

But if you persist in doing evil, both you and your king will be swept away."
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And Saul waited seven days for the time appointed by Samuel, but Samuel did not come to Gilgal, and the
troops began to desert Saul. So he said, "Bring me the burnt offering and the peace offerings.” And he
offered up the burnt offering. Just as he finished offering the burnt offering, Samuel arrived, and Saul
went out to greet him. "What have you done?” Samuel asked. And Saul replied, "When | saw that the
troops were deserting me, and that you did not come at the appointed time and the Philistines were
gathering at Michmash, | thought, ‘Now the Philistines will descend upon me at Gilgal, and | have not
sought the favor of the LORD.  So | felt compelled to offer the burnt offering.” "You have acted foolishly,”
Samuel declared. "You have not kept the command that the LORD your God gave you; if you had, the
LORD would have established your kingdom over Israel for all time. But now your kingdom will not
endure; the LORD has sought a man after His own heart and appointed him ruler over His people, because
you have not kept the command of the LORD."

But Samuel declared: "Does the LORD delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as in obedience to
His voice? Behold, obedience is better than sacrifice, and attentiveness is better than the fat of rams. For
rebellion is like the sin of divination, and arrogance is like the wickedness of idolatry. Because you have
rejected the word of the LORD, He has rejected you as king."

Then Saul said to Samuel, I have sinned; | have transgressed the LORD's commandment and your
instructions, because | feared the people and obeyed their voice. Now therefore, please forgive my sin
and return with me so | can worship the LORD." *l will not return with you,” Samuel replied. “For you have
rejected the word of the LORD, and He has rejected you as king over Israel.”

So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and the Spirit of the
LORD rushed upon David from that day forward. Then Samuel set out and went to Ramah.

Afterward, David's conscience was stricken because he had cut off the corner of Saul's robe. So he said to
his men, "“The LORD forbid that | should do such a thing to my master, the LORD's anointed. May | never lift
my hand against him, since he is the LORD's anointed.” With these words David restrained his men, and he
did not let them rise up against Saul. Then Saul left the cave and went on his way. After that, David got up,
went out of the cave, and called out to Saul, "My lord the king!" When Saul looked behind him, David
bowed facedown in reverence
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Now | know for sure that you will be king, and that the kingdom of Israel will be established in your hands.
So now, swear to me by the LORD that you will not cut off my descendants or wipe out my name from my
father's house.” So David gave his oath to Saul. Then Saul returned home, but David and his men went up
to the stronghold.

But David said to Abishai, "Do not destroy him, for who can lift a hand against the LORD's anointed and be
guiltless?” David added, “As surely as the LORD lives, the LORD Himself will strike him down; either his day
will come and he will die, or he will go into battle and perish. But the LORD forbid that | should stretch out
my hand against the LORD's anointed. Instead, take the spear and water jug by his head, and let us go." So
David took the spear and water jug by Saul's head, and they departed. No one saw them or knew about it,
nor did anyone wake up; they all remained asleep, because a deep sleep from the LORD had fallen on
them.

So David asked him, "Why were you not afraid to lift your hand to destroy the LORD's anointed?” Then
David summoned one of the young men and said, "Go, execute him!" So the young man struck him down,
and he died. For David had said to the Amalekite, “Your blood be on your own head because your own
mouth has testified against you, saying, | killed the LORD's anointed.”

Then the men of Judah came to Hebron, and there they anointed David king over the house of Judah.
And they told David, "It was the men of Jabesh-gilead who buried Saul.”

And when your days are fulfilled and you rest with your fathers, | will raise up your descendant after you,
who will come from your own body, and | will establish his kingdom. He will build a house for My Name,
and | will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. | will be his Father, and he will be My son. When he
does wrong, | will discipline him with the rod of men and with the blows of the sons of men. But My loving
devotion will never be removed from him as | removed it from Saul, whom | moved out of your way. Your
house and kingdom will endure forever before Me, and your throne will be established forever.” So
Nathan relayed to David all the words of this entire vision.

Thus David reigned over all Israel and administered justice and righteousness for all his people:

The God of Israel spoke; the Rock of Israel said to me, 'He who rules the people with justice, who rules in
the fear of God,
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So the king was told, “Nathan the prophet is here.” And Nathan went in and bowed facedown before the
king.

Zadok the priest took the horn of oil from the tabernacle and anointed Solomon. Then they blew the
ram'’s horn, and all the people proclaimed, "Long live King Solomon!” All the people followed him, playing
flutes and rejoicing with such a great joy that the earth was split by the sound.

And Solomon loved the LORD and walked in the statutes of his father David, except that he sacrificed and
burned incense on the high places. Now the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for it was the great
high place. Solomon offered a thousand burnt offerings on the altar there.

One night at Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream, and God said, "Ask, and | will give it to
you!" Solomon replied, "You have shown much loving devotion to Your servant, my father David, because
he walked before You in faithfulness, righteousness, and uprightness of heart. And You have maintained
this loving devotion by giving him a son to sit on his throne this very day. And now, 0 LORD my God, You
have made Your servant king in my father David's place. But | am only a little child, not knowing how to go
out or come in. Your servant is here among the people You have chosen, a people too numerous to count
or number. Therefore give Your servant an understanding heart to judge Your people and to discern
between good and evil. For who is able to govern this great people of Yours?" Now it pleased the Lord that
Solomon had made this request. So God said to him, "Since you have asked for this instead of requesting
long life or wealth for yourself or death for your enemies- but you have asked for discernment to
administer justice- behold, | will do what you have asked. | will give you a wise and discerning heart, so
that there has never been nor will ever be another like you. Moreover, | will give you what you did not
request- both riches and honor- so that during all your days no man in any kingdom will be your equal. So
if you walk in My ways and keep My statutes and commandments, just as your father David did, | will
prolong your days."

Then Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in front of the whole assembly of Israel, spread out his
hands toward heaven, and said: "0 LORD, God of Israel, there is no God like You in heaven above or on
earth below, keeping Your covenant of loving devotion with Your servants who walk before You with all
their hearts.

So King Solomon surpassed all the kings of the earth in riches and wisdom.
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King Solomon, however, loved many foreign women along with the daughter of Pharaoh- women of
Moab, Ammon, Edom, and Sidon, as well as Hittite women. These women were from the nations about
which the LORD had told the Israelites, "You must not intermarry with them, for surely they will turn your
hearts after their gods.” Yet Solomon clung to these women in love. He had seven hundred wives of royal
birth and three hundred concubines- and his wives turned his heart away. For when Solomon grew old,
his wives turned his heart after other gods, and he was not wholeheartedly devoted to the LORD his God,
as his father David had been. Solomon followed Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians and Milcom the
abomination of the Ammonites. So Solomon did evil in the sight of the LORD; unlike his father David, he
did not follow the LORD completely. At that time on a hill east of Jerusalem, Solomon built a high place
for Chemosh the abomination of Moab and for Molech the abomination of the Ammonites. He did the
same for all his foreign wives, who burned incense and sacrificed to their gods.

Now the LORD grew angry with Solomon, because his heart had turned away from the LORD, the God of
Israel, who had appeared to him twice. Although He had warned Solomon explicitly not to follow other
gods, Solomon did not keep the LORD's command. Then the LORD said to Solomon, "Because you have
done this and have not kept My covenant and My statutes, which | have commanded you, | will tear the
kingdom away from you and give it to your servant.

After three days, Jeroboam and all the people returned to Rehoboam, since the king had said, "Come
back to me on the third day.” And the king answered the people harshly. He rejected the advice of the
elders and spoke to them as the young men had advised, saying, "Whereas my father made your yoke
heavy, | will add to your yoke. Whereas my father scourged you with whips, | will scourge you with
scorpions.”

Jeroboam also built shrines on the high places and appointed from every class of people priests who
were not Levites. And Jeroboam ordained a feast on the fifteenth day of the eighth month, like the feast
that was in Judah, and he offered sacrifices on the altar; he made this offering in Bethel to sacrifice to the
calves he had set up, and he installed priests in Bethel for the high places he had set up.

Now when King Jeroboam, who was at the altar in Bethel, heard the word that the man of God had cried
out against it, he stretched out his hand and said, "Seize him!" But the hand he stretched out toward him
withered, so that he could not pull it back. And the altar was split apart, and the ashes poured out,
according to the sign that the man of God had given by the word of the LORD.

HOLY WORDS OF GOD 26 - GOVERNMENT



HOLY WORDS OF GOD 26 - GOVERNMENT

Even after these events, Jeroboam did not repent of his evil ways, but again he appointed priests for the
high places from every class of people. He ordained anyone who desired to be a priest of the high places.
And this was the sin of the house of Jeroboam that led to its extermination and destruction from the face
of the earth.

You have done more evil than all who came before you. You have proceeded to make for yourself other
gods and molten images to provoke Me, and you have flung Me behind your back. Because of all this,
behold, | am bringing disaster on the house of Jeroboam: | will cut off from Jeroboam every male, both
slave and free, in Israel; | will burn up the house of Jeroboam as one burns up dung until it is gone!

So He will give Israel over on account of the sins Jeroboam has committed and has caused Israel to
commit.”

In the eighteenth year of the reign of Jeroboam son of Nebat, Abijam became king of Judah, and he
reigned in Jerusalem three years. His mother's name was Maacah daughter of Abishalom. And Abijam

walked in all the sins that his father before him had committed, and his heart was not as fully devoted to
the LORD his God as the heart of David his forefather had been.

And Asa did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, as his father David had done. He banished the male
shrine prostitutes from the land and removed all the idols that his fathers had made. He also removed his
grandmother Maacah from her position as queen mother because she had made a detestable Asherah
pole. Asa chopped down the pole and burned it in the Kidron Valley. The high places were not removed,
but Asa’s heart was fully devoted to the LORD all his days.

In the second year of Asa’s reign over Judah, Nadab son of Jeroboam became king of Israel, and he
reigned two years. And he did evil in the sight of the LORD and walked in the way of his father and in his
sin, which he had caused Israel to commit.

because of the sins Jeroboam had committed and had caused Israel to commit, and because he had
provoked the LORD, the God of Israel, to anger.
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In the third year of Asa's reign over Judah, Baasha son of Ahijah became king of all Israel, and he reigned
in Tirzah twenty-four years. And Baasha did evil in the sight of the LORD and walked in the way of
Jeroboam and in his sin, which he had caused Israel to commit.

Anyone belonging to Baasha who dies in the city will be eaten by dogs, and anyone who dies in the field
will be eaten by the birds of the air."

Moreover, the word of the LORD came through the prophet Jehu son of Hanani against Baasha and his
house, because of all the evil he had done in the sight of the LORD, provoking Him to anger with the work
of his hands and becoming like the house of Jeroboam, and also because Baasha had struck down the
house of Jeroboam.

So Zimri destroyed the entire household of Baasha, according to the word that the LORD had spoken
against Baasha through Jehu the prophet. This happened because of all the sins Baasha and his son Elah
had committed and had caused Israel to commit, provoking the LORD, the God of Israel, to anger with
their worthless idols.

When Zimri saw that the city was captured, he entered the citadel of the royal palace and burned it down
upon himself. So he died because of the sins he had committed, doing evil in the sight of the LORD and
following the example of Jeroboam and the sin he had committed and had caused Israel to commit.

But Omri did evil in the sight of the LORD and acted more wickedly than all who were before him. For he
walked in all the ways of Jeroboam son of Nebat and in his sins, which he caused Israel to commit,
provoking the LORD, the God of Israel, to anger with their worthless idols.

However, Ahab son of Omri did evil in the sight of the LORD, more than all who were before him. And as if
it were not enough for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat, he even married Jezebel the
daughter of Ethbaal king of the Sidonians, and he then proceeded to serve and worship Baal. First, Ahab
set up an altar for Baal in the temple of Baal that he had built in Samaria. Then he set up an Asherah pole.
Thus Ahab did more to provoke the LORD, the God of Israel, to anger than all the kings of Israel before
him.
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for when Jezebel had slaughtered the prophets of the LORD, Obadiah had taken a hundred prophets and
hidden them, fifty men per cave, providing them with food and water.)

When Ahab saw Elijah, he said to him, “Is that you, O troubler of Israel?” "I have not troubled Israel,” Elijah
replied, "but you and your father's house have, for you have forsaken the commandments of the LORD
and have followed the Baals. Now summon all Israel to meet me on Mount Carmel, along with the four
hundred and fifty prophets of Baal and the four hundred prophets of Asherah who eat at Jezebel's table.”

Now Ahab told Jezebel everything that Elijah had done and how he had killed all the prophets with the
sword. So Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, "May the gods deal with me, and ever so severely, i
by this time tomorrow | do not make your life like the lives of those you killed!"

Then the word of the LORD came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, “Get up and go down to meet Ahab king of
Israel, who is in Samaria. See, he is in the vineyard of Naboth, of which he has gone to take possession.
Tell him that this is what the LORD says: ‘Have you not murdered a man and seized his land?’ Then tell
him that this is also what the LORD says: 'In the place where the dogs licked up the blood of Naboth, there
also the dogs will lick up your blood- yes, yours!" When Elijah arrived, Ahab said to him, "So you have
found me out, my enemy.” He replied, “I have found you out because you have sold yourself to do evil in
the sight of the LORD. This is what the LORD says: 'l will bring calamity on you and consume your
descendants; | will cut off from Ahab every male in Israel, both slave and free. | will make your house like
that of Jeroboam son of Nebat and like that of Baasha son of Ahijah, because you have provoked My
anger and caused Israel to sin.’ And the LORD also speaks concerning Jezebel: The dogs will devour
Jezebel by the wall of Jezreel." Anyone belonging to Ahab who dies in the city will be eaten by dogs, and
anyone who dies in the field will be eaten by the birds of the air."

(Surely there was never one like Ahab, who sold himself to do evil in the sight of the LORD, incited by his
wife Jezebel. He committed the most detestable acts by going after idols, just like the Amorites whom
the LORD had driven out before the Israelites.) When Ahab heard these words, he tore his clothes, put on
sackcloth, and fasted. He lay down in sackcloth and walked around meekly. Then the word of the LORD
came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying: “"Have you seen how Ahab has humbled himself before Me? Because
he has humbled himself before Me, | will not bring the calamity during his days, but | will bring it upon his
house in the days of his son.”
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And the chariot was washed at the pool of Samaria where the prostitutes bathed, and the dogs licked up
Ahab's blood, according to the word that the LORD had spoken. As for the rest of the acts of Ahab, along
with all his accomplishments and the ivory palace and all the cities he built, are they not written in the
Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel?

And Jehoshaphat walked in all the ways of his father Asa; he did not turn away from them, but did what
was right in the eyes of the LORD. The high places, however, were not removed; the people still sacrificed
and burned incense on the high places. Jehoshaphat also made peace with the king of Israel.

