HOLY WORDS OF GOD

' These are the holy words of God Almighty.
V We are not interested in the words of humans.
For anybody who loves God... this is what God says about: LOVE.

Top 3 Most Significant Verses

But to those of you who will listen, | say: Love your enemies, do good to those who
hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. If someone
strikes you on one cheek, turn to him the other also. And if someone takes your cloak,
do not withhold your tunic as well.

Beloved, let us love one another, because love comes from God. Everyone who loves
has been born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God,
because God is love. This is how God's love was revealed among us: God sent His one
and only Son into the world, so that we might live through Him. And love consists in
this: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son as the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.

A despairing man should have the kindness of his friend, even if he forsakes the fear
of the Almighty.
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For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one

flesh.
So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, yet it seemed but a few days because of his love for her.

Honor your father and mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the LORD your God is giving
you.

"You shall not covet your neighbor's house. You shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his manservant or
maidservant, or his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.”

If you encounter your enemy's stray ox or donkey, you must return it to him. If you see the donkey of one
who hates you fallen under its load, do not leave it there; you must help him with it.

Then the LORD passed in front of Moses and called out: “The LORD, the LORD God, is compassionate and
gracious, slow to anger, abounding in loving devotion and faithfulness”

You must not harbor hatred against your brother in your heart. Directly rebuke your neighbor, so that you
will not incur guilt on account of him. Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against any of your people,
but love your neighbor as yourself. | am the LORD.

You must treat the foreigner living among you as native-born and love him as yourself, for you were
foreigners in the land of Egypt. | am the LORD your God.

Now if your countryman becomes destitute and cannot support himself among you, then you are to help
him as you would a foreigner or stranger, so that he can continue to live among you. Do not take any
interest or profit from him, but fear your God, that your countryman may live among you. You must not
lend him your silver at interest or sell him your food for profit.
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Now Moses was a very humble man, more so than any man on the face of the earth.

And you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.

Know therefore that the LORD your God is God, the faithful God who keeps His covenant of loving
devotion for a thousand generations of those who love Him and keep His commandments. But those who
hate Him He repays to their faces with destruction; He will not hesitate to repay to his face the one who
hates Him.

He executes justice for the fatherless and widow, and He loves the foreigner, giving him food and clothing.
So you also must love the foreigner, since you yourselves were foreigners in the land of Egypt.

You shall therefore love the LORD your God and always keep His charge, His statutes, His ordinances, and
His commandments.

So if you carefully obey the commandments | am giving you today, to love the LORD your God and to
serve Him with all your heart and with all your soul,

you must not listen to the words of that prophet or dreamer. For the LORD your God is testing you to find
out whether you love Him with all your heart and with all your soul.

Give generously to him, and do not let your heart be grieved when you do so. And because of this the
LORD your God will bless you in all your work and in everything to which you put your hand. For there will
never cease to be poor in the land; that is why | am commanding you to open wide your hand to your
brother and to the poor and needy in your land.

Everyone must appear with a gift as he is able, according to the blessing the LORD your God has given
you.
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The LORD your God will circumcise your hearts and the hearts of your descendants, and you will love Him
with all your heart and with all your soul, so that you may live.

and that you may love the LORD your God, obey Him, and hold fast to Him. For He is your life, and He will
prolong your life in the land that the LORD swore to give to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.”

But be very careful to observe the commandment and the law that Moses the servant of the LORD gave
you: to love the LORD your God, to walk in all His ways, to keep His commandments, to hold fast to Him,
and to serve Him with all your heart and with all your soul.”

Do not boast so proudly, or let arrogance come from your mouth, for the LORD is a God who knows, and
by Him actions are weighed.

After David had finished speaking with Saul, the souls of Jonathan and David were knit together, and
Jonathan loved him as himself. And from that day Saul kept David with him and did not let him return to
his father's house. Then Jonathan made a covenant with David because he loved him as himself. And
Jonathan removed the robe he was wearing and gave it to David, along with his tunic, his sword, his bow,
and his belt.

When the young man had gone, David got up from the south side of the stone, fell facedown, and bowed
three times. Then he and Jonathan kissed each other and wept together- though David wept more. And
Jonathan said to David, “Go in peace, for the two of us have sworn in the name of the LORD, saying, ‘May
the LORD be a witness between you and me, and between your descendants and mine forever.” Then
David got up and departed, and Jonathan went back into the city.

A despairing man should have the kindness of his friend, even if he forsakes the fear of the Almighty.

Remember, 0 LORD, Your compassion and loving devotion, for they are from age to age. Remember not

the sins of my youth, nor my rebellious acts; remember me according to Your loving devotion, because of
Your goodness, 0 LORD.
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He guides the humble in what is right and teaches them His way.

All the LORD's ways are loving and faithful to those who keep His covenant and His decrees.

Love the LORD, all His saints. The LORD preserves the faithful, but fully repays the arrogant.

Your loving devotion, 0 LORD, reaches to the heavens, Your faithfulness to the clouds. Your righteousness
is like the highest mountains; Your judgments are like the deepest sea. 0 LORD, You preserve man and
beast. How precious is Your loving devotion, 0 God, that the children of men take refuge in the shadow of
Your wings!

0 LORD, do not withhold Your mercy from me; Your loving devotion and faithfulness will always guard
me.

Blessed is the one who cares for the poor; the LORD will deliver him in the day of trouble. The LORD will
protect and preserve him; He will bless him in the land and refuse to surrender him to the will of his foes.
The LORD will sustain him on his bed of iliness and restore him from his bed of sickness.

Have mercy on me, 0 God, according to Your loving devotion; according to Your great compassion, blot
out my transgressions.

Answer me, 0 LORD, for Your loving devotion is good; turn to me in keeping with Your great compassion.

For You, 0 Lord, are kind and forgiving, rich in loving devotion to all who call on You.

But You, 0 Lord, are a compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in loving devotion and
faithfulness.
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Whoever slanders his neighbor in secret, | will put to silence; the one with haughty eyes and a proud
heart, | will not endure.

The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in loving devotion. He will not always
accuse us, nor harbor His anger forever. He has not dealt with us according to our sins or repaid us
according to our iniquities. For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is His loving devotion
for those who fear Him. As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions
from us.

But from everlasting to everlasting the loving devotion of the LORD extends to those who fear Him, and
His righteousness to their children’s children-

Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; His loving devotion endures forever.

Let them give thanks to the LORD for His loving devotion and His wonders to the sons of men. For He
satisfies the thirsty and fills the hungry with good things.

For great is His loving devotion toward us, and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. Hallelujah!

Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in harmony!

Give thanks to the God of heaven! His loving devotion endures forever.

The LORD is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in loving devotion. The LORD is
good to all; His compassion rests on all He has made.

The LORD sustains the humble, but casts the wicked to the ground.

