| | HOLY WORDS OF GOD

19 - CHURCH

These are the holy words of God Almighty.
We are not interested in the words of humans.
For anybody who loves God... this is what God says about: CHURCH.

Top 3 Most Significant Verses

"For where two or three gather together in My name, there am | with them.”

"It shall not be this way among you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you
must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first among you must be your slave- just as
the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for
many."

After they had prayed, their meeting place was shaken, and they were all filled with the
Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. The multitude of believers was one in heart
and soul. No one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but they shared
everything they owned. With great power the apostles continued to give their testimony
about the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And abundant grace was upon them all. There
were no needy ones among them, because those who owned lands or houses would sell
their property, bring the proceeds from the sales, and lay them at the apostles' feet for
distribution to anyone as he had need.
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Every Verse In Canonical Order - 313 passages

"And he was afraid and said, "How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God; this is
the gate of heaven!"

"And this stone | have set up as a pillar will be God's house, and of all that You give me | will surely give
You a tenth.”

And the LORD went before them in a pillar of cloud to guide their way by day, and in a pillar of fire to give
them light by night, so that they could travel by day or night. Neither the pillar of cloud by day nor the
pillar of fire by night left its place before the people.

"Now if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, you will be My treasured possession out of
all the nations- for the whole earth is Mine. And unto Me you shall be a kingdom of priests and a holy
nation. These are the words that you are to speak to the Israelites.”

"Even the priests who approach the LORD must consecrate themselves, or the LORD will break out
against them.”

And they are to make a sanctuary for Me, so that | may dwell among them.

As Moses entered the tent, the pillar of cloud would come down and remain at the entrance, and the
LORD would speak with Moses. When all the people saw the pillar of cloud standing at the entrance to the
tent, they would stand up and worship, each one at the entrance to his own tent. Thus the LORD would
speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend. Then Moses would return to the camp, but his
young assistant Joshua son of Nun would not leave the tent.

"You and your sons are not to drink wine or strong drink when you enter the Tent of Meeting, or else you
will die; this is a permanent statute for the generations to come. You must distinguish between the holy
and the common, between the clean and the unclean”
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On the day that the tabernacle, the Tent of the Testimony, was set up, the cloud covered it and appeared
like fire above the tabernacle from evening until morning. It remained that way continually; the cloud
would cover the tabernacle by day, and at night it would appear like fire.

For | have not dwelt in a house from the day | brought the Israelites up out of Egypt until this day, but |
have moved about with a tent as My dwelling.

"As for this temple you are building, if you walk in My statutes, carry out My ordinances, and keep all My
commandments by walking in them, | will fulfill through you the promise | made to your father David. And
| will dwell among the Israelites and will not abandon My people Israel.”

And when the priests came out of the Holy Place, the cloud filled the house of the LORD so that the
priests could not stand there to minister because of the cloud; for the glory of the LORD filled the house
of the LORD.

Now when Solomon had finished building the house of the LORD and the royal palace, and had achieved
all that he had desired to do,

Then Hilkiah the high priest said to Shaphan the scribe, | have found the Book of the Law in the house of
the LORD!" And he gave it to Shaphan, who read it.

He also tore down the quarters of the male shrine prostitutes that were in the house of the LORD, where
the women had woven tapestries for Asherah.

Now set your heart and soul to seek the LORD your God. Get started building the sanctuary of the LORD
God, so that you may bring the ark of the covenant of the LORD and the holy articles of God into the
temple that will be built for the Name of the LORD."
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The trumpeters and singers joined together to praise and thank the LORD with one voice. They lifted up
their voices, accompanied by trumpets, cymbals, and musical instruments, in praise to the LORD: "For He
is good; His loving devotion endures forever.” And the temple, the house of the LORD, was filled with a
cloud so that the priests could not stand there to minister because of the cloud; for the glory of the LORD

filled the house of God.

When Solomon had finished praying, fire came down from heaven and consumed the burnt offering and
the sacrifices, and the glory of the LORD filled the temple. The priests were unable to enter the house of
the LORD, because the glory of the LORD had filled it. When all the Israelites saw the fire coming down
and the glory of the LORD above the temple, they bowed down on the pavement with their faces to the
ground, and they worshiped and gave thanks to the LORD: "For He is good; His loving devotion endures
forever."

He stationed gatekeepers at the gates of the house of the LORD, so that nothing unclean could enter for
any reason.

Now do not stiffen your necks as your fathers did. Submit to the LORD and come to His sanctuary, which
He has consecrated forever. Serve the LORD your God, so that His fierce anger will turn away from you.

Moreover, he commanded the people living in Jerusalem to make a contribution for the priests and
Levites so that they could devote themselves to the Law of the LORD.

Again and again the LORD, the God of their fathers, sent word to His people through His messengers
because He had compassion on them and on His dwelling place.

So they read from the Book of the Law of God, explaining it and giving insight, so that the people could
understand what was being read.

For the Israelites and the Levites are to bring the contributions of grain, new wine, and oil to the
storerooms where the articles of the sanctuary are kept and where the ministering priests, the
gatekeepers, and the singers stay. Thus we will not neglect the house of our God."
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As for the saints in the land, they are the excellence in whom all my delight resides.

| will proclaim Your name to my brothers; | will praise You in the assembly.