In the seventeenth year of Jehoshaphat's reign over Judah, Ahaziah son of Ahab became king of Israel,
and he reigned in Samaria two years. And he did evil in the sight of the LORD and walked in the ways of
his father and mother and of Jeroboam son of Nebat, who had caused Israel to sin. Ahaziah served and
worshiped Baal, provoking the LORD, the God of Israel, to anger, just as his father had done.

And Elijah said to King Ahaziah, "This is what the LORD says: Is there really no God in Israel for you to
inquire of His word? Is that why you have sent messengers to inquire of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron?
Therefore you will not get up from the bed on which you are lying. You will surely die.” So Ahaziah died
according to the word of the LORD that Elijah had spoken. And since he had no son, Jehoram succeeded
him in the second year of the reign of Jehoram son of Jehoshaphat over Judah.

In the eighteenth year of Jehoshaphat's reign over Judah, Jehoram son of Ahab became king of Israel,
and he reigned in Samaria twelve years. And he did evil in the sight of the LORD, but not as his father and
mother had done. He removed the sacred pillar of Baal that his father had made. Nevertheless, he clung
to the sins that Jeroboam son of Nebat had caused Israel to commit; he did not turn away from them.

In the fifth year of the reign of Joram son of Ahab over Israel, Jehoram son of Jehoshaphat succeeded
his father as king of Judah. Jehoram was thirty-two years old when he became king, and he reigned in
Jerusalem eight years. And Jehoram walked in the ways of the kings of Israel, just as the house of Ahab
had done. For he married a daughter of Ahab and did evil in the sight of the LORD.
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Ahaziah was twenty-two years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem one year. His
mother's name was Athaliah, the granddaughter of Omri king of Israel. And Ahaziah walked in the ways of
the house of Ahab and did evil in the sight of the LORD like the house of Ahab, for he was a son-in-law of
the house of Ahab.

and when he arrived, the army commanders were sitting there. "l have a message for you, commander,”
he said. "For which of us?" asked Jehu. "For you, commander,” he replied. So Jehu got up and went into
the house, where the young prophet poured the oil on his head and declared, “This is what the LORD, the
God of Israel, says: 'l anoint you king over the LORD's people Israel. And you are to strike down the house
of your master Ahab, so that | may avenge the blood of My servants the prophets and the blood of all the
servants of the LORD shed by the hand of Jezebel. The whole house of Ahab will perish, and | will cut off
from Ahab every male, both slave and free, in Israel.

Now when Jehu arrived in Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it. So she painted her eyes, adorned her head, and
looked down from a window. And as Jehu entered the gate, she asked, "Have you come in peace, 0 Zimri,
murderer of your master?” He looked up at the window and called out, "Who is on my side? Who?" And
two or three eunuchs looked down at him. “Throw her down!" yelled Jehu. So they threw her down, and
her blood splattered on the wall and on the horses as they trampled her underfoot. Then Jehu went in
and ate and drank. "Take care of this cursed woman," he said, "and bury her, for she was the daughter of a
king." But when they went out to bury her, they found nothing but her skull, her feet, and the palms of her
hands. So they went back and told Jehu, who replied, “This is the word of the LORD, which He spoke
through His servant Elijah the Tishbite: ‘On the plot of ground at Jezreel the dogs will devour the flesh of
Jezebel. And Jezebel's body will lie like dung in the field on the plot of ground at Jezreel, so that no one
can say: This is Jezebel.”
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Then Jehu brought all the people together and said, “Ahab served Baal a little, but Jehu will serve him a
lot. Now, therefore, summon to me all the prophets of Baal, all his servants, and all his priests. See that no
one is missing, for | have a great sacrifice for Baal. Whoever is missing will not live.” But Jehu was acting
deceptively in order to destroy the servants of Baal. And Jehu commanded, "Proclaim a solemn assembly
for Baal.” So they announced it. Then Jehu sent word throughout Israel, and all the servants of Baal came;
there was not a man who failed to show. They entered the temple of Baal, and it was filled from end to
end. And Jehu said to the keeper of the wardrobe, "Bring out garments for all the servants of Baal.” So he
brought out garments for them. Next, Jehu and Jehonadab son of Rechab entered the temple of Baal,
and Jehu said to the servants of Baal, "Look around to see that there are no servants of the LORD here
among you- only servants of Baal.” And they went in to offer sacrifices and burnt offerings. Now Jehu had
stationed eighty men outside and warned them, “If anyone allows one of the men | am delivering into
your hands to escape, he will forfeit his life for theirs."

They also demolished the sacred pillar of Baal. Then they tore down the temple of Baal and made it into a
latrine, which it is to this day.

Yet Jehu was not careful to follow the instruction of the LORD, the God of Israel, with all his heart. He did
not turn away from the sins that Jeroboam had caused Israel to commit.

And she looked out and saw the king standing by the pillar, according to the custom. The officers and
trumpeters were beside the king, and all the people of the land were rejoicing and blowing trumpets.
Then Athaliah tore her clothes and screamed, “Treason! Treason!”

And Joash did what was right in the eyes of the LORD all the days he was instructed by Jehoiada the
priest. Nevertheless, the high places were not removed; the people continued sacrificing and burning
incense there.

In the twenty-third year of the reign of Joash son of Ahaziah over Judah, Jehoahaz son of Jehu became
king of Israel, and he reigned in Samaria seventeen years. And he did evil in the sight of the LORD and
followed the sins that Jeroboam son of Nebat had caused Israel to commit; he did not turn away from
them.

HOLY WORDS OF GOD 26 - GOVERNMENT



HOLY WORDS OF GOD 26 - GOVERNMENT

In the thirty-seventh year of the reign of Joash over Judah, Jehoash son of Jehoahaz became king of
Israel in Samaria, and he reigned sixteen years. And he did evil in the sight of the LORD and did not turn
away from all the sins that Jeroboam son of Nebat had caused Israel to commit, but he walked in them.

In the second year of the reign of Jehoash son of Jehoahaz over Israel, Amaziah son of Joash became
king of Judah. He was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem
twenty-nine years. His mother's name was Jehoaddan; she was from Jerusalem. And he did what was
right in the eyes of the LORD, but not as his father David had done. He did everything as his father Joash
had done. Nevertheless, the high places were not taken away, and the people continued sacrificing and
burning incense on the high places.

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Amaziah son of Joash over Judah, Jeroboam son of Jehoash became
king of Israel, and he reigned in Samaria forty-one years. And he did evil in the sight of the LORD and did
not turn away from all the sins that Jeroboam son of Nebat had caused Israel to commit.

In the twenty-seventh year of Jeroboam's reign over Israel, Azariah son of Amaziah became king of
Judah. He was sixteen years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem fifty-two years. His
mother's name was Jecoliah; she was from Jerusalem. And he did what was right in the eyes of the LORD,
just as his father Amaziah had done. Nevertheless, the high places were not taken away; the people
continued sacrificing and burning incense there. And the LORD afflicted the king with leprosy until the
day he died, so that he lived in a separate house while his son Jotham had charge of the palace and
governed the people of the land.

In the thirty-eighth year of Azariah's reign over Judah, Zechariah son of Jeroboam became king of Israel,
and he reigned in Samaria six months. And he did evil in the sight of the LORD, as his fathers had done. He
did not turn away from the sins that Jeroboam son of Nebat had caused Israel to commit.

In the thirty-ninth year of Uzziah's reign over Judah, Shallum son of Jabesh became king, and he reigned
in Samaria one full month. Then Menahem son of Gadi went up from Tirzah to Samaria, struck down and
killed Shallum son of Jabesh, and reigned in his place.
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In the thirty-ninth year of Azariah's reign over Judah, Menahem son of Gadi became king of Israel, and he
reigned in Samaria ten years. And he did evil in the sight of the LORD, and throughout his reign he did not
turn away from the sins that Jeroboam son of Nebat had caused Israel to commit.

In the fiftieth year of Azariah's reign over Judah, Pekahiah son of Menahem became king of Israel and
reigned in Samaria two years. And he did evil in the sight of the LORD and did not turn away from the sins
that Jeroboam son of Nebat had caused Israel to commit.

In the fifty-second year of Azariah's reign over Judah, Pekah son of Remaliah became king of Israel, and
he reigned in Samaria twenty years. And he did evil in the sight of the LORD and did not turn away from
the sins that Jeroboam son of Nebat had caused Israel to commit.

In the second year of the reign of Pekah son of Remaliah over Israel, Jotham son of Uzziah became king
of Judah. He was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem sixteen years.
His mother's name was Jerusha daughter of Zadok. And he did what was right in the eyes of the LORD,
just as his father Uzziah had done. Nevertheless, the high places were not taken away; the people
continued sacrificing and burning incense there. Jotham rebuilt the Upper Gate of the house of the LORD.

In the seventeenth year of Pekah son of Remaliah, Ahaz son of Jotham became king of Judah. Ahaz was
twenty years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem sixteen years. And unlike David his
father, he did not do what was right in the eyes of the LORD his God. Instead, he walked in the ways of the
kings of Israel and even sacrificed his son in the fire, according to the abominations of the nations that the
LORD had driven out before the Israelites. And he sacrificed and burned incense on the high places, on
the hills, and under every green tree.

In the twelfth year of the reign of Ahaz over Judah, Hoshea son of Elah became king of Israel, and he
reigned in Samaria nine years. And he did evil in the sight of the LORD, but not like the kings of Israel who
preceded him.
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In the third year of the reign of Hoshea son of Elah over Israel, Hezekiah son of Ahaz became king of
Judah. He was twenty-Ffive years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem twenty-nine
years. His mother's name was Abi, the daughter of Zechariah. And he did what was right in the eyes of the
LORD, just as his father David had done. He removed the high places, shattered the sacred pillars, and cut
down the Asherah poles. He also demolished the bronze snake called Nehushtan that Moses had made,
for up to that time the Israelites had burned incense to it. Hezekiah trusted in the LORD, the God of Israel.
No king of Judah was like him, either before him or after him. He remained faithful to the LORD and did
not turn from following Him; he kept the commandments that the LORD had given Moses.

So Hezekiah king of Judah sent word to the king of Assyria at Lachish, saying, "l have done wrong;
withdraw from me, and | will pay whatever you demand from me.” And the king of Assyria exacted from
Hezekiah king of Judah three hundred talents of silver and thirty talents of gold. Hezekiah gave him all
the silver that was found in the house of the LORD and in the treasuries of the royal palace. At that time
Hezekiah stripped the gold with which he had plated the doors and doorposts of the temple of the LORD,
and he gave it to the king of Assyria.

And Hezekiah received the envoys and showed them all that was in his treasure house- the silver, the
gold, the spices, and the precious oil, as well as his armory- all that was found in his storehouses. There
was nothing in his palace or in all his dominion that Hezekiah did not show them. Then the prophet Isaiah
went to King Hezekiah and asked, "Where did those men come from, and what did they say to you?" "“They
came from a distant land,” Hezekiah replied, "from Babylon." "What have they seen in your palace?” Isaiah
asked. "They have seen everything in my palace,” answered Hezekiah. "There is nothing among my
treasures that | did not show them.” Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, "Hear the word of the LORD: The time
will surely come when everything in your palace and all that your fathers have stored up until this day will
be carried off to Babylon. Nothing will be left, says the LORD.
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Manasseh was twelve years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem fifty-five years. His
mother's name was Hephzibah. And he did evil in the sight of the LORD by following the abominations of
the nations that the LORD had driven out before the Israelites. For he rebuilt the high places that his
father Hezekiah had destroyed, and he raised up altars for Baal. He made an Asherah pole, as King Ahab
of Israel had done, and he worshiped and served all the host of heaven. Manasseh also built altars in the
house of the LORD, of which the LORD had said, “In Jerusalem | will put My Name." In both courtyards of
the house of the LORD, he built altars to all the host of heaven. He sacrificed his own son in the fire,
practiced sorcery and divination, and consulted mediums and spiritists. He did great evil in the sight of
the LORD, provoking Him to anger. Manasseh even took the carved Asherah pole he had made and set it
up in the temple, of which the LORD had said to David and his son Solomon, “In this temple and in
Jerusalem, which | have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, | will establish My Name forever.

Moreover, Manasseh shed so much innocent blood that he filled Jerusalem from end to end, in addition to
the sin that he had caused Judah to commit, doing evil in the sight of the LORD.

Amon was twenty-two years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem two years. His
mother's name was Meshullemeth daughter of Haruz; she was from Jotbah. And he did evil in the sight of
the LORD, as his father Manasseh had done. He walked in all the ways of his father, and he served and
worshiped the idols his father had served. He abandoned the LORD, the God of his fathers, and did not
walk in the way of the LORD.

Josiah was eight years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem thirty-one years. His
mother's name was Jedidah daughter of Adaiah; she was from Bozkath. And he did what was right in the
eyes of the LORD and walked in all the ways of his father David; he did not turn aside to the right or to the
left.
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Then Hilkiah the high priest said to Shaphan the scribe, | have found the Book of the Law in the house of
the LORD!" And he gave it to Shaphan, who read it. And Shaphan the scribe went to the king and reported,
"Your servants have paid out the money that was found in the temple and have put it into the hands of
the workers and supervisors of the house of the LORD.” Moreover, Shaphan the scribe told the king,
"Hilkiah the priest has given me a book.” And Shaphan read it in the presence of the king. When the king
heard the words of the Book of the Law, he tore his clothes and commanded Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam
son of Shaphan, Achbor son of Micaiah, Shaphan the scribe, and Asaiah the servant of the king: "Go and
inquire of the LORD for me, for the people, and for all Judah concerning the words in this book that has
been found. For great is the wrath of the LORD that burns against us because our fathers have not
obeyed the words of this book by doing all that is written about us.”

He pulled down the altars that the kings of Judah had set up on the roof near the upper chamber of Ahaz,
and the altars that Manasseh had set up in the two courtyards of the house of the LORD. The king
pulverized them there and threw their dust into the Kidron Valley. The king also desecrated the high
places east of Jerusalem, to the south of the Mount of Corruption, which King Solomon of Israel had built
for Ashtoreth the abomination of the Sidonians, for Chemosh the abomination of the Moabites, and for
Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites. He smashed the sacred pillars to pieces, cut down the
Asherah poles, and covered the sites with human bones.

Furthermore, Josiah removed the mediums and spiritists, the household gods and idols, and all the
abominations that were seen in the land of Judah and in Jerusalem. He did this to carry out the words of
the law written in the book that Hilkiah the priest had found in the house of the LORD. Neither before nor
after Josiah was there any king like him, who turned to the LORD with all his heart and with all his soul
and with all his strength, according to all the Law of Moses. Nevertheless, the LORD did not turn away
from the fury of His burning anger, which was kindled against Judah because of all that Manasseh had
done to provoke Him to anger.