HOLY WORDS OF GOD 23 - LOVE



HOLY WORDS OF GOD 23 - LOVE

Let not mercy and truth forsake you; Bind them around your neck, Write them on the tablet of your
heart,

Drink water from your own cistern, and running water from your own well. Why should your springs flow
in the streets, your streams of water in the public squares? Let them be yours alone, never to be shared
with strangers. May your fountain be blessed, and may you rejoice in the wife of your youth: A loving doe,
a graceful fawn- may her breasts satisfy you always; may you be captivated by her love forever. Why be
captivated, my son, by an adulteress, or embrace the bosom of a stranger?

There are six things that the LORD hates, seven that are detestable to Him: haughty eyes, a lying tongue,
hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that devises wicked schemes, feet that run swiftly to evil, a false
witness who gives false testimony, and one who stirs up discord among brothers.

To fear the LORD is to hate evil; | hate arrogant pride, evil conduct, and perverse speech.

| love those who love me, and those who seek me early shall find me.

Hatred stirs up dissension, but love covers all transgressions.

When pride comes, disgrace follows, but with humility comes wisdom.

The merciful man does good for his own soul, But he who is cruel troubles his own flesh.

One gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds what is right, only to become poor. A generous
soul will prosper, and he who refreshes others will himself be refreshed.

He who spares the rod hates his son, but he who loves him disciplines him diligently.

He who despises his neighbor sins, but blessed is he who shows kindness to the poor.
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Whoever oppresses the poor taunts their Maker, but whoever is kind to the needy honors Him.

A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.

The LORD tears down the house of the proud, but He protects the boundaries of the widow.

Everyone who is proud in heart is detestable to the LORD; be assured that he will not go unpunished. By
loving devotion and faithfulness iniquity is atoned for, and by the fear of the LORD one turns aside from
evil.

Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall. It is better to be lowly in spirit among the
humble than to divide the spoil with the proud.

Pleasant words are a honeycomb, sweet to the soul and healing to the bones.

Whoever conceals an offense promotes love, but he who brings it up separates friends.

A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.

Life and death are in the power of the tongue, and those who love it will eat its fruit.

A man of many companions may come to ruin, but there is a friend who stays closer than a brother.

Kindness to the poor is a loan to the LORD, and He will repay the lender.

The desire of a man is loving devotion; better to be poor than a liar.
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To do righteousness and justice is more desirable to the LORD than sacrifice. Haughty eyes and a proud
heart- the guides of the wicked- are sin.

Whoever shuts his ears to the cry of the poor, he too shall cry out and receive no answer.

He who pursues righteousness and loving devotion finds life, righteousness, and honor.

He who guards his mouth and tongue keeps his soul from distress. Mocker is the name of the proud and
arrogant man- of him who acts with excessive pride.

A generous man will be blessed, for he shares his bread with the poor.

Drive out the mocker, and conflict will depart; even quarreling and insults will cease. He who loves a pure
heart and gracious lips will have the king for a friend.

IF your enemy is hungry, give him food to eat, and if he is thirsty, give him water to drink. For in so doing,
you will heap burning coals on his head, and the LORD will reward you.

Whoever gives to the poor will not be in need, but he who hides his eyes will receive many curses.

An angry man stirs up dissension, and a hot-tempered man abounds in transgression.

A man's pride will bring him low, but a humble spirit will obtain honor.

There are three things too wonderful for me, four that | cannot understand: the way of an eagle in the
sky, the way of a snake on a rock, the way of a ship at sea, and the way of a man with a maiden.
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Open your mouth for those with no voice, for the cause of all the dispossessed. Open your mouth, judge
righteously, and defend the cause of the poor and needy.

Do not be quickly provoked in your spirit, for anger settles in the lap of a fool.

This is Solomon'’s Song of Songs. Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth! For your love is more
delightful than wine. The fragrance of your perfume is pleasing; your name is like perfume poured out. No
wonder the maidens adore you. Take me away with you- let us hurry! May the king bring me to his
chambers. We will rejoice and delight in you; we will praise your love more than wine. Itis only right that
they adore you.

| compare you, my darling, to a mare among Pharaoh's chariots. Your cheeks are beautiful with
ornaments, your neck with strings of jewels. We will make you ornaments of gold, studded with beads of
silver. While the king was at his table, my perfume spread its fragrance. My beloved is to me a sachet of
myrrh resting between my breasts. My beloved is to me a cluster of henna blossoms in the vineyards of
En-gedi. How beautiful you are, my darling! Oh, how very beautiful! Your eyes are like doves. How
handsome you are, my beloved! Oh, how delightful! The soft grass is our bed.

| am a rose of Sharon, a lily of the valley. Like a lily among the thorns is my darling among the maidens.
Like an apricot tree among the trees of the forest is my beloved among the young men. | delight to sit in
his shade, and his fruit is sweet to my taste. He has brought me to the house of wine, and his banner over
me is love. Sustain me with raisins; refresh me with apples, for | am faint with love. His left hand is under
my head, and his right arm embraces me. 0 daughters of Jerusalem, | adjure you by the gazelles and does
of the field: Do not arouse or awaken love until the time is right. Listen! My beloved approaches. Look!
Here he comes, leaping across the mountains, bounding over the hills. My beloved is like a gazelle or a
young stag. Look, he stands behind our wall, gazing through the windows, peering through the lattice.
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My beloved calls to me, "Arise, my darling. Come away with me, my beautiful one. For now the winter is
past; the rain is over and gone. The flowers have appeared in the countryside; the season of singing has
come, and the cooing of turtledoves is heard in our land. The fig tree ripens its figs; the blossoming vines
spread their fragrance. Arise, come away, my darling; come away with me, my beautiful one.” 0 my dove
in the clefts of the rock, in the crevices of the cliff, let me see your face, let me hear your voice; for your
voice is sweet, and your countenance is lovely. Catch for us the foxes- the little foxes that ruin the
vineyards- for our vineyards are in bloom. My beloved is mine and | am his; he pastures his flock among
the lilies. Before the day breaks and shadows flee, turn, my beloved, and be like a gazelle or a young stag
on the mountains of Bether.

0 daughters of Jerusalem, | adjure you by the gazelles and does of the field: Do not arouse or awaken
love until the time is right. Who is this coming up from the wilderness like a column of smoke, scented
with myrrh and frankincense from all the spices of the merchant?

How beautiful you are, my darling- how very beautiful! Your eyes are like doves behind your veil. Your
hair is like a flock of goats streaming down Mount Gilead. Your teeth are like a flock of newly shorn sheep
coming up from the washing; each has its twin, and not one of them is lost. Your lips are like a scarlet
ribbon, and your mouth is lovely. Your brow behind your veil is like a slice of pomegranate. Your neck is
like the tower of David, built with rows of stones; on it hang a thousand shields, all of them shields of
warriors. Your breasts are like two fawns, twins of a gazelle grazing among the lilies. Before the day
breaks and the shadows flee, | will make my way to the mountain of myrrh and to the hill of frankincense.
You are altogether beautiful, my darling; in you there is no flaw.