Surely goodness and mercy will follow me all the days of my life, and | will dwell in the house of the LORD
forever.

One thing | have asked of the LORD; this is what | desire: to dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of
my life, to gaze on the beauty of the LORD and seek Him in His temple.

Save Your people and bless Your inheritance; shepherd them and carry them forever.

Magnify the LORD with me; let us exalt His name together.

These things come to mind as | pour out my soul: how | walked with the multitude, leading the procession
to the house of God with shouts of joy and praise.

Blessed is the one You choose and bring near to dwell in Your courts! We are filled with the goodness of
Your house, the holiness of Your temple.

God settles the lonely in families; He leads the prisoners out to prosperity, but the rebellious dwell in a
sun-scorched land.

Then we Your people, the sheep of Your pasture, will thank You forever; from generation to generation
we will declare Your praise.

HOLY WORDS OF GOD 19 - CHURCH



HOLY WORDS OF GOD

19 - CHURCH

How lovely is Your dwelling place, 0 LORD of Hosts! My soul longs, even faints, for the courts of the LORD;
my heart and my flesh cry out for the living God. Even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a
nest for herself, where she places her young near Your altars, 0 LORD of Hosts, my King and my God. How

blessed are those who dwell in Your house! They are ever praising You. Selah

For better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere. | would rather be a doorkeeper in the

house of my God than dwell in the tents of the wicked.

In the council of the holy ones, God is greatly feared, and awesome above all who surround Him.

Planted in the house of the LORD, they will flourish in the courts of our God.

Hallelujah! | will give thanks to the LORD with all my heart in the council of the upright and in the
assembly.

| was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the LORD."

Unless the LORD builds the house, its builders labor in vain; unless the LORD protects the city, its
watchmen stand guard in vain.

Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in harmony!

Hallelujah! Sing to the LORD a new song- His praise in the assembly of the godly.

Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it.

As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another.
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Guard your steps when you go to the house of God. Draw near to listen rather than to offer the sacrifice of
fools, who do not know that they do wrong.

In the year that King Uzziah died, | saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted; and the train of His
robe filled the temple.

Then | heard the voice of the Lord saying: "Whom shall | send? Who will go for Us?" And | said: "Here am I.
Send me!" And He replied: "Go and tell this people, ‘Be ever hearing, but never understanding; be ever
seeing, but never perceiving.

Depart, depart, go out from there! Touch no unclean thing; come out from it, purify yourselves, you who
carry the vessels of the LORD.

And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD to minister to Him, to love the name of the LORD,
and to be His servants- all who keep the Sabbath without profaning it and who hold fast to My covenant- |
will bring them to My holy mountain and make them joyful in My house of prayer. Their burnt offerings
and sacrifices will be accepted on My altar, for My house will be called a house of prayer for all the
nations.”

Then | will give you shepherds after My own heart, who will feed you with knowledge and understanding.”

"Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of My pasture!” declares the LORD. Therefore
this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says about the shepherds who tend My people: "You have
scattered My flock and driven them away, and have not attended to them. Behold, | will attend to you for
the evil of your deeds, declares the LORD. Then | Myself will gather the remnant of My flock from all the
lands to which | have banished them, and | will return them to their pasture, where they will be fruitful
and multiply. I will raise up shepherds over them who will tend them, and they will no longer be afraid or
dismayed, nor will any go missing, declares the LORD.

"For both prophet and priest are ungodly; even in My house | have found their wickedness,” declares the
LORD.
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"Son of man, | have made you a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you hear a word from My
mouth, give them a warning from Me. If | say to the wicked man, 'You will surely die, but you do not warn
him or speak out to warn him from his wicked way to save his life, that wicked man will die in his iniquity,
and | will hold you responsible for his blood. But if you warn a wicked man and he does not turn from his
wickedness and his wicked way, he will die in his iniquity, but you will have saved yourself. Now if a
righteous man turns from his righteousness and commits iniquity, and | put a stumbling block before him,
he will die. If you did not warn him, he will die in his sin, and the righteous acts he did will not be
remembered. And | will hold you responsible for his blood. But if you warn the righteous man not to sin,
and he does not sin, he will indeed live because he heeded your warning, and you will have saved
yourself."

Her priests do violence to My law and profane My holy things. They make no distinction between the holy
and the common, and they fail to distinguish between the clean and the unclean. They disregard My
Sabbaths, so that | am profaned among them.

"Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel. Prophesy and tell them that this is what the Lord
GOD says: 'Woe to the shepherds of Israel, who only feed themselves! Should not the shepherds feed their
flock? You eat the fat, wear the wool, and butcher the fattened sheep, but you do not feed the flock. You
have not strengthened the weak, healed the sick, bound up the injured, brought back the strays, or
searched for the lost. Instead, you have ruled them with violence and cruelty. They were scattered for
lack of a shepherd, and when they were scattered they became food for all the wild beasts. My flock went
astray on all the mountains and every high hill. They were scattered over the face of all the earth, with no
one to search for them or seek them out.

Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the LORD: ‘As surely as | live, declares the Lord GOD, because
My flock lacks a shepherd and has become prey and food for every wild beast, and because My shepherds
did not search for My flock but fed themselves instead, therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the
LORD! This is what the Lord GOD says: ‘Behold, | am against the shepherds, and | will demand from them
My flock and remove them from tending the flock, so that they can no longer feed themselves. For | will
deliver My flock from their mouths, and it will no longer be food for them.

Therefore this is what the Lord GOD says to them: 'Behold, | Myself will judge between the fat sheep and
the lean sheep. Since you shove with flank and shoulder, butting all the weak ones with your horns until
you have scattered them abroad, | will save My flock, and they will no longer be prey. | will judge between
one sheep and another.
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| will appoint over them one shepherd, My servant David, and he will feed them. He will feed them and be
their shepherd.

My dwelling place will be with them; | will be their God, and they will be My people.

Then the man brought me to the front of the temple by way of the north gate. | looked and saw the glory
of the LORD filling His temple, and | fell facedown.

They are to teach My people the difference between the holy and the common, and show them how to
discern between the clean and the unclean.

And on the day he goes into the sanctuary, into the inner court, to minister in the sanctuary, he must
present his sin offering, declares the Lord GOD.

It will be a holy portion of the land to be used by the priests who minister in the sanctuary, who draw near
to minister before the LORD. It will be a place for their houses, as well as a holy area for the sanctuary.

And afterward, | will pour out My Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old
men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions. Even on My menservants and maidservants, |
will pour out My Spirit in those days.

Surely the Lord GOD does nothing without revealing His plan to His servants the prophets.

| will shake all the nations, and they will come with all their treasures, and | will fill this house with glory,
says the LORD of Hosts. The silver is Mine, and the gold is Mine, declares the LORD of Hosts. The latter
glory of this house will be greater than the former, says the LORD of Hosts. And in this place | will provide
peace, declares the LORD of Hosts."

For the lips of a priest should preserve knowledge, and people should seek instruction from his mouth,
because he is the messenger of the LORD of Hosts.
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Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in My house. Test Me in this,” says the
LORD of Hosts. “See if | will not open the windows of heaven and pour out for you blessing without
measure.

"Come, follow Me,” Jesus said, “and | will make you fishers of men.”

Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and
healing every disease and sickness among the people.

And when you pray, do not babble on like pagans, for they think that by their many words they will be
heard.

But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things will be added unto you.

Beware of false prophets. They come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves.

Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the
kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness. When He saw the crowds, He was moved with
compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then He
said to His disciples, "The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest,
therefore, to send out workers into His harvest.”

And calling His twelve disciples to Him, Jesus gave them authority over unclean spirits, so that they could
drive them out and heal every disease and sickness.

Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, drive out demons. Freely you have received; freely give.

But beware of men; for they will hand you over to their councils and flog you in their synagogues.
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He who receives you receives Me, and he who receives Me receives the One who sent Me. Whoever
receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and whoever receives a
righteous man because he is a righteous man will receive a righteous man’s reward. And if anyone gives
even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones because he is My disciple, truly | tell you, he will never
lose his reward.”

Coming to His hometown, He taught the people in their synagogue, and they were astonished. "Where did
this man get such wisdom and miraculous powers?" they asked.

And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock | will build My church, and the gates of Hades will not
prevail against it. | will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven. Whatever you bind on earth will be
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”

What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them goes astray, will he not leave the
ninety-nine on the hills and go out to search for the one that is lost? And if he finds it, truly | tell you, he
rejoices more over that one sheep than over the ninety-nine that did not go astray.

If your brother sins against you, go and confront him privately. If he listens to you, you have won your
brother over. But if he will not listen, take one or two others along, so that ‘every matter may be
established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.” If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the
church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, regard him as you would a pagan or a tax collector.

For where two or three gather together in My name, there am | with them.”

It shall not be this way among you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your
servant, and whoever wants to be first among you must be your slave- just as the Son of Man did not
come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many."

Then Jesus entered the temple courts and drove out all who were buying and selling there. He
overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats of those selling doves. And He declared to
them, "It is written: 'My house will be called a house of prayer.' But you are making it 'a den of robbers.”
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The blind and the lame came to Him at the temple, and He healed them. But the chief priests and scribes
were indignant when they saw the wonders He performed and the children shouting in the temple courts,
"Hosanna to the Son of David!"

But you are not to be called 'Rabbi, for you have one Teacher, and you are all brothers. And do not call
anyone on earth your father, for you have one Father, who is in heaven. Nor are you to be called
instructors, for you have one Instructor, the Christ. The greatest among you shall be your servant. For
whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.

For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and wonders that would deceive
even the elect, if that were possible.

| was naked and you clothed Me, | was sick and you looked after Me, | was in prison and you visited Me.

At that moment the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth quaked and the
rocks were split.

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey all that | have commanded you. And surely | am with
you always, even to the end of the age.”

So He went throughout Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and driving out demons. Then a leper came
to Jesus, begging on his knees: “If You are willing, You can make me clean.” Moved with compassion,
Jesus reached out His hand and touched the man. "l am willing,” He said. "Be clean!