Jehoahaz was twenty-three years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem three months.
His mother's name was Hamutal daughter of Jeremiah; she was from Libnah. And he did evil in the sight

of the LORD, just as his fathers had done.

Jehoiakim was twenty-Ffive years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem eleven years.
His mother's name was Zebidah daughter of Pedaiah; she was from Rumah. And he did evil in the sight of
the LORD, just as his fathers had done.
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Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem three months. His

mother's name was Nehushta daughter of Elnathan; she was from Jerusalem. And he did evil in the sight
of the LORD, just as his fFather had done.

As the LORD had declared, Nebuchadnezzar also carried off all the treasures from the house of the LORD
and the royal palace, and he cut into pieces all the gold articles that Solomon king of Israel had made in
the temple of the LORD. He carried into exile all Jerusalem- all the commanders and mighty men of valor,
all the craftsmen and metalsmiths- ten thousand captives in all. Only the poorest people of the land
remained. Nebuchadnezzar carried away Jehoiachin to Babylon, as well as the king's mother, his wives,
his officials, and the leading men of the land. He took them into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon. The
king of Babylon also brought into exile to Babylon all seven thousand men of valor and a thousand
craftsmen and metalsmiths- all strong and fit for battle.

Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem eleven years. His
mother's name was Hamutal daughter of Jeremiah; she was from Libnah. And Zedekiah did evil in the
sight of the LORD, just as Jehoiakim had done. For because of the anger of the LORD, all this happened in
Jerusalem and Judah, until He finally banished them from His presence. And Zedekiah also rebelled
against the king of Babylon.

The Chaldeans seized the king and brought him up to the king of Babylon at Riblah, where they
pronounced judgment on him. And they slaughtered the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes. Then they put
out his eyes, bound him with bronze shackles, and took him to Babylon.

So Saul died for his unfaithfulness to the LORD, because he did not keep the word of the LORD and even
consulted a medium for guidance, and he failed to inquire of the LORD. So the LORD put him to death and
turned the kingdom over to David son of Jesse.

Then all Israel came together to David at Hebron and said, "Here we are, your own flesh and blood. Even in
times past, while Saul was king, you were the one who led Israel out and brought them back. And the
LORD your God said, 'You will shepherd My people Israel, and you will be ruler over them.”
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Yet the LORD, the God of Israel, chose me out of all my father's house to be king over Israel forever. For
He chose Judah as leader, and from the house of Judah He chose my father's household, and from my
father's sons He was pleased to make me king over all Israel. And of all my sons- for the LORD has given
me many sons- He has chosen Solomon my son to sit on the throne of the kingdom of the LORD over
Israel.

And He said to me, 'Solomon your son is the one who will build My house and My courts, for | have chosen
him as My son, and | will be his Father. | will establish his kingdom forever, if he resolutely carries out My
commandments and ordinances, as is being done this day. So now in the sight of all Israel, the assembly
of the LORD, and in the hearing of our God, keep and seek out all the commandments of the LORD your
God, so that you may possess this good land and leave it as an inheritance to your descendants forever.

David son of Jesse was king over all Israel. The length of David's reign over Israel was forty years- seven
years in Hebron and thirty-three years in Jerusalem. He died at a ripe old age, full of years, riches, and
honor, and his son Solomon reigned in his place.

Now Solomon son of David established himself securely over his kingdom, and the LORD his God was with
him and highly exalted him. Then Solomon spoke to all Israel, to the commanders of thousands and of
hundreds, to the judges, and to every leader in all Israel- the heads of the families. And Solomon and the
whole assembly went to the high place at Gibeon because it was the location of God's Tent of Meeting,
which Moses the servant of the LORD had made in the wilderness. Now David had brought the ark of God
from Kiriath-jearim to the place he had prepared for it, because he had pitched a tent for it in Jerusalem.

Then Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in front of the whole assembly of Israel and spread out
his hands. Now Solomon had made a bronze platform five cubits long, five cubits wide, and three cubits
high, and had placed it in the middle of the courtyard. He stood on it, knelt down before the whole
assembly of Israel, spread out his hands toward heaven, and said: "0 LORD, God of Israel, there is no God
like You in heaven or on earth, keeping Your covenant of loving devotion with Your servants who walk
before You with all their hearts.
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When Solomon had finished praying, fire came down from heaven and consumed the burnt offering and
the sacrifices, and the glory of the LORD filled the temple. The priests were unable to enter the house of
the LORD, because the glory of the LORD had filled it. When all the Israelites saw the fire coming down
and the glory of the LORD above the temple, they bowed down on the pavement with their faces to the
ground, and they worshiped and gave thanks to the LORD: "For He is good; His loving devotion endures
forever.” Then the king and all the people offered sacrifices before the LORD. And King Solomon offered a
sacrifice of 22,000 oxen and 120,000 sheep. So the king and all the people dedicated the house of God.

the LORD appeared to him at night and said to him: "I have heard your prayer and have chosen this place
for Myself as a house of sacrifice. If | close the sky so there is no rain, or if | command the locust to devour
the land, or if | send a plague among My people, and if My people who are called by My name humble
themselves and pray and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then | will hear from heaven,
forgive their sin, and heal their land.

Thus King Rehoboam established himself in Jerusalem. He was forty-one years old when he became
king, and he reigned seventeen years in Jerusalem, the city the LORD had chosen from all the tribes of
Israel in which to put His Name. His mother's name was Naamah the Ammonite. And Rehoboam did evil
because he did not set his heart to seek the LORD.

Then Abijah and his people struck them with a mighty blow, and 500,000 chosen men of Israel fell slain.

Jeroboam did not again recover his power during the days of Abijah, and the LORD struck him down and

he died.

And Asa did what was good and right in the eyes of the LORD his God. He removed the foreign altars and
high places, shattered the sacred pillars, and chopped down the Asherah poles. He commanded the
people of Judah to seek the LORD, the God of their fathers, and to observe the law and the
commandments. He also removed the high places and incense altars from all the cities of Judah, and
under him the kingdom was at peace.

The high places were not removed from Israel, but Asa's heart was fully devoted all his days.
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Asa was angry with the seer and became so enraged over this matter that he put the man in prison. And
at the same time Asa oppressed some of the people.

In the thirty-ninth year of his reign, Asa became diseased in his feet, and his malady became increasingly
severe. Yet even in his illness he did not seek the LORD, but only the physicians.

Now the LORD was with Jehoshaphat because he walked in the earlier ways of his father David. He did
not seek out the Baals, but he sought the God of his father and walked by His commandments rather than
the practices of Israel. So the LORD established the kingdom in his hand, and all Judah brought him
tribute, so that he had an abundance of riches and honor. And his heart took delight in the ways of the
LORD; furthermore, he removed the high places and Asherah poles from Judah.

Micaiah continued, “Therefore hear the word of the LORD: | saw the LORD sitting on His throne, and all the
host of heaven standing on His right and on His left. And the LORD said, 'Who will entice Ahab king of
Israel to march up and fall at Ramoth-gilead?' And one suggested this, and another that. Then a spirit
came forward, stood before the LORD, and said, | will entice him."'By what means?' asked the LORD. And
he replied, | will go out and be a lying spirit in the mouths of all his prophets.” "You will surely entice him
and prevail, said the LORD. 'Go and do it." So you see, the LORD has put a lying spirit in the mouths of these
prophets of yours, and the LORD has pronounced disaster against you."

Then Zedekiah son of Chenaanah went up, struck Micaiah in the face, and demanded, "Which way did the
Spirit of the LORD go when He departed from me to speak with you?" Micaiah replied, "You will soon see,
on that day when you go and hide in an inner room.” And the king of Israel declared, "Take Micaiah and
return him to Amon the governor of the city and to Joash the king's son, and tell them that this is what
the king says: 'Put this man in prison and feed him only bread and water until | return safely.” But Micaiah
replied, "If you ever return safely, the LORD has not spoken through me." Then he added, "Take heed, all
you people!”

However, a certain man drew his bow without taking special aim, and he struck the king of Israel between
the joints of his armor. So the king said to his charioteer, “Turn around and take me out of the battle, for |
am badly wounded!” The battle raged throughout that day, and the king of Israel propped himself up in
his chariot facing the Arameans until evening. And at sunset he died.
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Later, Jehoshaphat king of Judah made an alliance with Ahaziah king of Israel, who acted wickedly. They
agreed to make ships to go to Tarshish, and these were built in Ezion-geber. Then Eliezer son of
Dodavahu of Mareshah prophesied against Jehoshaphat, saying, "Because you have allied yourself with

Ahaziah, the LORD has destroyed your works." So the ships were wrecked and were unable to sail to
Tarshish.

Jehoram was thirty-two years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem eight years. And
Jehoram walked in the ways of the kings of Israel, just as the house of Ahab had done. For he married a

daughter of Ahab and did evil in the sight of the LORD.

Then the LORD stirred against Jehoram the spirit of the Philistines and Arabs who lived near the Cushites.
So they went to war against Judah, invaded it, and carried off all the possessions found in the king's
palace, along with his sons and wives; not a son was left to him except Jehoahaz, his youngest. After all
this, the LORD afflicted Jehoram with an incurable disease of the bowels. This continued day after day
until two full years had passed. Finally, his intestines came out because of his disease, and he died in
severe pain. And his people did not make a fire in his honor as they had done for his fathers.

Ahaziah was twenty-two years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem one year. His
mother's name was Athaliah, the granddaughter of Omri. Ahaziah also walked in the ways of the house of
Ahab, for his mother was his counselor in wickedness. And he did evil in the sight of the LORD, as the
house of Ahab had done, for to his destruction they were his counselors after the death of his father.

Then Jehu looked for Ahaziah, and Jehu's soldiers captured him while he was hiding in Samaria. So
Ahaziah was brought to Jehu and put to death. They buried him, for they said, "He is the grandson of
Jehoshaphat, who sought the LORD with all his heart.” So no one was left from the house of Ahaziah with
the strength to rule the kingdom.

When Athaliah heard the noise of the people running and cheering the king, she went out to them in the
house of the LORD. And she looked out and saw the king standing by his pillar at the entrance. The
officers and trumpeters were beside the king, and all the people of the land were rejoicing and blowing
trumpets, while the singers with musical instruments were leading the praises. Then Athaliah tore her
clothes and screamed, "Treason, treason!”
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Then Jehoiada made a covenant between himself and the king and the people that they would be the
LORD's people. So all the people went to the temple of Baal and tore it down. They smashed the altars and
idols to pieces and killed Mattan the priest of Baal in front of the altars. Moreover, Jehoiada put the
oversight of the house of the LORD into the hands of the Levitical priests, whom David had appointed over
the house of the LORD, to offer burnt offerings to the LORD as is written in the Law of Moses, with
rejoicing and song, as ordained by David.

Joash was seven years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem forty years. His mother's
name was Zibiah; she was from Beersheba. And Joash did what was right in the eyes of the LORD all the
days of Jehoiada the priest.

Then the Spirit of God came upon Zechariah son of Jehoiada the priest, who stood up before the people
and said to them, "This is what God says: 'Why do you transgress the commandments of the LORD so that
you cannot prosper? Because you have forsaken the LORD, He has forsaken you.” But they conspired
against Zechariah, and by order of the king, they stoned him in the courtyard of the house of the LORD.
Thus King Joash failed to remember the kindness that Zechariah's father Jehoiada had extended to him.
Instead, Joash killed Jehoiada’s son. As he lay dying, Zechariah said, "May the LORD see this and call you
to account.”

Amaziah was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem twenty-nine
years. His mother's name was Jehoaddan; she was from Jerusalem. And he did what was right in the eyes
of the LORD, but not wholeheartedly.

From the time that Amaziah turned from following the LORD, a conspiracy was formed against him in
Jerusalem, and he fled to Lachish. But men were sent after him to Lachish, and they killed him there.

Uzziah was sixteen years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem fifty-two years. His
mother's name was Jecoliah; she was from Jerusalem. And he did what was right in the eyes of the LORD,
just as his father Amaziah had done. He sought God throughout the days of Zechariah, who instructed
him in the fear of God. And as long as he sought the LORD, God gave him success.
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But when Uzziah grew powerful, his arrogance led to his own destruction. He was unfaithful to the LORD
his God, for he entered the temple of the LORD to burn incense on the altar of incense. Then Azariah the
priest, along with eighty brave priests of the LORD, went in after him. They took their stand against King
Uzziah and said, "Uzziah, you have no right to offer incense to the LORD. Only the priests, the descendants
of Aaron, are consecrated to burn incense. Leave the sanctuary, for you have acted unfaithfully; you will
not receive honor from the LORD God.” Uzziah, with a censer in his hand to offer incense, was enraged.
But while he raged against the priests in their presence in the house of the LORD before the altar of
incense, leprosy broke out on his forehead. When Azariah the chief priest and all the priests turned to
him and saw his leprous forehead, they rushed him out. Indeed, he himself hurried to get out, because the
LORD had afflicted him. So King Uzziah was a leper until the day of his death. He lived in isolation, leprous
and cut off from the house of the LORD, while his son Jotham had charge of the royal palace to govern
the people of the land.

Jotham was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem sixteen years. His
mother's name was Jerushah daughter of Zadok. And he did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, just
as his father Uzziah had done. In addition, he did not enter the temple of the LORD. But the people still
behaved corruptly.

Ahaz was twenty years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem sixteen years. And unlike
David his father, he did not do what was right in the eyes of the LORD. Instead, he walked in the ways of
the kings of Israel and even made cast images of the Baals. Moreover, Ahaz burned incense in the Valley
of Hinnom and sacrificed his sons in the fire, according to the abominations of the nations that the LORD
had driven out before the Israelites.

In the time of his distress, King Ahaz became even more unfaithful to the LORD. Since Damascus had
defeated him, he sacrificed to their gods and said, "Because the gods of the kings of Aram have helped
them, | will sacrifice to them that they may help me." But these gods were the downfall of Ahaz and of all
Israel. Then Ahaz gathered up the articles of the house of God, cut them into pieces, shut the doors of the
house of the LORD, and set up altars of his own on every street corner in Jerusalem. In every city of
Judah he built high places to offer incense to other gods, and so he provoked the LORD, the God of his
fathers.
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Hezekiah was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem twenty-nine
years. His mother's name was Abijah, the daughter of Zechariah. And he did what was right in the eyes of
the LORD, just as his father David had done. In the first month of the first year of his reign, Hezekiah
opened and repaired the doors of the house of the LORD.

In response, King Hezekiah and the prophet Isaiah son of Amoz cried out to heaven in prayer, and the
LORD sent an angel who annihilated every mighty man of valor and every leader and commander in the
camp of the king of Assyria. So he withdrew to his own land in disgrace. And when he entered the temple
of his god, some of his own sons struck him down with the sword. So the LORD saved Hezekiah and the
people of Jerusalem from the hands of King Sennacherib of Assyria and all the others, and He gave them
rest on every side. Many brought offerings to Jerusalem for the LORD and valuable gifts for Hezekiah king
of Judah, and from then on he was exalted in the eyes of all nations.