You have captured my heart, my sister, my bride; you have stolen my heart with one glance of your eyes,
with one jewel of your neck. How delightful is your love, my sister, my bride! Your love is much better
than wine, and the fragrance of your perfume than all spices. Your lips, my bride, drip sweetness like the
honeycomb; honey and milk are under your tongue, and the fragrance of your garments is like the aroma
of Lebanon. My sister, my bride, you are a garden locked up, a spring enclosed, a fountain sealed. Your
branches are an orchard of pomegranates with the choicest of fruits, with henna and nard, with nard and
saffron, with calamus and cinnamon, with every kind of frankincense tree, with myrrh and aloes, with all
the finest spices. You are a garden spring, a well of fresh water flowing down from Lebanon. Awake, 0
north wind, and come, 0 south wind. Breathe on my garden and spread the fragrance of its spices. Let my
beloved come into his garden and taste its choicest fruits.
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| have come to my garden, my sister, my bride; | have gathered my myrrh with my spice. | have eaten my
honeycomb with my honey; | have drunk my wine with my milk. Eat, O friends, and drink; drink freely, O
beloved. | sleep, but my heart is awake. A sound! My beloved is knocking: “Open to me, my sister, my
darling, my dove, my flawless one. My head is drenched with dew, my hair with the dampness of the
night.” | have taken off my robe- must | put it back on? | have washed my feet- must | soil them again? My
beloved put his hand to the latch; my heart pounded for him.

0 daughters of Jerusalem, | adjure you, if you find my beloved, tell him | am sick with love. How is your
beloved better than others, 0 most beautiful among women? How is your beloved better than another,
that you charge us so?

My beloved is dazzling and ruddy, outstanding among ten thousand. His head is purest gold; his hair is
wavy and black as a raven. His eyes are like doves beside the streams of water, bathed in milk and
mounted like jewels. His cheeks are like beds of spice, towers of perfume. His lips are like lilies, dripping
with flowing myrrh. His arms are rods of gold set with beryl. His body is an ivory panel bedecked with
sapphires. His legs are pillars of marble set on bases of pure gold. His appearance is like Lebanon, as
majestic as the cedars. His mouth is most sweet; he is altogether lovely. This is my beloved, and this is my
friend, O daughters of Jerusalem.

| belong to my beloved and he belongs to me; he pastures his flock among the lilies.

Turn your eyes away from me, for they have overcome me. Your hair is like a flock of goats streaming
down from Gilead.

How beautiful are your sandaled feet, 0 daughter of the prince! The curves of your thighs are like jewels,
the handiwork of a master. Your navel is a rounded goblet; it never lacks blended wine. Your waist is a
mound of wheat encircled by the lilies. Your breasts are like two Fawns, twins of a gazelle. Your neck is
like a tower made of ivory; your eyes are like the pools of Heshbon by the gate of Bath-rabbim; your nose
is like the tower of Lebanon, facing toward Damascus. Your head crowns you like Mount Carmel, the hair
of your head like purple threads; the king is captured in your tresses. How fair and pleasant you are, 0
love, with your delights! Your stature is like a palm tree; your breasts are clusters of fruit. | said, "I will
climb the palm tree; | will take hold of its fruit." May your breasts be like clusters of the vine, the
fragrance of your breath like apples, and your mouth like the finest wine. May it flow smoothly to my
beloved, gliding gently over lips and teeth.
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| belong to my beloved, and his desire is for me. Come, my beloved, let us go to the countryside; let us
spend the night among the wildflowers. Let us go early to the vineyards to see if the vine has budded, if
the blossom has opened, if the pomegranates are in bloom- there | will give you my love. The mandrakes
send forth a fragrance, and at our door is every delicacy, new as well as old, that | have treasured up for
you, my beloved.

His left hand is under my head, and his right arm embraces me.

0 daughters of Jerusalem, | adjure you: Do not arouse or awaken love until the time is right. Who is this
coming up from the wilderness, leaning on her beloved? | roused you under the apple tree; there your
mother conceived you; there she travailed and brought you forth.

Set me as a seal over your heart, as a seal upon your arm. For love is as strong as death, its jealousy as
unrelenting as Sheol. Its sparks are fiery flames, the fiercest blaze of all. Mighty waters cannot quench
love; rivers cannot sweep it away. If a man were to give all the wealth of his house for love, his offer
would be utterly scorned.

The proud look of man will be humbled, and the loftiness of men brought low; the LORD alone will be
exalted in that day. For the Day of the LORD of Hosts will come against all the proud and lofty, against all
that is exalted- it will be humbled-

But a noble man makes honorable plans; he stands up for worthy causes.

| offered My back to those who struck Me, and My cheeks to those who tore out My beard. | did not hide
My face from scorn and spittle.
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He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, acquainted with grief. Like one from whom men
hide their faces, He was despised, and we esteemed Him not. Surely He took on our infirmities and carried
our sorrows; yet we considered Him stricken by God, struck down and afflicted. But He was pierced for
our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon
Him, and by His stripes we are healed. We all like sheep have gone astray, each one has turned to his own
way; and the LORD has laid upon Him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed and afflicted, yet He did not
open His mouth. He was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so
He did not open His mouth.

Isn't it to share your bread with the hungry, to bring the poor and homeless into your home, to clothe the
naked when you see him, and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood?

and if you give yourself to the hungry and satisfy the afflicted soul, then your light will go forth in the
darkness, and your night will be like noonday.

| will make known the LORD's loving devotion and His praiseworthy acts, because of all that the LORD has
done for us- the many good things for the house of Israel according to His great compassion and loving
devotion.

The LORD appeared to us in the past, saying: ‘I have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore | have
drawn you with loving devotion.

Because of the loving devotion of the LORD we are not consumed, for His mercies never fail. They are new
every morning; great is Your faithfulness!

And | prayed to the LORD my God and confessed, "0, Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps His
covenant of loving devotion to those who love Him and keep His commandments,

So | will betroth you to Me forever; | will betroth you in righteousness and justice, in loving devotion and
compassion. And | will betroth you in faithfulness, and you will know the LORD."
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He has shown you, 0 man, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you but to act justly, to love
mercy, and to walk humbly with your God?

Seek the LORD, all you humble of the earth who carry out His justice. Seek righteousness; seek humility.
Perhaps you will be sheltered on the day of the LORD's anger.

The LORD your God is among you; He is mighty to save. He will rejoice over you with gladness; He will
quiet you with His love; He will rejoice over you with singing.”

"This is what the LORD of Hosts says: ‘Administer true justice. Show loving devotion and compassion to
one another. Do not oppress the widow or the fatherless, the foreigner or the poor. And do not plot evil in
your hearts against one another.

"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they
will be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and
thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called
sons of God. Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven. Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against
you because of Me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven; for in the same way they
persecuted the prophets before you.

But | tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who
says to his brother, 'Raca,’ will be subject to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, 'You fool! will be subject
to the fire of hell. So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has
something against you, leave your gift there before the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother;
then come and offer your gift.

You have heard that it was said, 'Eye for eye and tooth for tooth.' But | tell you not to resist an evil person.
IF someone slaps you on your right cheek, turn to him the other also; if someone wants to sue you and
take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well; and if someone forces you to go one mile, go with him
two miles. Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from
you.
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You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor' and 'Hate your enemy.  But | tell you, love your
enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who mistreat you
and persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes His sun to rise on the evil
and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. If you love those who love you, what
reward will you get? Do not even tax collectors do the same? And if you greet only your friends, what are
you doing more than others? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? Be perfect, therefore, as your
Father in heaven is perfect.

"Be careful not to perform your righteous acts before men to be seen by them. If you do, you will have no
reward from your Father in heaven. So when you give to the needy, do not sound a trumpet before you,
as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by men. Truly | tell you, they
already have their full reward. But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your
right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father, who sees what is done in secret,
will reward you.

For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not
forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive yours.

No one can serve two masters: Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the
one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.

"Do not judge, or you will be judged. For with the same judgment you pronounce, you will be judged; and
with the measure you use, it will be measured to you. Why do you look at the speck in your brother's eye,
but fail to notice the beam in your own eye? How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out
of your eye, while there is still a beam in your own eye? You hypocrite! First take the beam out of your
own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother's eye.

In everything, then, do to others as you would have them do to you. For this is the essence of the Law and
the Prophets.

Come to Me, all you who are weary and burdened, and | will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and
learn from Me; for | am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is
easy and My burden is light."
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“Truly | tell you,” He said, “unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the
kingdom of heaven. Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this little child is the greatest in the
kingdom of heaven.

What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them goes astray, will he not leave the
ninety-nine on the hills and go out to search for the one that is lost? And if he finds it, truly | tell you, he
rejoices more over that one sheep than over the ninety-nine that did not go astray. In the same way, your
Father in heaven is not willing that any of these little ones should perish.

IF your brother sins against you, go and confront him privately. If he listens to you, you have won your
brother over.

Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall | forgive my brother who sins against
me? Up to seven times?" Jesus answered, 'l tell you, not just seven times, but seventy-seven times!

honor your father and mother, and love your neighbor as yourself.”

Jesus told him, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have
treasure in heaven. Then come, follow Me."

So the last will be first, and the first will be last. For many are called, but few are chosen.”

It shall not be this way among you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your
servant, and whoever wants to be first among you must be your slave- just as the Son of Man did not
come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many."

Jesus declared, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.
This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.
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The greatest among you shall be your servant. For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever
humbles himself will be exalted.

Then the King will say to those on His right, Come, you who are blessed by My Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For | was hungry and you gave Me something to eat, |
was thirsty and you gave Me something to drink, | was a stranger and you took Me in, | was naked and you
clothed Me, | was sick and you looked after Me, | was in prison and you visited Me. Then the righteous will
answer Him, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You something to drink?
When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You? When did we see You sick or
in prison and visit You?' And the King will reply, Truly | tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of
these brothers of Mine, you did for Me.’

Then He will say to those on His left, 'Depart from Me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared
for the devil and his angels. For | was hungry and you gave Me nothing to eat, | was thirsty and you gave
Me nothing to drink, | was a stranger and you did not take Me in, | was naked and you did not clothe Me, |
was sick and in prison and you did not visit Me.' And they too will reply, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry
or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to You?' Then the King will
answer, Truly | tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for Me.

a woman came to Him with an alabaster jar of expensive perfume, which she poured on His head as He
reclined at the table.

Going a little farther, He fell Facedown and prayed, "My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me.
Yet not as | will, but as You will."

Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, “If anyone wants to be first, he must be the last of all and
the servant of all.”

But it shall not be this way among you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your
servant, and whoever wants to be first must be the slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come to
be served, but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many.”
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And when you stand to pray, if you hold anything against another, forgive it, so that your Father in heaven
will forgive your trespasses as well. But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father in heaven forgive
your trespasses.”

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your
strength.’ The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself. No other commandment is greater than
these.” "Right, Teacher,” the scribe replied. "You have stated correctly that God is One and there is no
other but Him, and to love Him with all your heart and with all your understanding and with all your
strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself, which is more important than all burnt offerings and
sacrifices.”

While Jesus was in Bethany reclining at the table in the home of Simon the Leper, a woman came with an
alabaster jar of expensive perfume, made of pure nard. She broke open the jar and poured it on Jesus'

head.

John replied, "Whoever has two tunics should share with him who has none, and whoever has food
should do the same.”

But to those of you who will listen, | say: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those
who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. If someone strikes you on one cheek, turn to him the
other also. And if someone takes your cloak, do not withhold your tunic as well. Give to everyone who
asks you, and if anyone takes what is yours, do not demand it back. Do to others as you would have them
do to you.

IF you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love those who love them. If you
do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners do the same. And if you
lend to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners,
expecting to be repaid in full.
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But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them, expecting nothing in return. Then your reward
will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. Be
merciful, just as your Father is merciful. Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and
you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. Give, and it will be given to you. A good
measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over will be poured into your lap. For with the
measure you use, it will be measured back to you."

When a sinful woman from that town learned that Jesus was dining there, she brought an alabaster jar of
perfume. As she stood behind Him at His feet weeping, she began to wet His feet with her tears and wipe
them with her hair. Then she kissed His feet and anointed them with the perfume.

“Two men were debtors to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, and the other fifty.
When they were unable to repay him, he forgave both of them. Which one, then, will love him more?" "l
suppose the one who was forgiven more,” Simon replied. "You have judged correctly,” Jesus said. And
turning toward the woman, He said to Simon, "Do you see this woman? When | entered your house, you
did not give Me water for My feet, but she wet My feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. You
did not greet Me with a kiss, but she has not stopped kissing My feet since | arrived. You did not anoint My
head with oil, but she has anointed My feet with perfume. Therefore | tell you, because her many sins
have been forgiven, she has loved much. But he who has been forgiven little loves little."

He answered, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength
and with all your mind’ and 'Love your neighbor as yourself.”

Jesus took up this question and said, "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho when he fell into
the hands of robbers. They stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. Now by chance
a priest was going down the same road, but when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. So too,
when a Levite came to that spot and saw him, he passed by on the other side. But when a Samaritan on a
journey came upon him, he looked at him and had compassion. He went to him and bandaged his
wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care
of him. The next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. Take care of him," he said,
‘and on my return | will repay you for any additional expense.' Which of these three do you think was a
neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?" “The one who showed him mercy,” replied the
expert in the law. Then Jesus told him, "Go and do likewise.”
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"When you are invited to a wedding banquet, do not sit in the place of honor, in case someone more
distinguished than you has been invited. Then the host who invited both of you will come and tell you,
‘Give this man your seat." And in humiliation, you will have to take the last place. But when you are invited,
go and sit in the last place, so that your host will come and tell you, Friend, move up to a better place.’
Then you will be honored in front of everyone at the table with you. For everyone who exalts himself will
be humbled, and the one who humbles himself will be exalted.”