He appointed twelve of them, whom He designated as apostles, to accompany Him, to be sent out to
preach, and to have authority to drive out demons.

When the Sabbath came, He began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard Him were astonished.
"Where did this man get these ideas?" they asked. " What is this wisdom He has been given? And how can
He perform such miracles?
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They worship Me in vain; they teach as doctrine the precepts of men. You have disregarded the
commandment of God to keep the tradition of men.” He went on to say, * You neatly set aside the
command of God to maintain your own tradition.

Thus you nullify the word of God by the tradition you have handed down. And you do so in many such
matters.”

Indeed, if anyone gives you even a cup of water because you bear the name of Christ, truly | tell you, he
will never lose his reward.

When they arrived in Jerusalem, Jesus entered the temple courts and began to drive out those who were
buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats of those selling
doves. And He would not allow anyone to carry merchandise through the temple courts. Then Jesus
began to teach them, and He declared, " Is it not written: My house will be called a house of prayer for all
the nations? But you have made it ‘a den of robbers.”

"Do you see all these great buildings?" Jesus replied. "Not one stone here will be left on another; every
one will be thrown down.”

So be on your guard. You will be delivered over to the councils and beaten in the synagogues. On My
account you will stand before governors and kings as witnesses to them.

And the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.

And He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. Whoever believes and
is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned. And these signs will
accompany those who believe: In My name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues;
they will pick up snakes with their hands, and if they drink any deadly poison, it will not harm them; they
will lay their hands on the sick, and they will be made well.”
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And they went out and preached everywhere, and the Lord worked through them, confirming His word
by the signs that accompanied it.

Then Jesus came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. As was His custom, He entered the
synagogue on the Sabbath. And when He stood up to read,

They were astonished at His teaching, because His message had authority. In the synagogue there was a
man possessed by the spirit of an unclean demon. He cried out in a loud voice, "Ha! What do You want
with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have You come to destroy us? | know who You are- the Holy One of God!" But
Jesus rebuked the demon. “Be silent!” He said. " Come out of him!" At this, the demon threw the man
down before them all and came out without harming him. All the people were overcome with
amazement and asked one another, "What is this message? With authority and power He commands the
unclean spirits, and they come out!"

And He continued to preach in the synagogues of Judea.

and so were his partners James and John, the sons of Zebedee. "Do not be afraid,” Jesus said to Simon.
"From now on you will catch men.”

On another Sabbath Jesus entered the synagogue and was teaching, and a man was there whose right
hand was withered.

A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone who is fully trained will be like his teacher.

Then Jesus called the Twelve together and gave them power and authority over all demons, and power
to cure diseases. And He sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal the sick.

But seek His kingdom, and these things will be added unto you. Do not be afraid, little Flock, for your
Father is pleased to give you the kingdom.
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One Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues, and a woman there had been disabled by a
spirit for eighteen years. She was hunched over and could not stand up straight. When Jesus saw her, He
called her over and said, "Woman, you are set free from your disability.” Then He placed His hands on her,
and immediately she straightened up and began to glorify God. But the synagogue leader was indignant
that Jesus had healed on the Sabbath. "There are six days for work," he told the crowd. "So come and be
healed on those days and not on the Sabbath."

"What man among yovu, if he has a hundred sheep and loses one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine
in the pasture and go after the one that is lost, until he finds it? And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on
his shoulders, comes home, and calls together his friends and neighbors to tell them, 'Rejoice with me,
for | have found my lost sheep! In the same way, | tell you that there will be more joy in heaven over one
sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous ones who do not need to repent.

Watch yourselves. If your brother sins, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him.

The sun was darkened, and the veil of the temple was torn down the middle.

And they worshiped Him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, praising God continually in the
temple.

So He made a whip out of cords and drove all from the temple courts, both sheep and cattle. He poured
out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. To those selling doves He said, "Get
these out of here! How dare you turn My Father's house into a marketplace!” His disciples remembered
that it is written: "Zeal for Your house will consume Me."

So Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, | tell you, unless you eat the flesh and drink the blood of the Son of
Man, you have no life in you.

| have other sheep that are not of this fold. | must bring them in as well, and they will listen to My voice.
Then there will be one flock and one shepherd.
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A new commandment | give you: Love one another. As | have loved you, so you also must love one
another. By this everyone will know that you are My disciples, if you love one another.”

They will put you out of the synagogues. In fact, a time is coming when anyone who kills you will think he
is offering a service to God. They will do these things because they have not known the Father or Me.

| will no longer be in the world, but they are in the world, and | am coming to You. Holy Father, protect
them by Your name, the name You gave Me, so that they may be one as We are one.