And so when ambassadors of the rulers of Babylon were sent to him to inquire about the wonder that
had happened in the land, God left him alone to test him, that He might know all that was in Hezekiah's
heart.

Manasseh was twelve years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem fifty-Ffive years. And
he did evil in the sight of the LORD by following the abominations of the nations that the LORD had driven
out before the Israelites. For he rebuilt the high places that his father Hezekiah had torn down, and he
raised up altars for the Baals and made Asherah poles. And he worshiped and served all the host of
heaven. Manasseh also built altars in the house of the LORD, of which the LORD had said, "My Name will
remain in Jerusalem forever." In both courtyards of the house of the LORD, he built altars to all the host
of heaven. He sacrificed his sons in the fire in the Valley of Hinnom. He practiced sorcery, divination, and
witchcraft, and consulted mediums and spiritists. He did great evil in the sight of the LORD, provoking Him
to anger. Manasseh even took the carved image he had made and set it up in the house of God, of which
God had said to David and his son Solomon, “In this temple and in Jerusalem, which | have chosen out of
all the tribes of Israel, | will establish My Name forever. | will never again cause the feet of the Israelites to
leave the land that | assigned to your fathers, if only they are careful to do all that | have commanded
them through Moses- all the laws, statutes, and judgments.” So Manasseh led the people of Judah and
Jerusalem astray, so that they did greater evil than the nations that the LORD had destroyed before the
Israelites.
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And the LORD spoke to Manasseh and his people, but they did not listen. So the LORD brought against
them the military commanders of the king of Assyria, who captured Manasseh, put a hook in his nose,
bound him with bronze shackles, and took him to Babylon. And in his distress, Manasseh sought the favor
of the LORD his God and earnestly humbled himself before the God of his fathers. And when he prayed to
Him, the LORD received his plea and heard his petition; so He brought him back to Jerusalem and to his
kingdom. Then Manasseh knew that the LORD is God.

He removed the foreign gods and the idol from the house of the LORD, along with all the altars he had
built on the temple mount and in Jerusalem, and he dumped them outside the city. Then he restored the
altar of the LORD and sacrificed peace offerings and thank offerings on it, and he told Judah to serve the
LORD, the God of Israel. Nevertheless, the people still sacrificed at the high places, but only to the LORD
their God.

Amon was twenty-two years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem two years. And he
did evil in the sight of the LORD, as his father Manasseh had done. Amon served and sacrificed to all the

idols that his father Manasseh had made, but he did not humble himself before the LORD as his father
Manasseh had done; instead, Amon increased his guilt.

Josiah was eight years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem thirty-one years. And he
did what was right in the eyes of the LORD and walked in the ways of his father David; he did not turn
aside to the right or to the left. In the eighth year of his reign, while he was still young, Josiah began to
seek the God of his father David, and in the twelfth year he began to cleanse Judah and Jerusalem of the
high places, the Asherah poles, the carved idols, and the cast images. Then in his presence the altars of
the Baals were torn down, and he cut to pieces the incense altars that were above them. He shattered the
Asherah poles, the carved idols, and the cast images, crushed them to dust, and scattered them over the
graves of those who had sacrificed to them.
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And Hilkiah said to Shaphan the scribe, "I have found the Book of the Law in the house of the LORD!" And
he gave it to Shaphan. Then Shaphan brought the book to the king and reported, “Your servants are doing
all that has been placed in their hands. They have paid out the money that was found in the house of the
LORD and have put it into the hands of the supervisors and workers.” Moreover, Shaphan the scribe told
the king, "Hilkiah the priest has given me a book.” And Shaphan read it in the presence of the king. When
the king heard the words of the Law, he tore his clothes and commanded Hilkiah, Ahikam son of Shaphan,
Abdon son of Micah, Shaphan the scribe, and Asaiah the servant of the king: “Go and inquire of the LORD
for me and for those remaining in Israel and Judah concerning the words in the book that has been
found. For great is the wrath of the LORD that has been poured out on us because our fathers have not
kept the word of the LORD by doing all that is written in this book."

that this is what the LORD says: | am about to bring calamity on this place and on its people, according to
all the curses written in the book that has been read in the presence of the king of Judah, because they
have forsaken Me and burned incense to other gods, that they might provoke Me to anger with all the
works of their hands. My wrath will be poured out upon this place and will not be quenched. But as for
the king of Judah, who sent you to inquire of the LORD, tell him that this is what the LORD, the God of
Israel, says: ‘As for the words that you heard, because your heart was tender and you humbled yourself
before God when you heard His words against this place and against its people, and because you have
humbled yourself before Me and you have torn your clothes and wept before Me, | have heard you,
declares the LORD.

So the king stood by the pillar and made a covenant before the LORD to follow the LORD and to keep His
commandments, decrees, and statutes with all his heart and all his soul, and to carry out the words of this
covenant that were written in this book. Then he had everyone in Jerusalem and Benjamin take a stand
in agreement to it. So all the people of Jerusalem carried out the covenant of God, the God of their
fathers. And Josiah removed all the abominations from all the lands belonging to the Israelites, and he

required everyone in Israel to serve the LORD their God. Throughout his reign they did not turn aside from
following the LORD, the God of their fathers.

Jehoahaz was twenty-three years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem three months.

Jehoiakim was twenty-Ffive years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem eleven years.
And he did evil in the sight of the LORD his God.
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Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem three months and
ten days. And he did evil in the sight of the LORD.

In the spring, King Nebuchadnezzar summoned Jehoiachin and brought him to Babylon, along with the
articles of value from the house of the LORD. And he made Jehoiachin'’s relative Zedekiah king over
Judah and Jerusalem.

Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem eleven years.
And he did evil in the sight of the LORD his God and did not humble himself before Jeremiah the prophet,
who spoke for the LORD. He also rebelled against King Nebuchadnezzar, who had made him swear by
God. But Zedekiah stiffened his neck and hardened his heart against turning to the LORD, the God of
Israel. Furthermore, all the leaders of the priests and the people multiplied their unfaithful deeds,
following all the abominations of the nations, and they defiled the house of the LORD, which He had
consecrated in Jerusalem.

But they mocked the messengers of God, despising His words and scoffing at His prophets, until the
wrath of the LORD against His people was stirred up beyond remedy. So He brought up against them the
king of the Chaldeans, who put their young men to the sword in the sanctuary, sparing neither young men
nor young women, neither elderly nor infirm. God gave them all into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar, who
carried off everything to Babylon- all the articles of the house of God, both large and small, and the
treasures of the house of the LORD and of the king and his officials. Then the Chaldeans set fire to the
house of God and broke down the wall of Jerusalem. They burned down all the palaces and destroyed
every article of value. Those who escaped the sword were carried by Nebuchadnezzar into exile in
Babylon, and they became servants to him and his sons until the kingdom of Persia came to power. So the

land enjoyed its Sabbath rest all the days of the desolation, until seventy years were completed, in
fulfillment of the word of the LORD through Jeremiah.

In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, to fulfill the word of the LORD spoken through Jeremiah, the
LORD stirred the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia to send a proclamation throughout his kingdom and to put
it in writing as follows: "This is what Cyrus king of Persia says: The LORD, the God of heaven, who has
given me all the kingdoms of the earth, has appointed me to build a house for Him at Jerusalem in Judah.
Whoever among you belongs to His people, may the LORD his God be with him, and may he go up.”
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In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, to fulfill the word of the LORD spoken through Jeremiah, the
LORD stirred the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia to send a proclamation throughout his kingdom and to put
it in writing as follows: "This is what Cyrus king of Persia says: The LORD, the God of heaven, who has
given me all the kingdoms of the earth, has appointed me to build a house for Him at Jerusalem in Judah.

Whoever among you belongs to His people, may his God be with him, and may he go to Jerusalem in
Judah and build the house of the LORD, the God of Israel; He is the God who is in Jerusalem.

Let our leaders represent the whole assembly. Then let everyone in our towns who has married a foreign
woman come at an appointed time, together with the elders and judges of each town, until the fierce
anger of our God in this matter is turned away from us."

After these events, King Xerxes honored Haman son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, elevating him to a
position above all the princes who were with him. All the royal servants at the king's gate bowed down
and paid homage to Haman, because the king had commanded that this be done for him. But Mordecai
would not bow down or pay homage. Then the royal servants at the king's gate asked Mordecai, "Why do
you disobey the command of the king?" Day after day they warned him, but he would not comply. So they
reported it to Haman to see whether Mordecai's behavior would be tolerated, since he had told them he
was a Jew.

On the thirteenth day of the first month, the royal scribes were summoned and the order was written
exactly as Haman commanded the royal satraps, the governors of each province, and the officials of each
people, in the script of each province and the language of every people. It was written in the name of King
Xerxes and sealed with the royal signet ring. And the letters were sent by couriers to each of the royal
provinces with the order to destroy, kill, and annihilate all the Jews- young and old, women and children-
and to plunder their possessions on a single day, the thirteenth day of Adar, the twelfth month. A copy of
the text of the edict was to be issued in every province and published to all the people, so that they would
be ready on that day. The couriers left, spurred on by the king's command, and the edict was issued in the
citadel of Susa. Then the king and Haman sat down to drink, but the city of Susa was in confusion.

On the third day, Esther put on her royal attire and stood in the inner court of the palace across from the
king's quarters. The king was sitting on his royal throne in the royal courtroom, facing the entrance. As
soon as the king saw Queen Esther standing in the court, she found favor in his sight. The king extended
the gold scepter in his hand toward Esther, and she approached and touched the tip of the scepter. "What
is it, Queen Esther?" the king inquired. "What is your request? Even up to half the kingdom, it will be given
to you.”
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The earth is given into the hand of the wicked; He blindfolds its judges. If it is not He, then who is it?

Could one who hates justice govern? Will you condemn the just and mighty One,

who says to kings, 'You are worthless! and to nobles, 'You are wicked,

Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the earth take their stand and the
rulers gather together, against the LORD and against His Anointed One: “Let us break Their chains and
cast away Their cords.” The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord taunts them.

"I have installed My King on Zion, upon My holy mountain.” | will proclaim the decree spoken to Me by the
LORD: "You are My Son; today | have become Your Father. Ask Me, and | will make the nations Your
inheritance, the ends of the earth Your possession. You will break them with an iron scepter; You will
shatter them like pottery.” Therefore be wise, 0 kings; be admonished, 0 judges of the earth. Serve the
LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling.

The wicked will return to Sheol- all the nations who forget God. For the needy will not always be
forgotten; nor the hope of the oppressed forever dashed. Rise up, 0 LORD, do not let man prevail; let the
nations be judged in Your presence. Lay terror upon them, 0 LORD; let the nations know they are but
men. Selah

The LORD is King forever and ever; the nations perish from His land.

The LORD tests the righteous and the wicked; His soul hates the lover of violence.

All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to the LORD. All the fFamilies of the nations will bow
down before Him. For dominion belongs to the LORD and He rules over the nations.

Who is He, this King of Glory? The LORD of Hosts- He is the King of Glory. Selah
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The LORD frustrates the plans of the nations; He thwarts the devices of the peoples. The counsel of the
LORD stands forever, the purposes of His heart to all generations. Blessed is the nation whose God is the
LORD, the people He has chosen as His inheritance!

How awesome is the LORD Most High, the great King over all the earth! He subdues nations beneath us,
and peoples under our feet. He chooses our inheritance for us, the pride of Jacob, whom He loves. Selah
God has ascended amid shouts of joy, the LORD with the sound of the horn. Sing praises to God, sing
praises; sing praises to our King, sing praises! For God is King of all the earth; sing profound praises to
Him. God reigns over the nations; God is seated on His holy throne.

For the LORD is a great God, a great King above all gods.

With trumpets and the blast of the ram’s horn shout for joy before the LORD, the King.

So the nations will fear the name of the LORD, and all the kings of the earth will fear Your glory.

By me kings reign, and rulers enact just laws; By me princes rule, and all nobles who govern justly.

Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a disgrace to any people. A king delights in a wise servant, but his
anger falls on the shameful.

A divine verdict is on the lips of a king; his mouth must not betray justice. Honest scales and balances are
from the LORD; all the weights in the bag are His concern. Wicked behavior is detestable to kings, for a
throne is established through righteousness. Righteous lips are a king's delight, and he who speaks
honestly is beloved. The wrath of a king is a messenger of death, but a wise man will pacify it. When a
king's face brightens, there is life; his favor is like a rain cloud in spring.

Luxury is unseemly for a fool- how much worse for a slave to rule over princes! A man's insight gives him
patience, and his virtue is to overlook an offense. A king's rage is like the roar of a lion, but his favor is like
dew on the grass.
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The terror of a king is like the roar of a lion; whoever provokes him forfeits his own life.

A king who sits on a throne to judge sifts out all evil with his eyes.

The king's heart is a waterway in the hand of the LORD; He directs it where He pleases.

My son, fear the LORD and the king, and do not associate with the rebellious. For they will bring sudden
destruction. Who knows what ruin they can bring?

It is the glory of God to conceal a matter and the glory of kings to search it out. As the heavens are high
and the earth is deep, so the hearts of kings cannot be searched. Remove the dross from the silver, and a
vessel for a silversmith will come forth. Remove the wicked from the king's presence, and his throne will
be established in righteousness. Do not exalt yourself in the presence of the king, and do not stand in the
place of great men; for it is better that he says to you, “Come up here!" than that you should be demoted
in the presence of the prince. Even what you have seen with your own eyes,

Like a roaring lion or a charging bear is a wicked ruler over a helpless people. A leader who lacks
judgment is also a great oppressor, but he who hates dishonest profit will prolong his days.

When the righteous flourish, the people rejoice, but when the wicked rule, the people groan. A man who
loves wisdom brings joy to his father, but a companion of prostitutes squanders his wealth. By justice a
king brings stability to the land, but a man who exacts tribute demolishes it.

If a ruler listens to lies, all his officials will be wicked. The poor man and the oppressor have this in
common: The LORD gives light to the eyes of both. A king who judges the poor with fairness- his throne
will be established forever.

It is not for kings, O Lemuel, it is not for kings to drink wine, or for rulers to crave strong drink, lest they
drink and forget what is decreed, depriving all the oppressed of justice.
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Keep the king's command, | say, because of your oath before God. Do not hasten to leave his presence,
and do not persist in a bad cause, for he will do whatever he pleases. For the king's word is supreme, and
who can say to him, "What are you doing?"

Do not curse the king even in your thoughts, or curse the rich even in your bedroom, for a bird of the air
may carry your words, and a winged creature may report your speech.