Then Jesus said to the man who had invited Him, "When you host a dinner or a banquet, do not invite
your friends or brothers or relatives or rich neighbors. Otherwise, they may invite you in return, and you
will be repaid. But when you host a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind, and you
will be blessed. Since they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”

So he got up and went to his father. But while he was still in the distance, his father saw him and was
filled with compassion. He ran to his son, embraced him, and kissed him. The son declared, ‘Father, | have
sinned against heaven and against you. | am no longer worthy to be called your son. But the father said to
his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.
Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let us feast and celebrate. For this son of mine was dead and is alive
again! He was lost and is found!’ So they began to celebrate.

No servant can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to
the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money."

Even if he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven times returns to say, | repent,’ you must
forgive him."

| tell you, this man, rather than the Pharisee, went home justified. For everyone who exalts himself will be
humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.”

But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, "Look, Lord, half of my possessions | give to the poor, and if |
have cheated anyone, | will repay it fourfold.”
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“Truly | tell you,” He said, "this poor widow has put in more than all the others. For they all contributed out
of their surplus, but she out of her poverty has put in all she had to live on.”

But you shall not be like them. Instead, the greatest among you should be like the youngest, and the one
who leads like the one who serves. For who is greater, the one who reclines at the table or the one who
serves? Is it not the one who reclines? But | am among you as one who serves.

“Lord,” said Peter, "l am ready to go with You even to prison and to death.”

Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” And they divided up
His garments by casting lots.

For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that everyone who believes in Him shall not
perish but have eternal life. For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to
save the world through Him.

He must increase; | must decrease.

The reason the Father loves Me is that | lay down My life in order to take it up again.

Jesus wept. Then the Jews said, "See how He loved him!"

Then Mary took about a pint of expensive perfume, made of pure nard, and she anointed Jesus’ feet and
wiped them with her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.

It was now just before the Passover Feast, and Jesus knew that His hour had come to leave this world
and return to the Father. Having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the very end.
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After that, He poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and dry them with the
towel that was around Him.

Soif I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another's feet. | have set
you an example so that you should do as | have done for you. Truly, truly, | tell you, no servant is greater
than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. If you know these things, you will
be blessed if you do them.

One of His disciples, the one whom Jesus loved, was reclining at His side.

A new commandment | give you: Love one another. As | have loved you, so you also must love one
another. By this everyone will know that you are My disciples, if you love one another.”

If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.

Whoever has My commandments and keeps them is the one who loves Me. The one who loves Me will be
loved by My Father, and | will love him and reveal Myself to him.”

Jesus replied, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word. My Father will love him, and We will come to him
and make Our home with him. Whoever does not love Me does not keep My words. The word that you
hear is not My own, but it is from the Father who sent Me.

As the Father has loved Me, so have | loved you. Remain in My love. If you keep My commandments, you
will remain in My love, just as | have kept My Father's commandments and remain in His love. | have told
you these things so that My joy may be in you and your joy may be complete. This is My commandment,
that you love one another as | have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life
for his friends. You are My friends if you do what | command you. No longer do | call you servants, for a
servant does not understand what his master is doing. But | have called you friends, because everything |
have learned from My Father | have made known to you.

This is My command to you: Love one another.
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For the Father Himself loves you, because you have loved Me and have believed that | came from God.

lin them and You in Me- that they may be perfectly united, so that the world may know that You sent Me
and have loved them just as You have loved Me.

And | have made Your name known to them and will continue to make it known, so that the love You have
for Me may be in them, and | in them."

When they had finished eating, Jesus asked Simon Peter, "Simon son of John, do you love Me more than
these?" "Yes, Lord,” he answered, "You know | love You." Jesus replied, "Feed My lambs.” Jesus asked a
second time, "Simon son of John, do you love Me?" "Yes, Lord," he answered, "You know | love You." Jesus
told him, "Shepherd My sheep.” Jesus asked a third time, "Simon son of John, do you love Me?" Peter was
deeply hurt that Jesus had asked him a third time, "Do you love Me?" “Lord, You know all things," he
replied. "You know | love You." Jesus said to him, "Feed My sheep.

All the believers were together and had everything in common. Selling their possessions and goods, they
shared with anyone who was in need. With one accord they continued to meet daily in the temple courts
and to break bread from house to house, sharing their meals with gladness and sincerity of heart,

There were no needy ones among them, because those who owned lands or houses would sell their
property, bring the proceeds from the sales, and lay them at the apostles’ feet for distribution to anyone
as he had need.

While they were stoning him, Stephen appealed, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Falling on his knees, he
cried out in a loud voice, "Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when he had said this, he fell
asleep.

The eunuch was reading this passage of Scripture: "He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, and as a
lamb before the shearer is silent, so He did not open His mouth. In His humiliation He was deprived of
justice. Who can recount His descendants? For His life was removed from the earth.”
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In everything, | showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering the
words of the Lord Jesus HimselF: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.”

And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out His love into our hearts through the Holy
Spirit, whom He has given us. For at just the right time, while we were still powerless, Christ died for the
ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly
dare to die. But God proves His love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
Therefore, since we have now been justified by His blood, how much more shall we be saved from wrath
through Him! For if, when we were enemies of God, we were reconciled to Him through the death of His
Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through His life!

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or distress or persecution or famine or
nakedness or danger or sword? As it is written: " For Your sake we face death all day long; we are
considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him
who loved us.

For | am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor principalities, neither the present nor
the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

For by the grace given me | say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought,
but think of yourself with sober judgment, according to the measure of faith God has given you.

Love must be sincere. Detest what is evil; cling to what is good. Be devoted to one another in brotherly
love. Outdo yourselves in honoring one another. Do not let your zeal subside; keep your spiritual fervor,
serving the Lord. Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, persistent in prayer. Share with the saints who are
in need. Practice hospitality.

Bless those who persecute you. Bless and do not curse. Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep with those
who weep. Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but enjoy the company of the lowly. Do not
be conceited. Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Carefully consider what is right in the eyes of everybody. If
it is possible on your part, live at peace with everyone.
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Do not avenge yourselves, beloved, but leave room for God's wrath. For it is written: "Vengeance is Mine; |
will repay, says the Lord.” On the contrary, "If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him a
drink. For in so doing, you will heap burning coals on his head.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome
evil with good.

Be indebted to no one, except to one another in love. For he who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law.
The commandments "Do not commit adultery,” "Do not murder,” "Do not steal,” "Do not covet,” and any
other commandments, are summed up in this one decree: "Love your neighbor as yourself." Love does no
wrong to its neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.

Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on his opinions.

Why, then, do you judge your brother? Or why do you belittle your brother? For we will all stand before
God's judgment seat. It is written: "As surely as | live, says the Lord, every knee will bow before Me; every
tongue will confess to God.” So then, each of us will give an account of himself to God.