They are not of the world, just as | am not of the world. Sanctify them by the truth; Your word is truth.

that all of them may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and | am in You. May they also be in Us, so that the
world may believe that You sent Me. | have given them the glory You gave Me, so that they may be one as
We are one-

When they had finished eating, Jesus asked Simon Peter, "Simon son of John, do you love Me more than
these?" "Yes, Lord,” he answered, "You know | love You." Jesus replied, "Feed My lambs.” Jesus asked a
second time, "Simon son of John, do you love Me?" "Yes, Lord,” he answered, "You know | love You." Jesus
told him, "Shepherd My sheep.” Jesus asked a third time, "Simon son of John, do you love Me?" Peter was
deeply hurt that Jesus had asked him a third time, "Do you love Me?" “Lord, You know all things," he
replied. "You know | love You." Jesus said to him, "Feed My sheep.

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you will be My witnesses in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

With one accord they all continued in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and
with His brothers. In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (a gathering of about a hundred and
twenty) and said,
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When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like a mighty
rushing wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw tongues
like flames of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy
Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.

Those who embraced his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to the believers
that day. They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and to prayer. A sense of awe came over everyone, and the apostles performed many wonders
and signs. All the believers were together and had everything in common. Selling their possessions and
goods, they shared with anyone who was in need. With one accord they continued to meet daily in the
temple courts and to break bread from house to house, sharing their meals with gladness and sincerity of
heart, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily
those who were being saved.

After they had prayed, their meeting place was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and
spoke the word of God boldly. The multitude of believers was one in heart and soul. No one claimed that
any of his possessions was his own, but they shared everything they owned. With great power the
apostles continued to give their testimony about the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And abundant grace
was upon them all. There were no needy ones among them, because those who owned lands or houses
would sell their property, bring the proceeds from the sales, and lay them at the apostles' feet for
distribution to anyone as he had need.

And great fear came over the whole church and all who heard about these events. The apostles
performed many signs and wonders among the people, and with one accord the believers gathered
together in Solomon'’s Colonnade. Although the people regarded them highly, no one else dared to join
them. Yet more and more believers were brought to the Lord- large numbers of both men and women.
As a result, people brought the sick into the streets and laid them on cots and mats, so that at least
Peter's shadow might fall on some of them as he passed by. Crowds also gathered from the towns
around Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those tormented by unclean spirits, and all of them were healed.

Every day, in the temple courts and from house to house, they did not stop teaching and proclaiming the
good news that Jesus is the Christ.

and will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word."
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So the word of God continued to spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem grew rapidly, and a great
number of priests became obedient to the faith. Now Stephen, who was full of grace and power, was
performing great wonders and signs among the people. But resistance arose from what was called the
Synagogue of the Freedmen, including Cyrenians, Alexandrians, and men from the provinces of Cilicia and
Asia. They began to argue with Stephen, but they could not stand up to his wisdom or the Spirit by whom
he spoke. Then they prompted some men to say, "We heard Stephen speak words of blasphemy against
Moses and against God."

However, the Most High does not dwell in houses made by human hands. As the prophet says: ' Heaven is
My throne and the earth is My footstool. What kind of house will you build for Me, says the Lord, or where
will My place of repose be?

And Saul was there, giving approval to Stephen'’s death. On that day a great persecution broke out against
the church in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria.

Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went. Philip went down to a city in
Samaria and proclaimed the Christ to them. The crowds gave their undivided attention to Philip's
message and to the signs they saw him perform. With loud shrieks, unclean spirits came out of many
who were possessed, and many of the paralyzed and lame were healed. So there was great joy in that
city.

Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the disciples of the Lord. He
approached the high priest and requested letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any
men or women belonging to the Way, he could bring them as prisoners to Jerusalem.

As Saul drew near to Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He fell
to the ground and heard a voice say to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute Me?" "Who are You, Lord?"
Saul asked. | am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” replied the Lord. "It is hard for you to kick against the
goads.” And trembling and astonished, the man asked, "Lord me what do you want me to do?" And the
Lord said to him, "Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.” The men
traveling with Saul stood there speechless. They heard the voice but did not see anyone. Saul got up from
the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could not see a thing. So they led him by the hand into
Damascus. For three days he was without sight, and he did not eat or drink anything.
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Saul promptly began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, declaring, "He is the Son of God.” All who
heard him were astounded and asked, "Isn't this the man who wreaked havoc in Jerusalem on those who
call on this name? And hasn't he come here to take them as prisoners to the chief priests?” But Saul was

empowered all the more, and he confounded the Jews living in Damascus by proving that Jesus is the
Christ.

When Saul arrived in Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples, but they were all afraid of him, not
believing that he was a disciple. Then Barnabas brought him to the apostles and described how Saul had
seen the Lord, who spoke to him on the road to Damascus, and how Saul had spoken boldly in that city in
the name of Jesus. So Saul stayed with them, moving about freely in Jerusalem and speaking boldly in
the name of the Lord. He talked and debated with the Grecian Jews, but they tried to kill him.

Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee, and Samaria experienced a time of peace. It grew in strength
and numbers, living in the fear of the Lord and the encouragement of the Holy Spirit.

And He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that He is the One appointed by God to
judge the living and the dead.

The hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number of people believed and turned to the Lord.

and when he found him, he brought him back to Antioch. So for a full year they met together with the
church and taught large numbers of people. The disciples were first called Christians at Antioch.