Your land is desolate; your cities are burned with fire. Foreigners devour your fields before you- a
desolation demolished by strangers. And the Daughter of Zion is abandoned like a shelter in a vineyard,
like a shack in a cucumber field, like a city besieged. Unless the LORD of Hosts had left us a few survivors,
we would have become like Sodom, we would have resembled Gomorrah. Hear the word of the LORD, you
rulers of Sodom; listen to the instruction of our God, you people of Gomorrah!

Bring your worthless offerings no more; your incense is detestable to Me- your New Moons, Sabbaths,
and convocations. | cannot endure iniquity in a solemn assembly. | hate your New Moons and your
appointed feasts. They have become a burden to Me; | am weary of bearing them.

Then He will judge between the nations and arbitrate for many peoples. They will beat their swords into
plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will no longer take up the sword against nation,
nor train anymore for war.

"Do not call conspiracy everything these people regard as conspiracy. Do not fear what they fear; do not
live in dread.

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and the government will be upon His shoulders. And He
will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His
government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to
establish and sustain it with justice and righteousness from that time and forevermore. The zeal of the
LORD of Hosts will accomplish this.

HOLY WORDS OF GOD 26 - GOVERNMENT



HOLY WORDS OF GOD 26 - GOVERNMENT

And Babylon, the jewel of the kingdoms, the glory of the pride of the Chaldeans, will be overthrown by
God like Sodom and Gomorrah. She will never be inhabited or settled from generation to generation; no
nomad will pitch his tent there, no shepherd will rest his flock there.

you will sing this song of contempt against the king of Babylon: How the oppressor has ceased, and how
his fury has ended! The LORD has broken the staff of the wicked, the scepter of the rulers.

The earth is defiled by its people; they have transgressed the laws; they have overstepped the decrees
and broken the everlasting covenant. Therefore a curse has consumed the earth, and its inhabitants must
bear the guilt; the earth's dwellers have been burned, and only a few survive.

Behold, a king will reign in righteousness, and princes will rule with justice.

For the LORD is our Judge, the LORD is our lawgiver, the LORD is our King. It is He who will save us.

who says of Cyrus, 'My shepherd will fulfill all that | desire, who says of Jerusalem, ‘She will be rebuilt,
and of the temple, ‘Let its foundation be laid.”

This is what the LORD says to Cyrus His anointed, whose right hand | have grasped to subdue nations
before him, to disarm kings, to open the doors before him, so that the gates will not be shut:

For the nation or kingdom that will not serve you will perish; it will be utterly destroyed.

See, | have appointed you today over nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to destroy and
overthrow, to build and plant.”

For the house of Israel and the house of Judah have been utterly unfaithful to Me,” declares the LORD.
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Behold, | am bringing a distant nation against you, 0 house of Israel,” declares the LORD. "It is an
established nation, an ancient nation, a nation whose language you do not know and whose speech you do
not understand.

"For from the least of them to the greatest, all are greedy for gain; from prophet to priest, all practice
deceit.

But the LORD is the true God; He is the living God and eternal King. The earth quakes at His wrath, and the
nations cannot endure His indignation.

But if they will not obey, then | will uproot that nation; | will uproot it and destroy it, declares the LORD."

Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying, "0 house of Israel, declares the LORD, can | not treat you
as this potter treats his clay? Just like clay in the potter's hand, so are you in My hand, 0 house of Israel.
At any time | might announce that a nation or kingdom will be uprooted, torn down, and destroyed. But if
that nation | warned turns from its evil, then | will relent of the disaster | had planned to bring. And if at
another time | announce that | will build up and establish a nation or kingdom, and if it does evil in My
sight and does not listen to My voice, then | will relent of the good | had intended for it.

all the kings of the north, both near and far, one after another- all the kingdoms on the face of the earth.
And after all of them, the king of Sheshach will drink it too. “Then you are to tell them that this is what the
LORD of Hosts, the God of Israel, says: ‘Drink, get drunk, and vomit. Fall down and never get up again,
because of the sword | will send among you.

This is what the LORD of Hosts says: "Behold! Disaster is spreading from nation to nation; a mighty storm
is rising from the ends of the earth.” Those slain by the LORD on that day will be spread from one end of
the earth to the other. They will not be mourned, gathered, or buried. They will be like dung lying on the
ground. Wail, you shepherds, and cry out; roll in the dust, you leaders of the flock. For the days of your
slaughter have come; you will fall and be shattered like fine pottery. Flight will evade the shepherds, and
escape will elude the leaders of the flock. Hear the cry of the shepherds, the wailing of the leaders of the
flock, for the LORD is destroying their pasture.
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Seek the prosperity of the city to which | have sent you as exiles. Pray to the LORD on its behalf, for if it
prospers, you too will prosper.”

How the hammer of the whole earth lies broken and shattered! What a horror Babylon has become
among the nations!

Flee from Babylon! Escape with your lives! Do not be destroyed in her punishment. For this is the time of
the LORD's vengeance; He will pay her what she deserves. Babylon was a gold cup in the hand of the
LORD, making the whole earth drunk. The nations drank her wine; therefore the nations have gone mad.

Even if Babylon ascends to the heavens and fortifies her lofty stronghold, the destroyers | send will come
against her,” declares the LORD.

| will make her princes and wise men drunk, along with her governors, officials, and warriors. Then they
will fall asleep forever and not wake up,” declares the King, whose name is the LORD of Hosts. This is what
the LORD of Hosts says: "Babylon's thick walls will be leveled, and her high gates consumed by fire. So the
labor of the people will be for nothing; the nations will exhaust themselves to fuel the flames."

He changes the times and seasons; He removes kings and establishes them. He gives wisdom to the wise
and knowledge to the discerning.
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This was the dream; now we will tell the king its interpretation. You, 0 king, are the king of kings, to whom
the God of heaven has given sovereignty, power, strength, and glory. Wherever the sons of men or beasts
of the field or birds of the air dwell, He has given them into your hand and has made you ruler over them
all. You are that head of gold. But after you, there will arise another kingdom, inferior to yours. Next, a
third kingdom, one of bronze, will rule the whole earth. Finally, there will be a fourth kingdom as strong as
iron; for iron shatters and crushes all things, and like iron that crushes all things, it will shatter and crush
all the others. And just as you saw that the feet and toes were made partly of fired clay and partly of iron,
so this will be a divided kingdom, yet some of the strength of iron will be in it- just as you saw the iron
mixed with clay. And as the toes of the feet were partly iron and partly clay, so this kingdom will be partly
strong and partly brittle. As you saw the iron mixed with clay, so the peoples will mix with one another,
but will not hold together any more than iron mixes with clay. In the days of those kings, the God of
heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed, nor will it be left to another people. It will
shatter all these kingdoms and bring them to an end, but will itself stand forever. And just as you saw a
stone being cut out of the mountain without human hands, and it shattered the iron, bronze, clay, silver,
and gold, so the great God has told the king what will happen in the future. The dream is true, and its
interpretation is trustworthy.”

At this, King Nebuchadnezzar fell on his face, paid homage to Daniel, and ordered that an offering of
incense be presented to him. The king said to Daniel, "Your God is truly the God of gods and Lord of kings,
the Revealer of Mysteries, since you were able to reveal this mystery.” Then the king promoted Daniel and
gave him many generous gifts. He made him ruler over the entire province of Babylon and chief
administrator over all the wise men of Babylon. And at Daniel's request, the king appointed Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego to manage the province of Babylon, while Daniel remained in the king's court.

King Nebuchadnezzar made a golden statue sixty cubits high and six cubits wide, and he set it up on the
plain of Dura in the province of Babylon. Then King Nebuchadnezzar sent word to assemble the satraps,
prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates, and all the other officials of the provinces
to attend the dedication of the statue he had set up. So the satraps, prefects, governors, advisers,
treasurers, judges, magistrates, and all the rulers of the provinces assembled for the dedication of the
statue that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up, and they stood before it. Then the herald loudly proclaimed,
"0 people of every nation and language, this is what you are commanded: As soon as you hear the sound
of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes, and all kinds of music, you must fall down and worship the
golden statue that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. And whoever does not fall down and worship will
immediately be thrown into the blazing fiery furnace.” Therefore, as soon as all the people heard the
sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, and all kinds of music, the people of every nation and language
would fall down and worship the golden statue that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up.
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At this time some astrologers came forward and maliciously accused the Jews, saying to King
Nebuchadnezzar, "0 king, may you live forever! You, 0 king, have issued a decree that everyone who
hears the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes, and all kinds of music must fall down and
worship the golden statue, and that whoever does not fall down and worship will be thrown into the
blazing fiery furnace. But there are some Jews you have appointed to manage the province of Babylon-
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego- who have ignored you, 0 king, and have refused to serve your gods or
worship the golden statue you have set up.” Then Nebuchadnezzar, furious with rage, summoned
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. So these men were brought before the king, and Nebuchadnezzar
said to them, "Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, is it true that you do not serve my gods or worship the
golden statue | have set up? Now, if you are ready, as soon as you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither,
lyre, harp, pipes, and all kinds of music, you must fall down and worship the statue | have made. But if you
refuse to worship, you will be thrown at once into the blazing fiery furnace. Then what god will be able to
deliver you from my hands?”

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego replied to the king, "0 Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer
you in this matter. If the God whom we serve exists, then He is able to deliver us from the blazing fiery
furnace and from your hand, 0 king. But even if He does not, let it be known to you, 0 king, that we will
not serve your gods or worship the golden statue you have set up.” At this, Nebuchadnezzar was filled
with rage, and the expression on his face changed toward Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. He gave
orders to heat the furnace seven times hotter than usual, and he commanded some mighty men of valor
in his army to tie up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and throw them into the blazing fiery furnace. So
they were tied up, wearing robes, trousers, turbans, and other clothes, and they were thrown into the
blazing fiery furnace. The king's command was so urgent and the furnace so hot that the fiery flames
killed the men who carried up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. And these three men, Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, firmly bound, fell into the blazing fiery furnace.

Suddenly King Nebuchadnezzar jumped up in amazement and asked his advisers, "Did we not throw
three men, firmly bound, into the fire?" "Certainly, O king,” they replied. "Look!" he exclaimed. "l see four
men, unbound and unharmed, walking around in the fire- and the fourth looks like a son of the gods!”
Then Nebuchadnezzar approached the door of the blazing fiery furnace and called out, “Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out!" So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
came out of the fire, and when the satraps, prefects, governors, and royal advisers had gathered around,
they saw that the fire had no effect on the bodies of these men. Not a hair of their heads was singed, their
robes were unaffected, and there was no smell of fire on them.
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Nebuchadnezzar declared, "Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who has sent His
angel and delivered His servants who trusted in Him. They violated the king's command and risked their
lives rather than serve or worship any god except their own God. Therefore | decree that the people of
any nation or language who say anything offensive against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
will be cut into pieces and their houses reduced to rubble. For there is no other god who can deliver in this
way." Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the province of Babylon.

King Nebuchadnezzar, To the people of every nation and language who dwell in all the earth: May your
prosperity be multiplied. | am pleased to declare the signs and wonders that the Most High God has
performed for me. How great are His signs, how mighty His wonders! His kingdom is an eternal kingdom;
His dominion endures from generation to generation.

This decision is the decree of the watchers, the verdict declared by the holy ones, so that the living will
know that the Most High rules over the kingdom of mankind and gives it to whom He wishes, setting over
it the lowliest of men.’

You will be driven away from mankind, and your dwelling will be with the beasts of the field. You will feed
on grass like an ox and be drenched with the dew of heaven, and seven times shall pass you by, until you
acknowledge that the Most High rules over the kingdom of mankind and gives it to whom He wishes.

Therefore, may my advice be pleasing to you, 0 king. Break away from your sins by doing what is right,
and from your iniquities by showing mercy to the oppressed. Perhaps there will be an extension of your
prosperity.”

All this happened to King Nebuchadnezzar. Twelve months later, as he was walking on the roof of the
royal palace of Babylon, the king exclaimed, “Is this not Babylon the Great, which | myself have built by
the might of my power as a royal residence and for the glory of my majesty?” While the words were still
in the king's mouth, a voice came from heaven: "It is decreed to you, King Nebuchadnezzar, that the
kingdom has departed from you. You will be driven away from mankind to live with the beasts of the
field, and you will feed on grass like an ox. And seven times will pass you by, until you acknowledge that
the Most High rules over the kingdom of mankind and gives it to whom He wishes." At that moment the
sentence against Nebuchadnezzar was fulfilled. He was driven away from mankind. He ate grass like an
ox, and his body was drenched with the dew of heaven, until his hair grew like the feathers of an eagle
and his nails like the claws of a bird.
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But at the end of those days I, Nebuchadnezzar, looked up to heaven, and my sanity was restored to me.
Then | praised the Most High, and | honored and glorified Him who lives forever: “For His dominion is an
everlasting dominion, and His kingdom endures from generation to generation. All the peoples of the
earth are counted as nothing, and He does as He pleases with the army of heaven and the peoples of the
earth. There is no one who can restrain His hand or say to Him, 'What have You done?” At the same time
my sanity was restored, my honor and splendor returned to me for the glory of my kingdom. My advisers
and nobles sought me out, and | was restored to my throne, and surpassing greatness was added to me.
Now |, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify the King of heaven, for all His works are true and all
His ways are just. And He is able to humble those who walk in pride.

There is a man in your kingdom who has the spirit of the holy gods in him. In the days of your father he
was found to have insight, intelligence, and wisdom like that of the gods. Your father, King
Nebuchadnezzar, appointed him chief of the magicians, enchanters, astrologers, and diviners. Your own
father, the king,

As for you, O king, the Most High God gave your father Nebuchadnezzar sovereignty and greatness, glory
and honor. Because of the greatness that He bestowed on him, the people of every nation and language
trembled in fear before him. He killed whom he wished and kept alive whom he wished; he exalted whom
he wished and humbled whom he wished. But when his heart became arrogant and his spirit was
hardened with pride, he was deposed from his royal throne, and his glory was taken from him. He was
driven away from mankind, and his mind was like that of a beast. He lived with the wild donkeys and ate
grass like an ox, and his body was drenched with the dew of heaven until he acknowledged that the Most
High God rules over the kingdom of mankind, setting over it whom He wishes.