Therefore let us stop judging one another. Instead, make up your mind not to put any stumbling block or
obstacle in your brother's way. | am convinced and fully persuaded in the Lord Jesus that nothing is
unclean in itself. But if anyone regards something as unclean, then for him it is unclean. If your brother is
distressed by what you eat, you are no longer acting in love. Do not by your eating destroy your brother,
for whom Christ died.

So then, let us pursue what leads to peace and to mutual edification.

We who are strong ought to bear with the shortcomings of the weak and not to please ourselves. Each of
us should please his neighbor for his good, to build him up. For even Christ did not please Himself, but as
it is written: "The insults of those who insult You have fallen on Me." For everything that was written in the
past was written for our instruction, so that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures,
we might have hope. Now may the God who gives endurance and encouragement grant you harmony
with one another in Christ Jesus, so that with one mind and one voice you may glorify the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring glory to

God.

HOLY WORDS OF GOD 23 - LOVE



HOLY WORDS OF GOD 23 - LOVE

Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the churches of Christ send you greetings.

Now | urge you, brothers, to watch out for those who create divisions and obstacles that are contrary to
the teaching you have learned. Turn away from them. For such people are not serving our Lord Christ, but
their own appetites. By smooth talk and flattery they deceive the hearts of the naive.

Rather, as it is written: “ No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no heart has imagined, what God has prepared
for those who love Him."

The very fact that you have lawsuits among you means that you are thoroughly defeated already. Why
not rather be wronged? Why not rather be cheated?

Now for the matters you wrote about: It is good to abstain from sexual relations. But because there is so
much sexual immorality, each man should have his own wife, and each woman her own husband. The
husband should fulfill his marital duty to his wife, and likewise the wife to her husband. The wife does not
have authority over her own body, but the husband. Likewise the husband does not have authority over
his own body, but the wife. Do not deprive each other, except by mutual consent and for a time, so you
may devote yourselves to prayer. Then come together again, so that Satan will not tempt you through
your lack of self-control.

Though | am free of obligation to anyone, | make myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible.

No one should seek his own good, but the good of others.

Do not become a stumbling block, whether to Jews or Greeks or the church of God- as | also try to please
everyone in all | do. For | am not seeking my own good, but the good of many, that they may be saved.

so that there should be no division in the body, but that its members should have mutual concern for one
another. If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.
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IF | speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, | am only a ringing gong or a clanging
cymbal. If | have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if | have
absolute faith so as to move mountains, but have not love, | am nothing. If | give all | possess to the poor
and exult in the surrender of my body, but have not love, | gain nothing. Love is patient, love is kind. It
does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. Itis not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered,
it keeps no account of wrongs. Love takes no pleasure in evil, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things,
believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never fails. But where there are prophecies,
they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be restrained; where there is knowledge, it will be
dismissed.

And now these three remain: faith, hope, and love; but the greatest of these is love.

Earnestly pursue love and eagerly desire spiritual gifts, especially the gift of prophecy.

Do everything in love.

For Christ's love compels us, because we are convinced that One died for all, therefore all died. And He
died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died for them and
was raised again.

Rather, as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: in great endurance; in troubles,
hardships, and calamities; in beatings, imprisonments, and riots; in labor, sleepless nights, and hunger; in
purity, knowledge, patience, and kindness; in the Holy Spirit and in sincere love; in truthful speech and in
the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness in the right hand and in the left; through glory and
dishonor, slander and praise; viewed as imposters, yet genuine; as unknown, yet well-known; dying, and
yet we live on; punished, yet not killed; sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich;
having nothing, and yet possessing everything.

In the terrible ordeal they suffered, their abundant joy and deep poverty overflowed into rich generosity.
For | testify that they gave according to their ability and even beyond it. Of their own accord, they
earnestly pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints. And not only did they do
as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us, because it was the will of God.
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But just as you excel in everything- in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness, and in the
love we inspired in you- see that you also excel in this grace of giving. | am not making a demand, but |
am testing the sincerity of your love in comparison to the earnestness of others. For you know the grace
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, so that you through
His poverty might become rich.

For if the eagerness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what he
does not have.

In full view of the churches, then, show these men the proof of your love and the reason for our boasting
about you.

Each one should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not out of regret or compulsion. For God
loves a cheerful giver.

Now by the mildness and gentleness of Christ, | appeal to you- |, Paul, who am humble when face to face
with you, but bold when away.

That is why, for the sake of Christ, | delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in
difficulties. For when | am weak, then | am strong.

Finally, brothers, rejoice! Aim for perfect harmony, encourage one another, be of one mind, live in peace.
And the God of love and peace will be with you. Greet one another with a holy kiss.

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with all of
you.

There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
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For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value. All that matters is faith,
expressed through love.

For you, brothers, were called to freedom; but do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh.
Rather, serve one another in love. The entire law is fulfilled in a single decree: "Love your neighbor as
yourself." But if you keep on biting and devouring one another, watch out, or you will be consumed by one
another.

The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity, and debauchery; idolatry and sorcery;
hatred, discord, jealousy, and rage; rivalries, divisions, factions, and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the
like. | warn you, as | did before, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and
self-control. Against such things there is no law.

Brothers, if someone is caught in a trespass, you who are spiritual should restore him with a spirit of
gentleness. But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted. Carry one another's burdens, and in this way
you will fulfill the law of Christ.

If anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself. Each one should test his own
work. Then he will have reason to boast in himself alone, and not in someone else.

Let us not grow weary in well-doing, for in due time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.
Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to the fFamily of faith.

For He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless in His presence in
love.

For this reason, ever since | heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, |
have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers,
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But because of His great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we
were dead in our trespasses. It is by grace you have been saved!

For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance
as our way of life.

so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. Then you, being rooted and grounded in love, will
have power, together with all the saints, to comprehend the length and width and height and depth of the
love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness

of God.

As a prisoner in the Lord, then, | urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling you have received:
with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, and with diligence to
preserve the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.

He who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing good with his own hands, that he
may have something to share with the one in need. Let no unwholesome talk come out of your mouths,
but only what is helpful for building up the one in need and bringing grace to those who listen. And do not
grieve the Holy Spirit of God, in whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. Get rid of all bitterness,
rage and anger, outcry and slander, along with every form of malice. Be kind and tenderhearted to one
another, forgiving each other just as in Christ God forgave you.

Be imitators of God, therefore, as beloved children, and walk in love, just as Christ loved us and gave
Himself up for us as a fragrant sacrificial offering to God.

Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her
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In the same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves
himself. Indeed, no one ever hated his own body, but he nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does
the church. For we are members of His body-of His flesh and of His bones.

"For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become
one flesh.” This mystery is profound, but | am speaking about Christ and the church. Nevertheless, each
one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband.