About that time, King Herod reached out to harm some who belonged to the church. He had James, the
brother of John, put to death with the sword. And seeing that this pleased the Jews, Herod proceeded to
seize Peter during the Feast of Unleavened Bread.

So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was fervently praying to God for him. On the night before
Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains, with
sentries standing guard at the entrance to the prison. Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a light
shone in the cell. He tapped Peter on the side and woke him up, saying, “Get up quickly.” And the chains
fell off his wrists.
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As Paul and Barnabas were leaving the synagogue, the people urged them to continue this message on
the next Sabbath. After the synagogue was dismissed, many of the Jews and devout converts to Judaism
followed Paul and Barnabas, who spoke to them and urged them to continue in the grace of God. On the
following Sabbath, nearly the whole city gathered to hear the word of the Lord. But when the Jews saw
the crowds, they were filled with jealousy, and they blasphemously contradicted what Paul was saying.
Then Paul and Barnabas answered them boldly: “It was necessary to speak the word of God to you first.
But since you reject it and do not consider yourselves worthy of eternal life, we now turn to the Gentiles.

At Iconium, Paul and Barnabas went as usual into the Jewish synagogue, where they spoke so well that a
great number of Jews and Greeks believed. But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles and
poisoned their minds against the brothers. So Paul and Barnabas spent considerable time there, speaking
boldly for the Lord, who affirmed the message of His grace by enabling them to perform signs and
wonders.

Paul and Barnabas appointed elders for them in each church, praying and fasting as they entrusted them
to the Lord, in whom they had believed.

When they arrived, they gathered the church together and reported all that God had done through them,
and how He had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles.

About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were
listening to them. Suddenly a strong earthquake shook the foundations of the prison. At once all the
doors flew open and everyone's chains came loose.

Now the Bereans were more noble-minded than the Thessalonians, for they received the message with
great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if these teachings were true. As a result,
many of them believed, along with quite a few prominent Greek women and men.

So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and God-fearing Gentiles, and in the marketplace with
those he met each day.

Every Sabbath he reasoned in the synagogue, trying to persuade Jews and Greeks alike.
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And he began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him in and
explained to him the way of God more accurately.

Then Paul went into the synagogue and spoke boldly there for three months, arguing persuasively about
the kingdom of God. But when some of them stubbornly refused to believe and publicly maligned the
Way, Paul took his disciples and left the synagogue to conduct daily discussions in the lecture hall of
Tyrannus.

About that time there arose a great disturbance about the Way.

| did not shrink back from declaring anything that was helpful to you as | taught you publicly and from
house to house, testifying to Jews and Greeks alike about repentance to God and faith in our Lord Jesus
Christ.

Keep watch over yourselves and the entire flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be
shepherds of the church of God, which He purchased with His own blood. | know that after my departure,
savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock. Even from your own number, men will
rise up and distort the truth to draw away disciples after them. Therefore be alert and remember that for
three years | never stopped warning each of you night and day with tears.

| persecuted this Way even to the death, detaining both men and women and throwing them into prison,
as the high priest and the whole Council can testify about me. | even obtained letters from them to their
brothers in Damascus, and | was on my way to apprehend these people and bring them to Jerusalem to
be punished.

| do confess to you, however, that | worship the God of our fathers according to the Way, which they call a
sect. | believe everything that is laid down by the Law and written in the Prophets,

Then Felix, who was well informed about the Way, adjourned the hearing and said, “When Lysias the
commander comes, | will decide your case.”
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Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, and set apart for the gospel of God-

The creation waits in eager expectation for the revelation of the sons of God.

How then can they call on the One in whom they have not believed? And how can they believe in the One
of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone to preach? And how can they
preach unless they are sent? As it is written: "How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!"

Just as each of us has one body with many members, and not all members have the same function, so in
Christ we who are many are one body, and each member belongs to one another. We have different gifts
according to the grace given us. If one’s gift is prophecy, let him use it in proportion to his faith; if it is
serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is giving,
let him give generously; if it is leading, let him lead with diligence; if it is showing mercy, let him do it
cheerfully.

Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Outdo yourselves in honoring one another.

to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles in the priestly service of the gospel of God, so that the
Gentiles might become an offering acceptable to God, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.

| commend to you our sister Phoebe, a servant of the church in Cenchrea. Welcome her in the Lord in a
manner worthy of the saints, and assist her with anything she may need from you. For she has been a
great help to many people, including me. Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus, who
have risked their lives for me. Not only I but all the churches of the Gentiles are grateful to them. Greet
also the church that meets at their house. Greet my beloved Epenetus, who was the first convert to Christ
in the province of Asia.

Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the churches of Christ send you greetings.

To the church of God in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be holy, together with all
those everywhere who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours:
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God, who has called you into fellowship with His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful. | appeal to you,
brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree together, so that there may be no
divisions among you and that you may be united in mind and conviction. My brothers, some from Chloe's
household have informed me that there are quarrels among you. What | mean is this: Individuals among
you are saying, ‘| follow Paul,” "I follow Apollos,” “I follow Cephas,” or “I follow Christ.” Is Christ divided?
Was Paul crucified for you? Were you baptized into the name of Paul?

but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles,

When | came to you, brothers, | did not come with eloquence or wisdom as | proclaimed to you the
testimony about God.