But you his son, 0 Belshazzar, have not humbled your heart, even though you knew all this. Instead, you
have exalted yourself against the Lord of heaven. The vessels from His house were brought to you, and as
you drank wine from them with your nobles, wives, and concubines, you praised your gods of silver and
gold, bronze and iron, wood and stone, which cannot see or hear or understand. But you have failed to
glorify the God who holds in His hand your very breath and all your ways. Therefore He sent the hand that
wrote the inscription. Now this is the inscription that was written: MENE, MENE, TEKEL, PARSIN. And this
is the interpretation of the message: MENE means that God has numbered the days of your reign and
brought it to an end. TEKEL means that you have been weighed on the scales and found deficient. PERES
means that your kingdom has been divided and given over to the Medes and Persians.” Then Belshazzar
gave the command, and they clothed Daniel in purple, placed a gold chain around his neck, and
proclaimed him the third highest ruler in the kingdom. That very night Belshazzar king of the Chaldeans
was slain, and Darius the Mede received the kingdom at the age of sixty-two.
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Now it pleased Darius to appoint 120 satraps to rule throughout the kingdom, and over them three
administrators, including Daniel, to whom these satraps were accountable so that the king would not
suffer loss. Soon, by his extraordinary spirit, Daniel distinguished himself among the administrators and
satraps. So the king planned to set him over the whole kingdom. Thus the administrators and satraps
sought a charge against Daniel concerning the kingdom, but they could find no charge or corruption,
because he was trustworthy, and no negligence or corruption was found in him. Finally these men said,
"We will never find any charge against this Daniel, unless we find something against him concerning the
law of his God.” So the administrators and satraps went together to the king and said, "0 King Darius, may
you live forever! All the royal administrators, prefects, satraps, advisers, and governors have agreed that
the king should establish an ordinance and enforce a decree that for thirty days anyone who petitions any
god or man except you, 0 king, will be thrown into the den of lions. Therefore, 0 king, establish the decree
and sign the document so that it cannot be changed- in accordance with the law of the Medes and
Persians, which cannot be repealed.” Therefore King Darius signed the written decree.

Now when Daniel learned that the document had been signed, he went into his house, where the windows
of his upper room opened toward Jerusalem, and three times a day he got down on his knees, prayed,
and gave thanks to his God, just as he had done before. Then these men went as a group and found Daniel
petitioning and imploring his God. So they approached the king and asked about his royal decree: "Did you
not sign a decree that for thirty days any man who petitions any god or man except you, 0 king, will be
thrown into the den of lions?" The king replied, "According to the law of the Medes and Persians the order
stands, and it cannot be repealed.” Then they told the king, “Daniel, one of the exiles from Judah, shows
no regard for you, O king, or for the decree that you have signed. He still makes his petition three times a
day.” As soon as the king heard this, he was deeply distressed and set his mind on delivering Daniel, and
he labored until sundown to rescue him. Then the men approached the king together and said to him,
"Remember, 0 king, that by the law of the Medes and Persians no decree or ordinance established by the
king can be changed.”

So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw him into the den of lions. The king said to
Daniel, "May your God, whom you serve continually, deliver you!" A stone was brought and placed over the
mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet ring and with the rings of his nobles, so that
nothing concerning Daniel could be changed. Then the king went to his palace and spent the night fasting.
No entertainment was brought before him, and sleep fled from him.
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At the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the den of lions. When he reached the den, he
cried out in a voice of anguish, "0 Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve
continually, been able to deliver you from the lions?" Then Daniel replied, "0 king, may you live forever! My
God sent His angel and shut the mouths of the lions. They have not hurt me, for | was found innocent in
His sight, and | have done no wrong against you, 0 king." The king was overjoyed and gave orders to lift
Daniel out of the den, and when Daniel was lifted out of the den, no wounds whatsoever were found on
him, because he had trusted in his God.

At the command of the king, the men who had falsely accused Daniel were brought and thrown into the
den of lions- they and their children and wives. And before they had reached the bottom of the den, the
lions overpowered them and crushed all their bones. Then King Darius wrote to the people of every
nation and language throughout the land: "May your prosperity abound. | hereby decree that in every
part of my kingdom, men are to tremble in fear before the God of Daniel: For He is the living God, and He
endures forever; His kingdom will never be destroyed, and His dominion will never end. He delivers and
rescues; He performs signs and wonders in the heavens and on the earth, for He has rescued Daniel from
the power of the lions.” So Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the Persian.

And He was given dominion, glory, and kingship, that the people of every nation and language should
serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and His kingdom is one that
will never be destroyed.

These four great beasts are four kings who will arise from the earth. But the saints of the Most High will
receive the kingdom and possess it forever- yes, forever and ever.

Then | wanted to know the true meaning of the fourth beast, which was different from all the others-
extremely terrifying- devouring and crushing with iron teeth and bronze claws, then trampling underfoot
whatever was left. | also wanted to know about the ten horns on its head and the other horn that came
up, before which three of them fell- the horn whose appearance was more imposing than the others, with
eyes and with a mouth that spoke words of arrogance.

This is what he said: The fourth beast is a fourth kingdom that will appear on the earth, different from all
the other kingdoms, and it will devour the whole earth, trample it down, and crush it. And the ten horns
are ten kings who will rise from this kingdom. After them another king, different from the earlier ones,
will rise and subdue three kings.
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He will speak out against the Most High and oppress the saints of the Most High, intending to change the
appointed times and laws; and the saints will be given into his hand for a time, and times, and half a time.
But the court will convene, and his dominion will be taken away and completely destroyed forever.

Then the sovereignty, dominion, and greatness of the kingdoms under all of heaven will be given to the
people, the saints of the Most High. His kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom, and all rulers will serve
and obey Him.'

And the two kings, with their hearts bent on evil, will speak lies at the same table, but to no avail, for still
the end will come at the appointed time.

"At that time Michael, the great prince who stands watch over your people, will rise up. There will be a
time of distress, the likes of which will not have occurred from the beginning of nations until that time.
But at that time your people- everyone whose name is found written in the book- will be delivered.

They set up kings, but not by Me. They make princes, but without My approval. With their silver and gold
they make themselves idols, to their own destruction.

You are destroyed, O Israel, because you are against Me- against your helper. Where is your king now to
save you in all your cities, and the rulers to whom you said, “Give me a king and princes"? So in My anger |
gave you a king, and in My wrath | took him away.

And the Ninevites believed God. They proclaimed a fast and dressed in sackcloth, from the greatest of
them to the least. When word reached the king of Nineveh, he got up from his throne, took off his royal
robe, covered himself with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. Then he issued a proclamation in Nineveh: "By the
decree of the king and his nobles: Let no man or beast, herd or flock, taste anything at all. They must not
eat or drink. Furthermore, let both man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and have everyone call out
earnestly to God. Let each one turn from his evil ways and from the violence in his hands.
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Then | said: "Hear now, O leaders of Jacob, you rulers of the house of Israel. Should you not know justice?
You hate good and love evil. You tear the skin from my people and strip the flesh from their bones. You
eat the flesh of my people after stripping off their skin and breaking their bones. You chop them up like
flesh for the cooking pot, like meat in a cauldron.”

Now hear this, O leaders of the house of Jacob and rulers of the house of Israel, who despise justice and
pervert all that is right, who build Zion with bloodshed and Jerusalem with iniquity.

Then He will judge between many peoples and arbitrate for strong nations far and wide. Then they will
beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will no longer take up the
sword against nation, nor will they train anymore for war.

But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come forth for
Me One to be ruler over Israel- One whose origins are of old, from the days of eternity.

On that day the LORD will become King over all the earth- the LORD alone, and His name alone.

Then all the survivors from the nations that came against Jerusalem will go up year after year to worship
the King, the LORD of Hosts, and to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles. And should any of the families of
the earth not go up to Jerusalem to worship the King, the LORD of Hosts, then the rain will not fall on
them. And if the people of Egypt will not go up and enter in, then the rain will not fall on them; this will be
the plague with which the LORD strikes the nations who do not go up to celebrate the Feast of
Tabernacles. This will be the punishment of Egypt and of all the nations that do not go up to celebrate the
Feast of Tabernacles.

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east arrived in
Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the One who has been born King of the Jews? We saw His star in the east
and have come to worship Him." When King Herod heard this, he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with
him. And when he had assembled all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he asked them where the
Christ was to be born. “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: ‘But
you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah, for out of you will
come a ruler who will be the shepherd of My people Israel.”
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When the Magi had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. "Get up!" he said. "Take the
Child and His mother and flee to Egypt. Stay there until | tell you, for Herod is going to search for the Child
to kill Him." So he got up, took the Child and His mother by night, and withdrew to Egypt, where he
stayed until the death of Herod. This fulfilled what the Lord had spoken through the prophet: "Out of
Egypt | called My Son.”

When Herod saw that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was filled with rage. Sending orders, he put
to death all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and under, according to the
time he had learned from the Magi.

Again, the devil took Him to a very high mountain and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their
glory. "All this | will give You," he said, "if You will fall down and worship me." “Away from Me, Satan!"
Jesus declared. "For it is written: 'Worship the Lord your God and serve Him only."

No one can serve two masters: Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the
one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.

In everything, then, do to others as you would have them do to you. For this is the essence of the Law and
the Prophets.

But beware of men; for they will hand you over to their councils and flog you in their synagogues. On My
account, you will be brought before governors and kings as witnesses to them and to the Gentiles. But
when they hand you over, do not worry about how to respond or what to say. In that hour you will be
given what to say. For it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.

When they persecute you in one town, flee to the next. Truly | tell you, you will not reach all the towns of
Israel before the Son of Man comes.

At that time Herod the tetrarch heard the reports about Jesus and said to his servants, “This is John the
Baptist; he has risen from the dead! That is why miraculous powers are at work in him."
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Now Herod had arrested John and bound him and put him in prison on account of Herodias, his brother
Philip’s wife, because John had been telling him, “It is not lawful for you to have her.” Although Herod
wanted to kill John, he was afraid of the people, because they regarded John as a prophet. On Herod's
birthday, however, the daughter of Herodias danced before them and pleased Herod so much that he
promised with an oath to give to her whatever she asked. Prompted by her mother, she said, "Give me
here on a platter the head of John the Baptist." The king was grieved, but because of his oaths and his
guests, he ordered that her wish be granted and sent to have John beheaded in the prison. John's head
was brought in on a platter and presented to the girl, who carried it to her mother.

After they had arrived in Capernaum, the collectors of the two-drachma tax came to Peter and asked,
"Does your Teacher pay the two drachmas?” "Yes," he answered. When Peter entered the house, Jesus
preempted him. "What do you think, Simon?" He asked. "From whom do the kings of the earth collect
customs and taxes: from their own sons, or from others?" "From others,” Peter answered. "Then the sons
are exempt,” Jesus declared. "But so that we may not offend them, go to the sea, cast a hook, and take
the first fish you catch. When you open its mouth, you will find a four-drachma coin. Take it and give it to
them for My tax and yours."

So tell us what You think: Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?" But Jesus knew their evil intent and
said, "You hypocrites, why are you testing Me? Show Me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought Him
a denarius. "Whose image is this,” He asked, "and whose inscription?” "Caesar’s,” they answered. So Jesus
told them, "Give to Caesar what is Caesar's, and to God what is God's."

Because of this, | am sending you prophets and wise men and teachers. Some of them you will kill and
crucify, and others you will flog in your synagogues and persecute in town after town.

You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. These things must
happen, but the end is still to come. Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There
will be famines and earthquakes in various places. All these are the beginning of birth pains. Then they
will deliver you over to be persecuted and killed, and you will be hated by all nations because of My name.

Now the chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were seeking false testimony against Jesus in order to put
Him to death. But they did not find any, though many false witnesses came forward. Finally two came
forward
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Then they spit in His face and struck Him. Others slapped Him and said, “Prophesy to us, Christ! Who hit
You?"

Meanwhile Jesus stood before the governor, who questioned Him: “Are You the King of the Jews?" "You
have said so,” Jesus replied. And when He was accused by the chief priests and elders, He gave no
answer. Then Pilate asked Him, " Do You not hear how many charges they are bringing against You?" But
Jesus gave no answer, not even to a single charge, much to the governor's amazement.

Then the governor's soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole company around
Him. They stripped Him and put a scarlet robe on Him. And they twisted together a crown of thorns and
set it on His head. They put a staff in His right hand and knelt down before Him to mock Him, saying, "Hail,
King of the Jews!" Then they spit on Him and took the staff and struck Him on the head repeatedly. After
they had mocked Him, they removed the robe and put His own clothes back on Him. Then they led Him
away to crucify Him.

Above His head they posted the written charge against Him: THIS IS JESUS, THE KING OF THE JEWS.

"He saved others, but He cannot save Himself. He is the King of Israel! Let Him come down now from the
cross, and we will believe in Him.

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me.

After the arrest of John, Jesus went into Galilee and proclaimed the gospel of God. "The time is fulfilled,”
He said, "and the kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe in the gospel!”

Now King Herod heard about this, for Jesus' name had become well known, and people were saying,
"John the Baptist has risen from the dead! That is why miraculous powers are at work in him." Others
were saying, "He is Elijah,” and still others, "He is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.” But when
Herod heard this, he said, "John, whom | beheaded, has risen from the dead!"
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For Herod himself had ordered that John be arrested and bound and imprisoned, on account of his
brother Philip’s wife Herodias, whom Herod had married. For John had been telling Herod, " It is not
lawful for you to have your brother's wife!” So Herodias held a grudge against John and wanted to kill
him. But she had been unable, because Herod feared John and protected him, knowing that he was a
righteous and holy man. When he heard John's words, he was greatly perplexed; yet he listened to him
gladly. On Herod's birthday, her opportunity arose. Herod held a banquet for his nobles and military
commanders and the leading men of Galilee. When the daughter of Herodias came and danced, she
pleased Herod and his guests, and the king said to the girl, "Ask me for whatever you wish, and | will give it
to you.” And he swore to her, "Whatever you ask of me, | will give you, up to half my kingdom!" Then she
went out and asked her mother, "What should | request?” And her mother answered, "The head of John
the Baptist." At once the girl hurried back to the king with her request: | want you to give me the head of
John the Baptist on a platter immediately.” The king was consumed with sorrow, but because of his
oaths and his guests, he did not want to refuse her. So without delay, the king commanded that John's
head be brought in. He sent an executioner, who went and beheaded him in the prison. The man brought
John's head on a platter and presented it to the girl, who gave it to her mother.

“Teacher,” they said, "we know that You are honest and seek favor from no one. Indeed, You are impartial
and teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not? Should
we pay them or not?" But Jesus saw through their hypocrisy and said, "Why are you testing Me? Bring Me
a denarius to inspect.” So they brought it, and He asked them, "Whose image is this? And whose
inscription?” "Caesar's,” they answered. Then Jesus told them, “Give to Caesar what is Caesar's, and to God
what is God's.” And they marveled at Him.

When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed. These things must happen, but the end is
still to come. Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be earthquakes in
various places, as well as famines. These are the beginning of birth pains.

So be on your guard. You will be delivered over to the councils and beaten in the synagogues. On My
account you will stand before governors and kings as witnesses to them. And the gospel must first be
proclaimed to all the nations. But when they arrest you and hand you over, do not worry beforehand what
to say. Instead, speak whatever you are given at that time, for it will not be you speaking, but the Holy
Spirit.
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They led Jesus away to the high priest, and all the chief priests, elders, and scribes assembled. Peter
followed Him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high priest. And he sat with the officers and
warmed himself by the fire. Now the chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were seeking testimony
against Jesus to put Him to death, but they did not find any. For many bore false witness against Jesus,
but their testimony was inconsistent.