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. "Honor your father and mother,” which is the first
commandment with promise: “that it may be well with you and you may live long on the earth.” And you,
fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition of the
Lord. Bondservants, be obedient to those who are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and
trembling, in sincerity of heart, as to Christ;

Peace to the brothers and love with faith from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Grace to all who
love our Lord Jesus Christ with an undying love.

God is my witness how | long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer: that
your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, so that you may be able to test
and prove what is best and may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ,

Therefore if you have any encouragement in Christ, if any comfort from His love, if any fellowship with
the Spirit, if any affection and compassion, then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the
same love, being united in spirit and purpose. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or empty pride, but in
humility consider others more important than yourselves. Each of you should look not only to your own
interests, but also to the interests of others.

Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, existing in the form of God, did not consider
equality with God something to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a servant, being
made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became
obedient to death- even death on a cross.
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Therefore, my brothers, whom | love and long for, my joy and crown, that is how you must stand firm in
the Lord, my beloved.

We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, because we have heard
about your faith in Christ Jesus and your love for all the saints-

Now | rejoice in my sufferings for you, and | fill up in my Flesh what is lacking in regard to Christ's
afflictions for the sake of His body, which is the church.

that they may be encouraged in heart, knit together in love, and filled with the full riches of complete
understanding, so that they may know the mystery of God, namely Christ,

But now you must put aside all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from
your lips. Do not lie to one another, since you have taken off the old self with its practices, and have put
on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. Here there is no Greek
or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, or free, but Christ is all and is in all.

Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with hearts of compassion, kindness,
humility, gentleness, and patience. Bear with one another and forgive any complaint you may have
against someone else. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love, which is the
bond of perfect unity. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, for to this you were called as members
of one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you as you teach and admonish
one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs with gratitude in your

hearts to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks
to God the Father through Him.

Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh
with them. Children, obey your parents in everything, for this is pleasing to the Lord. Fathers, do not
provoke your children, so they will not become discouraged.
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Bondservants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh, not with eyeservice, as
men-pleasers, but in sincerity of heart, fearing God. And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord
and not to men,

Act wisely toward outsiders, redeeming the time. Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt,
so that you may know how to answer everyone.

And may the Lord cause you to increase and overflow with love for one another and for everyone else,
just as our love for you overflows, so that He may establish your hearts in blamelessness and holiness
before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all His saints. Amen.

Now about brotherly love, you do not need anyone to write to you, because you yourselves have been
taught by God to love one another. And you are indeed showing this love to all the brothers throughout
Macedonia. But we urge you, brothers, to excel more and more

Therefore encourage and build one another up, just as you are already doing. But we ask you, brothers, to
acknowledge those who work diligently among you, who preside over you in the Lord and give you
instruction. In love, hold them in highest regard because of their work. Live in peace with one another.
And we urge you, brothers, to admonish the unruly, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, and be
patient with everyone. Make sure that no one repays evil for evil. Always pursue what is good for one
another and for all people.

We are obligated to thank God for you all the time, brothers, as is fitting, because your faith is growing
more and more, and your love for one another is increasing. That is why we boast among God's churches
about your perseverance and faith in the face of all the persecution and affliction you are enduring. All
this is clear evidence of God's righteous judgment. And so you will be counted worthy of the kingdom of
God, for which you are suffering.

May the Lord direct your hearts into God's love and Christ's perseverance.

The goal of our instruction is the love that comes from a pure heart, a clear conscience, and a sincere

faith.
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And the grace of our Lord overflowed to me, along with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.

Let no one despise your youth, but set an example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith,
in purity.

If anyone does not provide for his own, and especially his own household, he has denied the faith and is
worse than an unbeliever.

But you, 0 man of God, flee from these things and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love,
perseverance, and gentleness.

| thank God, whom | serve with a clear conscience as did my forefathers, as | constantly remember you
night and day in my prayers. Recalling your tears, | long to see you so that | may be filled with joy.

For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power, love, and self-control. So do not be ashamed of the
testimony of our Lord, or of me, His prisoner. Instead, join me in suffering for the gospel by the power of

God.

And a servant of the Lord must not be quarrelsome, but must be kind to everyone, able to teach, and
forbearing. He must gently reprove those who oppose him, in the hope that God may grant them
repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth.

For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their
parents, ungrateful, unholy, unloving, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, without love of
good, traitorous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having a form of
godliness but denying its power. Turn away from such as these!

You, however, have observed my teaching, my conduct, my purpose, my faith, my patience, my love, my
perseverance,
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But as for you, speak the things that are consistent with sound doctrine. Older men are to be temperate,
dignified, self-controlled, and sound in faith, love, and perseverance. Older women, likewise, are to be
reverent in their behavior, not slanderers or addicted to much wine, but teachers of good. In this way they
can train the young women to love their husbands and children, to be self-controlled, pure, managers of
their households, kind, and submissive to their own husbands, so that the word of God will not be
discredited. In the same way, urge the younger men to be self-controlled. In everything, show yourself to
be an example by doing good works. In your teaching show integrity, dignity, and wholesome speech that
is above reproach, so that anyone who opposes us will be ashamed to have nothing bad to say about us.

Remind the believers to submit to rulers and authorities, to be obedient and ready for every good work,
to malign no one, and to be peaceable and gentle, showing full consideration to everyone. For at one time
we too were foolish, disobedient, misled, and enslaved to all sorts of desires and pleasures- living in
malice and envy, being hated and hating one another. But when the kindness of God our Savior and His
love for mankind appeared, He saved us, not by the righteous deeds we had done, but according to His
mercy, through the washing of new birth and renewal by the Holy Spirit.

| always thank my God, remembering you in my prayers, because | hear about your faith in the Lord Jesus
and your love for all the saints.

| take great joy and encouragement in your love, because you, brother, have refreshed the hearts of the
saints. So although in Christ | am bold enough to order you to do what is proper, | prefer to appeal on the
basis of love. For |, Paul, am now aged, and a prisoner of Christ Jesus as well.

For God is not unjust. He will not forget your work and the love you have shown for His name as you have
ministered to the saints and continue to do so.

For | will forgive their iniquities and will remember their sins no more.”

And let us consider how to spur one another on to love and good deeds. Let us not neglect meeting
together, as some have made a habit, but let us encourage one another, and all the more as you see the
Day approaching.
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For the Lord disciplines the one He loves, and He chastises every son He receives.” Endure suffering as
discipline; God is treating you as sons. For what son is not disciplined by his father? If you do not
experience discipline like everyone else, then you are illegitimate children and not true sons.
Furthermore, we have all had earthly fathers who disciplined us, and we respected them. Should we not
much more submit to the Father of our spirits and live?

Continue in brotherly love. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some people
have entertained angels without knowing it. Remember those in prison as if you were bound with them,
and those who are mistreated as if you were suffering with them.

And do not neglect to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.

The brother in humble circumstances should exult in his high position.