My message and my preaching were not with persuasive words of wisdom, but with a demonstration of
the Spirit's power, so that your faith would not rest on men's wisdom, but on God's power. Among the
mature, however, we speak a message of wisdom- but not the wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this
age, who are coming to nothing. No, we speak of the mysterious and hidden wisdom of God, which He
destined for our glory before time began. None of the rulers of this age understood it. For if they had, they
would not have crucified the Lord of glory.

And this is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom, but in words taught by the Spirit,
expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words.

| planted the seed and Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. So neither he who plants nor he who
waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow. He who plants and he who waters are one in
purpose, and each will be rewarded according to his own labor. For we are God's fellow workers; you are

God's field, God's building.

By the grace God has given me, | laid a foundation as an expert builder, and someone else is building on it.
But each one must be careful how he builds. For no one can lay a foundation other than the one already
laid, which is Jesus Christ.
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Do you not know that you yourselves are God's temple, and that God's Spirit dwells in you? If anyone
destroys God's temple, God will destroy him; for God's temple is holy, and you are that temple.

So then, men ought to regard us as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. Now it is
required of stewards that they be found faithful.

But now | am writing you not to associate with anyone who claims to be a brother but is sexually immoral
or greedy, an idolater or a verbal abuser, a drunkard or a swindler. With such a man do not even eat.
What business of mine is it to judge those outside the church? Are you not to judge those inside? God will
judge those outside. "Expel the wicked man from among you.”

Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have received from
God? You are not your own;

Do you not know that those who work in the temple eat of its food, and those who serve at the altar
partake of its offerings? In the same way, the Lord has prescribed that those who preach the gospel
should receive their living from the gospel.

Yet when | preach the gospel, | have no reason to boast, because | am obligated to preach. Woe to me if |
do not preach the gospel!

What then is my reward? That in preaching the gospel | may offer it free of charge, and so not use up my
rights in preaching it.

No, | discipline my body and make it my slave, so that after | have preached to others, | myself will not be
disqualified.
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Is not the cup of blessing that we bless a participation in the blood of Christ? And is not the bread that we
break a participation in the body of Christ? Because there is one loaf, we who are many are one body; for
we all partake of the one loaf. Consider the people of Israel: Are not those who eat the sacrifices fellow
partakers in the altar? Am | suggesting, then, that food sacrificed to an idol is anything, or that an idol is
anything? No, but the sacrifices of pagans are offered to demons, not to God. And | do not want you to be
participants with demons. You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons too; you cannot
partake in the table of the Lord and the table of demons too.

You are to imitate me, just as | imitate Christ.

In the following instructions | have no praise to offer, because your gatherings do more harm than good.
First of all, | hear that when you come together as a church, there are divisions among you, and in part |
believe it. And indeed, there must be differences among you to show which of you are approved.

For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He comes.
Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of
sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. Each one must examine himself before he eats of the
bread and drinks of the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body eats and
drinks judgment on himself. That is why many among you are weak and sick, and a number of you have
fallen asleep.

Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, | do not want you to be uninformed.

There are different gifts, but the same Spirit. There are different ministries, but the same Lord. There
are different ways of working, but the same God works all things in all people. Now to each one the
manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. To one there is given through the Spirit the
message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by the same Spirit, to another faith by the
same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another
prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in various tongues, and to still
another the interpretation of tongues. All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, who apportions
them to each one as He determines.
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The body is a unit, though it is composed of many parts. And although its parts are many, they all form
one body. So it is with Christ. For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or
Greeks, slave or free, and we were all given one Spirit to drink.

For the body does not consist of one part, but of many. If the foot should say, "Because | am not a hand, |
do not belong to the body," that would not make it any less a part of the body. And if the ear should say,
"Because | am not an eye, | do not belong to the body," that would not make it any less a part of the body.
If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear,
where would the sense of smell be? But in fact, God has arranged the members of the body, every one of
them, according to His design. If they were all one part, where would the body be? As it is, there are
many parts, but one body. The eye cannot say to the hand, "l do not need you." Nor can the head say to
the feet, “l do not need you.” On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are
indispensable, and the parts we consider less honorable, we treat with greater honor. And our
unpresentable parts are treated with special modesty, whereas our presentable parts have no such need.
But God has composed the body and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it, so that there
should be no division in the body, but that its members should have mutual concern for one another. If
one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it. Now you are
the body of Christ, and each of you is a member of it.

And in the church God has appointed first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then workers of
miracles, and those with gifts of healing, helping, administration, and various tongues. Are all apostles?
Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in
tongues? Do all interpret?

But he who prophesies speaks to men for their edification, encouragement, and comfort. The one who
speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but the one who prophesies edifies the church. | wish that all of you
could speak in tongues, but | would rather have you prophesy. He who prophesies is greater than one who
speaks in tongues, unless he interprets so that the church may be edified.