At this, the high priest tore his clothes and declared, "Why do we need any more witnesses? You have
heard the blasphemy. What is your verdict?" And they all condemned Him as deserving of death. Then
some of them began to spit on Him. They blindfolded Him, struck Him with their fists, and said to Him,
"Prophesy!" And the officers received Him with slaps in His face.

Early in the morning, the chief priests, elders, scribes, and the whole Sanhedrin devised a plan. They
bound Jesus, led Him away, and handed Him over to Pilate. So Pilate questioned Him, "Are You the King of
the Jews?" "You have said so,” Jesus replied. And the chief priests began to accuse Him of many things.
Then Pilate questioned Him again, “ Have You no answer? Look how many charges they are bringing
against You!" But to Pilate's amazement, Jesus made no further reply.

"Do you want me to release to you the King of the Jews?" Pilate asked.

So Pilate asked them again, "What then do you want me to do with the One you call the King of the Jews?"
And they shouted back, “Crucify Him!"

And wishing to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to them. But he had Jesus flogged, and
handed Him over to be crucified. Then the soldiers led Jesus away into the palace (that is, the
Praetorium) and called the whole company together. They dressed Him in a purple robe, twisted
together a crown of thorns, and set it on His head. And they began to salute Him: "Hail, King of the Jews!"
They kept striking His head with a staff and spitting on Him. And they knelt down and bowed before Him.
After they had mocked Him, they removed the purple robe and put His own clothes back on Him. Then
they led Him out to crucify Him.

And the charge inscribed against Him read: THE KING OF THE JEWS.
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Let the Christ, the King of Israel, come down now from the cross, so that we may see and believe!” And
even those who were crucified with Him berated Him.

He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give Him the throne of His
father David, and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever. His kingdom will never end!”

Now in those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that a census should be taken of the whole
empire. This was the first census to take place while Quirinius was governor of Syria. And everyone went
to his own town to register.

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, while Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, Herod
tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene,
during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the
wilderness.

But when he rebuked Herod the tetrarch regarding his brother's wife Herodias and all the evils he had
done, Herod added this to them all: He locked John up in prison.

When Herod the tetrarch heard about all that was happening, he was perplexed. For some were saying
that John had risen from the dead, others that Elijah had appeared, and still others that a prophet of old
had arisen. "I beheaded John,” Herod said, "but who is this man | hear such things about?" And he kept
trying to see Jesus.

Because of this, the wisdom of God said, 'l will send them prophets and apostles; some of them they will
kill and others they will persecute.’ As a result, this generation will be charged with the blood of all the
prophets that has been shed since the foundation of the world,

Make every effort to reconcile with your adversary while you are on your way to the magistrate.
Otherwise, he may drag you off to the judge, and the judge may hand you over to the officer, and the
officer may throw you into prison.
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No servant can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to
the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money."

He replied, 'l tell you that everyone who has will be given more; but the one who does not have, even what
he has will be taken away from him. And these enemies of mine who were unwilling for me to rule over
them, bring them here and slay them in front of me.”

Is it lawful for us to pay taxes to Caesar or not?" But Jesus saw through their duplicity and said to them,
"Show Me a denarius. Whose image and inscription are on it?" "Caesar’s,” they answered. So Jesus told
them, "Give to Caesar what is Caesar's, and to God what is God's."

But before all this, they will seize you and persecute you. On account of My name they will deliver you to
the synagogues and prisons, and they will bring you before kings and governors.

so that you may eat and drink at My table in My kingdom, and sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of
Israel.

The men who were holding Jesus began to mock Him and beat Him. They blindfolded Him and kept
demanding, "Prophesy! Who hit You?" And they said many other blasphemous things against Him. At
daybreak the council of the elders of the people, both the chief priests and scribes, met together. They
led Jesus into their Sanhedrin and said, “If You are the Christ, tell us.” Jesus answered, “If | tell you, you
will not believe.

And they began to accuse Him, saying, "We found this man subverting our nation, forbidding payment of
taxes to Caesar, and proclaiming Himself to be Christ, a King." So Pilate asked Him, "Are You the King of
the Jews?" "You have said so,” Jesus replied. Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, ‘I find
no basis for a charge against this man.”

The soldiers also mocked Him and came up to offer Him sour wine. “If You are the King of the Jews," they
said, "save Yourself!" Above Him was posted an inscription written in Greek, Latin, and Hebrew: THIS IS
THE KING OF THE JEWS.
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For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.

"Rabbi,” Nathanael answered, "You are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!”

Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus at
night and said, "Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform
the signs You are doing if God were not with him." Jesus replied, “Truly, truly, | tell you, no one can see the
kingdom of God unless he is born again.”

Now because Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath, the Jews began to persecute Him.

Then Jesus, realizing that they were about to come and make Him king by force, withdrew again to a
mountain by Himself.

The next day the great crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem.
They took palm branches and went out to meet Him, shouting: “Hosanna!" "Blessed is He who comes in
the name of the Lord!" "Blessed is the King of Israel!”

Pilate went back into the Praetorium, summoned Jesus, and asked Him, "Are You the King of the Jews?"
"Are you saying this on your own,” Jesus asked, “or did others tell you about Me?" "Am | a Jew?" Pilate
replied. " Your own people and chief priests handed You over to me. What have You done?" Jesus
answered, "My kingdom is not of this world; if it were, My servants would fight to prevent My arrest by the
Jews. But now My kingdom is not of this realm.” “Then You are a king!" Pilate said. "You say thatlam a
king," Jesus answered. "For this reason | was born and have come into the world, to testify to the truth.
Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to My voice.” "What is truth?” Pilate asked. And having said this,
he went out again to the Jews and told them, "l find no basis for a charge against Him. But it is your
custom that | release to you one prisoner at the Passover. So then, do you want me to release to you the
King of the Jews?"

And they went up to Him again and again, saying, "Hail, King of the Jews!" and slapping Him in the face.
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When Pilate heard this statement, he was even more afraid, and he went back into the Praetorium.
"Where are You from?" he asked. But Jesus gave no answer. So Pilate said to Him, "Do You refuse to
speak to me? Do You not know that | have authority to release You and authority to crucify You?" Jesus
answered, "You would have no authority over Me if it were not given to you from above. Therefore the
one who handed Me over to you is guilty of greater sin.” From then on, Pilate tried to release Him, but the
Jews kept shouting, “If you release this man, you are no friend of Caesar. Anyone who declares himself a
king is defying Caesar.”

It was the day of Preparation for the Passover, about the sixth hour. And Pilate said to the Jews, "Here is
your King!" At this, they shouted, "Away with Him! Away with Him! Crucify Him!" "Shall | crucify your King?"
Pilate asked. "We have no king but Caesar,” replied the chief priests.

Pilate also had a notice posted on the cross. It read: JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS. Many
of the Jews read this sign, because the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and it was
written in Hebrew, Latin, and Greek. So the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, "Do not write, The King
of the Jews, but only that He said, 'l am the King of the Jews.” Pilate answered, "What | have written, |
have written.”

Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus.
But Peter and John replied, "Judge for yourselves whether it is right in God's sight to listen to you rather
than God. For we cannot stop speaking about what we have seen and heard.” After further threats they
let them go. They could not find a way to punish them, because all the people were glorifying God for
what had happened.

On their release, Peter and John returned to their own people and reported everything that the chief
priests and elders had said to them. When the believers heard this, they lifted up their voices to God with
one accord. "Sovereign Lord,” they said, "You made the heaven and the earth and the sea and everything
in them. You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the mouth of Your servant, our father David: 'Why do the
nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather
together against the Lord and against His Anointed One." In fact, this is the very city where Herod and
Pontius Pilate conspired with the Gentiles and the people of Israel against Your holy servant Jesus, whom
You anointed. They carried out what Your hand and will had decided beforehand would happen. And now,
Lord, consider their threats, and enable Your servants to speak Your word with complete boldness,
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Then the high priest and all his associates, who belonged to the party of the Sadducees, were filled with
jealousy. They went out and arrested the apostles and put them in the public jail.

But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the doors of the jail and brought them out, saying, “Go,
stand in the temple courts and tell the people the full message of this new life.” At daybreak the apostles
entered the temple courts as they had been told and began to teach the people. When the high priest and
his associates arrived, they convened the Sanhedrin- the full assembly of the elders of Israel- and sent to
the jail for the apostles. But on arriving at the jail, the officers did not find them there. So they returned
with the report: "We found the jail securely locked, with the guards posted at the doors; but when we
opened them, we found no one inside.” When the captain of the temple guard and the chief priests heard
this account, they were perplexed as to what was happening. Then someone came in and announced,
“Look, the men you put in jail are standing in the temple courts teaching the people!” At that point, the
captain went with the officers and brought the apostles- but not by force, for fear the people would stone
them. They brought them in and made them stand before the Sanhedrin, where the high priest
interrogated them. "We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name,” he said. "Yet you have filled
Jerusalem with your teaching and are determined to make us responsible for this man’s blood.” But Peter
and the other apostles replied, “We must obey God rather than men.

The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing that they had been counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the
Name.

About that time, King Herod reached out to harm some who belonged to the church. He had James, the
brother of John, put to death with the sword. And seeing that this pleased the Jews, Herod proceeded to
seize Peter during the Feast of Unleavened Bread. He arrested him and put him in prison, handing him
over to be guarded by four squads of four soldiers each. Herod intended to bring him out to the people
after the Passover. So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was fervently praying to God for him.

HOLY WORDS OF GOD 26 - GOVERNMENT



HOLY WORDS OF GOD 26 - GOVERNMENT

On the night before Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with
two chains, with sentries standing guard at the entrance to the prison. Suddenly an angel of the Lord
appeared and a light shone in the cell. He tapped Peter on the side and woke him up, saying, “Get up
quickly.” And the chains fell off his wrists. "Get dressed and put on your sandals,” said the angel. Peter did
so, and the angel told him, "Wrap your cloak around you and follow me."” So Peter followed him out, but he
was unaware that what the angel was doing was real. He thought he was only seeing a vision. They
passed the first and second guards and came to the iron gate leading to the city, which opened for them
by itself. When they had gone outside and walked the length of one block, the angel suddenly left him.
Then Peter came to himself and said, "Now | know for sure that the Lord has sent His angel and rescued
me from Herod's grasp and from everything the Jewish people were anticipating.” And when he had
realized this, he went to the house of Mary the mother of John, also called Mark, where many people had
gathered together and were praying. He knocked at the outer gate, and a servant girl named Rhoda came
to answer it. When she recognized Peter's voice, she was so overjoyed that she forgot to open the gate,
but ran inside and announced, "Peter is standing at the gate!" "You are out of your mind,” they told her.
But when she kept insisting it was so, they said, It must be his angel.” But Peter kept on knocking, and
when they opened the door and saw him, they were astounded. Peter motioned with his hand for silence,
and he described how the Lord had brought him out of the prison. “Send word to James and to the
brothers,” he said, and he left for another place.

At daybreak there was no small commotion among the soldiers as to what had become of Peter. After
Herod had searched for him unsuccessfully, he examined the guards and ordered that they be executed.
Then he went down from Judea to Caesarea and spent some time there.

Now Herod was in a furious dispute with the people of Tyre and Sidon, and they convened before him.
Having secured the support of Blastus, the king's chamberlain, they asked for peace, because their region
depended on the king's country for food. On the appointed day, Herod donned his royal robes, sat on his
throne, and addressed the people. And they began to shout, "This is the voice of a god, not a man!”
Immediately, because Herod did not give glory to God, an angel of the Lord struck him down, and he was
eaten by worms and died.

The crowd joined in the attack against Paul and Silas, and the magistrates ordered that they be stripped
and beaten with rods. And after striking them with many blows, they threw them into prison and ordered
the jailer to guard them securely. On receiving this order, he placed them in the inner cell and fastened
their feet in the stocks.
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About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were
listening to them. Suddenly a strong earthquake shook the foundations of the prison. At once all the
doors flew open and everyone's chains came loose. When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors
open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, presuming that the prisoners had escaped. But
Paul called out in a loud voice, "Do not harm yourself! We are all here!” Calling for lights, the jailer rushed
in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas. Then he brought them out and asked, "Sirs, what must | do to
be saved?”

When daylight came, the magistrates sent their officers with the order: "Release those men.” The jailer
informed Paul: "“The magistrates have sent orders to release you. Now you may go on your way in peace.”
But Paul said to the officers, “They beat us publicly without a trial and threw us into prison, even though
we are Roman citizens. And now do they want to send us away secretly? Absolutely not! Let them come
themselves and escort us out!” So the officers relayed this message to the magistrates, who were
alarmed to hear that Paul and Silas were Roman citizens. They came to appease them and led them out,
requesting that they leave the city. After Paul and Silas came out of the prison, they went to Lydia's
house to see the brothers and encourage them. Then they left the city.

But when they could not find them, they dragged Jason and some other brothers before the city officials,
shouting, “These men who have turned the world upside down have now come here, and Jason has
welcomed them into his home. They are all defying Caesar's decrees, saying that there is another king,
named Jesus!" On hearing this, the crowd and city officials were greatly disturbed.

From one man He made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and He
determined their appointed times and the boundaries of their lands.
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the commander ordered that Paul be brought into the barracks. He directed that Paul be flogged and
interrogated to determine the reason for this outcry against him. But as they stretched him out to strap
him down, Paul said to the centurion standing there, * Is it lawful for you to flog a Roman citizen without a
trial?" On hearing this, the centurion went and reported it to the commander. "What are you going to do?"
he said. " This man is a Roman citizen.” The commander went to Paul and asked, “Tell me, are you a
Roman citizen?" "Yes," he answered. “l paid a high price for my citizenship,” said the commander. "But |
was born a citizen,” Paul replied. Then those who were about to interrogate Paul stepped back, and the
commander himself was alarmed when he realized that he had put a Roman citizen in chains. The next
day the commander, wanting to learn the real reason Paul was accused by the Jews, released him and
ordered the chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin to assemble. Then he brought Paul down and had him
stand before them.

Paul looked directly at the Sanhedrin and said, "Brothers, | have conducted myself before God in all good
conscience to this day.” At this, the high priest Ananias ordered those standing near Paul to strike him on
the mouth. Then Paul said to him, "God will strike you, you whitewashed wall! You sit here to judge me
according to the law, yet you yourself violate the law by commanding that | be struck.” But those standing
nearby said, "How dare you insult the high priest of God!" "Brothers," Paul replied, " | was not aware that
he was the high priest, for it is written: ' Do not speak evil about the ruler of your people.”