My beloved brothers, understand this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to
anger, for man'’s anger does not bring about the righteousness that God desires. Therefore, get rid of all
moral filth and every expression of evil, and humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save your
souls.

If anyone considers himself religious and yet does not bridle his tongue, he deceives his heart and his
religion is worthless.

Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a poor man in shabby
clothes also comes in. If you lavish attention on the man in fine clothes and say, " Here is a seat of honor,”
but say to the poor man, "You must stand” or "Sit at my feet,” have you not discriminated among
yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts? Listen, my beloved brothers: Has not God chosen the
poor of this world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom He promised those who love Him? But you
have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you and drag you into court?

If you really Fulfill the royal law stated in Scripture, “Love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well.
But if you show favoritism, you sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors.
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For judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been merciful. Mercy triumphs over
judgment.

Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. If one of you tells him, “Go in peace; stay
warm and well fed,” but does not provide for his physical needs, what good is that? So too, faith by itself,
if it does not result in action, is dead.

In the same way, the tongue is a small part of the body, but it boasts of great things. Consider how small a
spark sets a great forest ablaze. The tongue also is a fire, a world of wickedness among the parts of the
body. It pollutes the whole person, sets the course of his life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell.

Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show it by his good conduct, by deeds done in the
humility that comes from wisdom. But if you harbor bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do
not boast in it or deny the truth.

For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder and every evil practice. But the
wisdom from above is first of all pure, then peace-loving, gentle, accommodating, full of mercy and good
fruit, impartial, and sincere. Peacemakers who sow in peace reap the fruit of righteousness.

What causes conflicts and quarrels among you? Don't they come from the passions at war within you?
You crave what you do not have; you kill and covet, but are unable to obtain it. You quarrel and fight. You
do not have, because you do not ask. And when you do ask, you do not receive, because you ask with
wrong motives, that you may squander it on your pleasures.

But He gives us more grace. This is why it says: "God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.”
Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near to God, and He will
draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. Grieve,
mourn, and weep. Turn your laughter to mourning, and your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves before the
Lord, and He will exalt you. Brothers, do not slander one another. Anyone who speaks against his brother
or judges him speaks against the law and judges it. And if you judge the law, you are not a practitioner of
the law, but a judge of it.
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Anyone, then, who knows the right thing to do, yet fails to do it, is guilty of sin.

You, too, be patient and strengthen your hearts, because the Lord's coming is near. Do not complain about
one another, brothers, so that you will not be judged. Look, the Judge is standing at the door! Brothers, as
an example of patience in affliction, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.

Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer
of a righteous man has great power to prevail.

Since you have purified your souls by obedience to the truth so that you have a genuine love for your
brothers, love one another deeply, from a pure heart.

Rid yourselves, therefore, of all malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander. Like newborn babies, crave
pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation,

Treat everyone with high regard: Love the brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor the king. Servants,
submit yourselves to your masters with all respect, not only to those who are good and gentle, but even
to those who are unreasonable.

For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should
follow in His footsteps: "He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in His mouth.” When they heaped
abuse on Him, He did not retaliate; when He suffered, He made no threats, but entrusted Himself to Him

who judges justly.

Finally, all of you, be like-minded and sympathetic, love as brothers, be tenderhearted and humble. Do
not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing, because to this you were called so that you
may inherit a blessing.

Above all, love one another deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. Show hospitality to one
another without complaining. As good stewards of the manifold grace of God, each of you should use
whatever gift he has received to serve one another.
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Young men, in the same way, submit yourselves to your elders. And all of you, clothe yourselves with
humility toward one another, because, " God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” Humble
yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, so that in due time He may exalt you. Cast all your
anxiety on Him, because He cares for you.

Greet one another with a kiss of love. Peace to all of you who are in Christ.

For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith virtue; and to virtue, knowledge; and to
knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to
godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love.

But if anyone keeps His word, the love of God has been truly perfected in him. By this we know that we
arein Him:

IF anyone claims to be in the light but hates his brother, he is still in the darkness. Whoever loves his
brother remains in the light, and there is no cause of stumbling in him. But whoever hates his brother is in
the darkness and walks in the darkness. He does not know where he is going, because the darkness has
blinded his eyes.

Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in
him.

Behold what manner of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God. And that
is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know Him.

This is the message you have heard from the beginning: We should love one another.
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We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love our brothers. The one who does not
love remains in death. Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that eternal life does
not reside in a murderer. By this we know what love is: Jesus laid down His life for us, and we ought to lay
down our lives for our brothers. If anyone with earthly possessions sees his brother in need, but
withholds his compassion from him, how can the love of God abide in him? Little children, let us love not
in word and speech, but in action and truth.

And this is His commandment: that we should believe in the name of His Son, Jesus Christ, and we should
love one another just as He commanded us.

Beloved, let us love one another, because love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God
and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. This is how God's love
was revealed among us: God sent His one and only Son into the world, so that we might live through Him.
And love consists in this: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son as the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen
God; but if we love one another, God remains in us, and His love is perfected in us.

And we have come to know and believe the love that God has for us. God is love; whoever abides in love
abides in God, and God in him. In this way, love has been perfected among us, so that we may have
confidence on the day of judgment; for in this world we are just like Him. There is no fear in love, but
perfect love drives out fear, because fear involves punishment. The one who fears has not been perfected
in love. We love because He first loved us. If anyone says, “l love God," but hates his brother, he is a liar.
For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen.
And we have this commandment from Him: Whoever loves God must love his brother as well.

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the Father
also loves those born of Him. By this we know that we love the children of God: when we love God and
keep His commandments. For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His
commandments are not burdensome,

Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and from Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, will be with us
in truth and love.
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And now | urge you, dear lady- not as a new commandment to you, but one we have had from the
beginning- that we love one another. And this is love, that we walk according to His commandments. This
is the very commandment you have heard from the beginning, that you must walk in love.

keep yourselves in the love of God as you await the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you eternal
life. And indeed, have mercy on those who doubt; save others by snatching them from the fire; and to still
others show mercy tempered with fear, hating even the clothing stained by the flesh.

and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the
earth. To Him who loves us and has released us from our sins by His blood,

But | have this against you: You have abandoned your first love.

| know your deeds- your love, your faith, your service, your perseverance- and your latter deeds are
greater than your Ffirst.

Those | love, | rebuke and discipline. Therefore be earnest and repent.

"Never again will they hunger, and never will they thirst; nor will the sun beat down upon them, nor any
scorching heat. For the Lamb in the center of the throne will be their shepherd. He will lead them to
springs of living water, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes."

| saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride
adorned for her husband.
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"He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and there will be no more death or mourning or crying or
pain, for the former things have passed away.” And the One seated on the throne said, "Behold, | make all
things new.” Then He said, "Write this down, for these words are faithful and true.” And He told me, "It is
done! | am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the thirsty | will give freely from the
spring of the water of life. The one who overcomes will inherit all things, and | will be his God, and he will
be My son.”
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