Then Paul, knowing that some of them were Sadducees and others Pharisees, called out in the Sanhedrin,
"Brothers, | am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee. It is because of my hope in the resurrection of the dead
that | am on trial.” As soon as he had said this, a dispute broke out between the Pharisees and Sadducees,
and the assembly was divided. For the Sadducees say that there is neither a resurrection, nor angels, nor
spirits, but the Pharisees acknowledge them all. A great clamor arose, and some scribes from the party of
the Pharisees got up and contended sharply, "We find nothing wrong with this man. If a spirit or an angel
has spoken to him, let us not fight against God.” The dispute grew so violent that the commander was
afraid they would tear Paul to pieces. He ordered the soldiers to go down and remove him by force and
bring him into the barracks.
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After spending no more than eight or ten days with them, Festus went down to Caesarea. The next day he
sat on the judgment seat and ordered that Paul be brought in. When Paul arrived, the Jews who had
come down from Jerusalem stood around him, bringing many serious charges that they could not prove.
Then Paul made his defense: | have committed no offense against the law of the Jews or against the
temple or against Caesar.” But Festus, wishing to do the Jews a favor, said to Paul, "Are you willing to go
up to Jerusalem to stand trial before me on these charges?” Paul replied, I am standing before the
judgment seat of Caesar, where | ought to be tried. | have done nothing wrong to the Jews, as you
yourself know very well. If, however, | am guilty of anything worthy of death, | do not refuse to die. But if
there is no truth to their accusations against me, no one has the right to hand me over to them. | appeal to
Caesar!” Then Festus conferred with his council and replied, "You have appealed to Caesar. To Caesar you
will go!”

Since | was at a loss as to how to investigate these matters, | asked if he was willing to go to Jerusalem
and be tried there on these charges. But when Paul appealed to be held over for the decision of the
Emperor, | ordered that he be held until | could send him to Caesar.”

But Paul answered, “l am not insane, most excellent Festus; | am speaking words of truth and sobriety.
For the king knows about these matters, and | can speak freely to him. | am confident that none of this
has escaped his notice, because it was not done in a corner. King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? |
know you do.” Then Agrippa said to Paul, “Can you persuade me in such a short time to become a
Christian?" "Short time or long,” Paul replied, "l wish to God that not only you but all who hear me this day
may become what | am, except for these chains.” Then the king and the governor rose, along with Bernice
and those seated with them. On their way out, they said to one another, "This man has done nothing
worthy of death or imprisonment.” And Agrippa said to Festus, "This man could have been released if he
had not appealed to Caesar.”

For just last night an angel of God, whose | am and whom | serve, stood beside me and said, Do not be
afraid, Paul; you must stand before Caesar. And look, God has granted you the lives of all who sail with
you.
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When we arrived in Rome, Paul was permitted to stay by himself, with a soldier to guard him. After three
days, he called together the leaders of the Jews. When they had gathered, he said to them, "Brothers,
although | have done nothing against our people or the customs of our fathers, | was taken prisoner in
Jerusalem and handed over to the Romans. They examined me and wanted to release me, because there
was no basis for a death sentence against me. But when the Jews objected, | was compelled to appeal to
Caesar, even though | have no charge to bring against my nation.

Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which is
from God. The authorities that exist have been appointed by God. Consequently, whoever resists
authority is opposing what God has set in place, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves.
For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Do you want to be unafraid of the one in authority?
Then do what is right, and you will have his approval. For he is God's servant for your good. But if you do
wrong, be afraid, for he does not carry the sword in vain. He is God's servant, an agent of retribution to the
wrongdoer. Therefore it is necessary to submit to authority, not only to avoid punishment, but also as a
matter of conscience. This is also why you pay taxes. For the authorities are God's servants, who devote
themselves to their work. Pay everyone what you owe him: taxes to whom taxes are due, revenue to
whom revenue is due, respect to whom respect is due, honor to whom honor is due.

Among the mature, however, we speak a message of wisdom- but not the wisdom of this age or of the
rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. No, we speak of the mysterious and hidden wisdom of God,
which He destined for our glory before time began. None of the rulers of this age understood it. For if they
had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.

"Everything is permissible for me,” but not everything is beneficial. "Everything is permissible for me,” but
| will not be mastered by anything.

"Everything is permissible,” but not everything is beneficial. "Everything is permissible,” but not
everything is edifying.

Then the end will come, when He hands over the kingdom to God the Father after He has destroyed all
dominion, authority, and power. For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet.

HOLY WORDS OF GOD 26 - GOVERNMENT



HOLY WORDS OF GOD 26 - GOVERNMENT

There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if
you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's seed and heirs according to the promise.

But what does the Scripture say? "Expel the slave woman and her son, for the slave woman'’s son will
never share in the inheritance with the free woman's son.” Therefore, brothers, we are not children of the
slave woman, but of the free woman.

It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not be encumbered once more by a
yoke of slavery.

The entire law is fulfilled in a single decree: “Love your neighbor as yourself."

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and
self-control. Against such things there is no law.

far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in the
present age but also in the one to come. And God put everything under His feet and made Him head over
everything for the church,

remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel,
and strangers to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world.

Therefore you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of
God's household,

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the
powers of this world's darkness, and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.
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Therefore God exalted Him to the highest place and gave Him the name above all names, that at the
name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

But our citizenship is in heaven, and we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ,

For in Him all things were created, things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or
dominions or rulers or authorities. All things were created through Him and for Him.

See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, which are based on
human tradition and the spiritual forces of the world rather than on Christ.

Now we know that the law is good, if one uses it legitimately. We realize that law is not enacted for the
righteous, but for the lawless and rebellious, for the ungodly and sinful, for the unholy and profane, for
killers of father or mother, for murderers, for the sexually immoral, for homosexuals, for slave traders
and liars and perjurers, and for anyone else who is averse to sound teaching

Now to the King eternal, immortal, and invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.

First of all, then, | urge that petitions, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgiving be offered for everyone-
for kings and all those in authority- so that we may lead tranquil and quiet lives in all godliness and
dignity.

which the blessed and only Sovereign One- the King of kings and Lord of lords- will bring about in His own
time.

if we endure, we will also reign with Him; if we deny Him, He will also deny us;

Remind the believers to submit to rulers and authorities, to be obedient and ready for every good work,
to malign no one, and to be peaceable and gentle, showing full consideration to everyone.
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But about the Son He says: "Your throne, 0 God, endures forever and ever, and justice is the scepter of
Your kingdom.

The point of what we are saying is this: We do have such a high priest, who sat down at the right hand of
the throne of the Majesty in heaven, and who ministers in the sanctuary and true tabernacle set up by the
Lord, not by man.

Still others endured mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they
were sawed in two, they were put to death by the sword. They went around in sheepskins and goatskins,
destitute, oppressed, and mistreated. The world was not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and
mountains, and hid in caves and holes in the ground.

Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they watch over your souls as those who must give an account.
To this end, allow them to lead with joy and not with grief, for that would be of no advantage to you.

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's own possession, to
proclaim the virtues of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.

Beloved, | urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from the desires of the flesh, which war against
your soul. Conduct yourselves with such honor among the Gentiles that, though they slander you as
evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day He visits us. Submit yourselves for
the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether to the king as the supreme authority, or to governors
as those sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to praise those who do right. For it is God's will
that by doing good you should silence the ignorance of foolish men. Live in freedom, but do not use your
freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as servants of God. Treat everyone with high regard: Love the
brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor the king. Servants, submit yourselves to your masters with all
respect, not only to those who are good and gentle, but even to those who are unreasonable.

if He condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to destruction, reducing them to ashes as an
example of what is coming on the ungodly; and if He rescued Lot, a righteous man distressed by the
depraved conduct of the lawless (for that righteous man, living among them day after day, was
tormented in his righteous soul by the lawless deeds he saw and heard)-
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Such punishment is specially reserved for those who indulge the corrupt desires of the flesh and despise
authority. Bold and self-willed, they are unafraid to slander glorious beings. Yet not even angels, though
greater in strength and power, dare to bring such slanderous charges against them before the Lord.

Everyone who practices sin practices lawlessness as well. Indeed, sin is lawlessness.

Yet in the same way these dreamers defile their bodies, reject authority, and slander glorious beings.

John, To the seven churches in the province of Asia: Grace and peace to you from Him who is and was
and is to come, and from the seven Spirits before His throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness,
the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To Him who loves us and has released
us from our sins by His blood, who has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father- to Him be
the glory and power forever and ever! Amen.

To the one who overcomes, | will grant the right to sit with Me on My throne, just as | overcame and sat
down with My Father on His throne.

At once | was in the Spirit, and | saw a throne standing in heaven, with someone seated on it. The One
seated there looked like jasper and carnelian, and a rainbow that gleamed like an emerald encircled the
throne. Surrounding the throne were twenty-four other thrones, and on these thrones sat twenty-four
elders dressed in white, with golden crowns on their heads. From the throne came flashes of lightning,
and rumblings, and peals of thunder. Before the throne burned seven torches of fire. These are the seven
Spirits of God. And before the throne was something like a sea of glass, as clear as crystal. In the center,
around the throne, were four living creatures, covered with eyes in front and back.

And whenever the living creatures give glory, honor, and thanks to the One seated on the throne who
lives forever and ever, the twenty-four elders fall down before the One seated on the throne, and they
worship Him who lives forever and ever. They cast their crowns before the throne, saying:
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You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign upon the earth.”
Then | looked, and | heard the voices of many angels and living creatures and elders encircling the throne,
and their number was myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands. In a loud voice they were saying:
"Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and riches and wisdom and strength and honor and
glory and blessing!” And | heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea,
and all that is in them, saying: "To Him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and
glory and power forever and ever!”

After this | looked and saw a multitude too large to count, from every nation and tribe and people and
tongue, standing before the throne and before the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and holding
palm branches in their hands. And they cried out in a loud voice: * Salvation to our God, who sits on the
throne, and to the Lamb!" And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four
living creatures. And they fell facedown before the throne and worshiped God,

For this reason, they are before the throne of God and serve Him day and night in His temple; and the One
seated on the throne will spread His tabernacle over them.

Then the seventh angel sounded his trumpet, and loud voices called out in heaven: "The kingdom of the
world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ, and He will reign forever and ever.” And the
twenty-four elders who sit on their thrones before God fell on their faces and worshiped God, saying: "We
give thanks to You, 0 Lord God Almighty, the One who is and who was and is to come, because You have
taken Your great power and have begun to reign. The nations were enraged, and Your wrath has come.
The time has come to judge the dead and to reward Your servants the prophets, as well as the saints and
those who fear Your name, both small and great-and to destroy those who destroy the earth.”

Then | saw a beast with ten horns and seven heads rising out of the sea. There were ten royal crowns on
its horns and blasphemous names on its heads. The beast | saw was like a leopard, with the feet of a bear
and the mouth of a lion. And the dragon gave the beast his power and his throne and great authority.

Then a second angel followed, saying, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, who has made all the nations
drink the wine of the passion of her immorality.”
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The great city was split into three parts, and the cities of the nations collapsed. And God remembered
Babylon the great and gave her the cup of the wine of the fury of His wrath. Then every island fled, and no
mountain could be found.

Then one of the seven angels with the seven bowls came and said to me, "Come, | will show you the
punishment of the great prostitute, who sits on many waters. The kings of the earth were immoral with
her, and those who dwell on the earth were intoxicated with the wine of her immorality.”

This calls for a mind with wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains on which the woman sits. There
are also seven kings. Five have fallen, one is, and the other has not yet come; but when he does come, he
must remain for only a little while. The beast that was, and now is not, is an eighth king, who belongs to
the other seven and is going into destruction. The ten horns you saw are ten kings who have not yet
received a kingdom, but will receive one hour of authority as kings, along with the beast. These kings have
one purpose: to yield their power and authority to the beast.

They will make war against the Lamb, and the Lamb will triumph over them, because He is Lord of lords
and King of kings; and He will be accompanied by His called and chosen and faithful ones.” Then the angel
said to me, "The waters you saw, where the prostitute was seated, are peoples and multitudes and
nations and tongues. And the ten horns and the beast that you saw will hate the prostitute. They will
leave her desolate and naked, and will eat her flesh and burn her with fire. For God has put it into their
hearts to carry out His purpose by uniting to give their kingdom to the beast, until the words of God are
fulfilled. And the woman you saw is the great city that rules over the kings of the earth.”

And he cried out in a mighty voice: “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great! She has become a lair for demons
and a haunt for every unclean spirit, every unclean bird, and every detestable beast. All the nations have
drunk the wine of the passion of her immorality. The kings of the earth were immoral with her, and the
merchants of the earth have grown wealthy from the extravagance of her luxury.”

Then the kings of the earth who committed sexual immorality and lived in luxury with her will weep and
wail at the sight of the smoke rising from the fire that consumes her. In fear of her torment, they will
stand at a distance and cry out: "Woe, woe to the great city, the mighty city of Babylon! For in a single
hour your judgment has come.”
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Then a mighty angel picked up a stone the size of a great millstone and cast it into the sea, saying: "With
such violence the great city of Babylon will be cast down, never to be seen again.”

And from His mouth proceeds a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, and He will rule them
with an iron scepter. He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty.

And He has a name written on His robe and on His thigh: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.

Then | saw an angel standing in the sun, and he cried out in a loud voice to all the birds flying overhead,
"Come, gather together for the great supper of God, so that you may eat the flesh of kings and
commanders and mighty men, of horses and riders, of everyone slave and free, small and great.” Then |
saw the beast and the kings of the earth with their armies assembled to wage war against the One seated
on the horse, and against His army.

Blessed and holy are those who share in the first resurrection! The second death has no power over them,
but they will be priests of God and of Christ, and will reign with Him for a thousand years.

Then | saw a great white throne and the One seated on it. Earth and heaven fled from His presence, and
no place was found for them. And | saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne. And there
were open books, and one of them was the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their
deeds, as recorded in the books. The sea gave up its dead, and Death and Hades gave up their dead, and
each one was judged according to his deeds.

And the One seated on the throne said, "Behold, | make all things new.” Then He said, "Write this down, for
these words are faithful and true.” And He told me, "It is done! | am the Alpha and the Omega, the
Beginning and the End. To the thirsty | will give freely from the spring of the water of life."
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Then the angel showed me a river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God
and of the Lamb down the middle of the main street of the city. On either side of the river stood a tree of
life, bearing twelve kinds of fruit and yielding a fresh crop for each month. And the leaves of the tree are
for the healing of the nations. No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will
be within the city, and His servants will worship Him. They will see His face, and His name will be on their
foreheads. There will be no more night in the city, and they will have no need for the light of a lamp or of
the sun. For the Lord God will shine on them, and they will reign forever and ever.

Total number of passages: 419

HOLY WORDS OF GOD 26 - GOVERNMENT