But in the church, | would rather speak five coherent words to instruct others than ten thousand words in
a tongue.
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Tongues, then, are a sign, not for believers, but for unbelievers. Prophecy, however, is for believers, not
for unbelievers. So if the whole church comes together and everyone speaks in tongues, and some who
are uninstructed or some unbelievers come in, will they not say that you are out of your minds? But if an
unbeliever or uninstructed person comes in while everyone is prophesying, he will be convicted and
called to account by all, and the secrets of his heart will be made known. So he will fall facedown and
worship God, proclaiming, “God is truly among you!"

What then shall we say, brothers? When you come together, everyone has a psalm or a teaching, a
revelation, a tongue, or an interpretation. All of these must be done to build up the church. If anyone
speaks in a tongue, two, or at most three, should speak in turn, and someone must interpret. But if there
is no interpreter, he should remain silent in the church and speak only to himself and God. Two or three
prophets should speak, and the others should weigh carefully what is said. And if a revelation comes to
someone who is seated, the first speaker should stop. For you can all prophesy in turn so that everyone
may be instructed and encouraged. The spirits of prophets are subject to prophets. For God is not a God
of disorder, but of peace- as in all the churches of the saints.

Women are to be silent in the churches. They are not permitted to speak, but must be in submission, as
the law says. If they wish to inquire about something, they are to ask their own husbands at home; for it
is dishonorable for a woman to speak in the church. Did the word of God originate with you? Or are you
the only ones it has reached? If anyone considers himself a prophet or spiritual person, let him
acknowledge that what | am writing you is the Lord's command. But if anyone ignores this, he himself will
be ignored.

So, my brothers, be eager to prophesy, and do not forbid speaking in tongues. But everything must be
done in a proper and orderly manner.

For | am the least of the apostles and am unworthy to be called an apostle, because | persecuted the
church of God.

Do not be deceived: "“Bad company corrupts good character.”

All the brothers here send you greetings. Greet one another with a holy kiss.
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For we are not like so many others, who peddle the word of God for profit. On the contrary, in Christ we
speak before God with sincerity, as men sent from God.

Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim that anything comes from us, but our competence
comes from God. And He has qualified us as ministers of a new covenant, not of the letter but of the
Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.

Instead, we have renounced secret and shameful ways. We do not practice deceit, nor do we distort the
word of God. On the contrary, by open proclamation of the truth, we commend ourselves to every man's
conscience in the sight of God.

For we do not proclaim ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’
sake.

Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is dismantled, we have a building from God, an eternal
house in heaven, not built by human hands.

Therefore we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making His appeal through us. We implore
you on behalf of Christ: Be reconciled to God.

As God's fellow workers, then, we urge you not to receive God's grace in vain.

Rather, as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: in great endurance; in troubles,
hardships, and calamities;

What agreement can exist between the temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of the living God.
As God has said: “l will dwell with them and walk among them, and | will be their God, and they will be My
people.” “Therefore come out from among them and be separate, says the Lord. Touch no unclean thing,
and | will receive you.”
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they earnestly pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints.

As for Titus, he is my partner and fellow worker among you. As for our brothers, they are messengers of
the churches, to the glory of Christ. In full view of the churches, then, show these men the proof of your
love and the reason for our boasting about you.

But | will keep on doing what | am doing, in order to undercut those who want an opportunity to be
regarded as our equals in the things of which they boast. For such men are false apostles, deceitful
workers, masquerading as apostles of Christ.

The true marks of an apostle- signs, wonders, and miracles- were performed among you with great
perseverance.

Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints send you greetings. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.

But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you,
let him be under a curse! As we have said before, so now | say again: If anyone is preaching to you a
gospel contrary to the one you received, let him be under a curse! Am | now seeking the approval of men,

or of God? Or am | striving to please men? If | were still trying to please men, | would not be a servant of
Christ.

Brothers, if someone is caught in a trespass, you who are spiritual should restore him with a spirit of
gentleness. But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted. Carry one another's burdens, and in this way
you will fulfill the law of Christ. If anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself.

Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to the family of faith.

And God put everything under His feet and made Him head over everything for the church, which is His
body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.
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Therefore you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of
God's household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus Himself as the
cornerstone. In Him the whole building is fitted together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord. And in
Him you too are being built together into a dwelling place for God in His Spirit.

which was not made known to men in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God's
holy apostles and prophets. This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are fellow heirs, fellow
members of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus. | became a servant of this
gospel by the gift of God's grace, given me through the working of His power. Though | am less than the
least of all the saints, this grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ,
and to illuminate for everyone the stewardship of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in
God, who created all things. His purpose was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God
should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms,

to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.

As a prisoner in the Lord, then, | urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling you have received:
with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, and with diligence to
preserve the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just as you
were called to one hope when you were called; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of
all, who is over all and through all and in all.

And it was He who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to
be pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for works of ministry and to build up the body of Christ, until
we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God, as we mature to the full measure of
the stature of Christ. Then we will no longer be infants, tossed about by the waves and carried around by
every wind of teaching and by the clever cunning of men in their deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking
the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into Christ Himself, who is the head. From Him the whole
body, fitted and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love through
the work of each individual part.

Speak to one another with psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your hearts to the
Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Submit
to one another out of reverence for Christ.

HOLY WORDS OF GOD 19 - CHURCH



HOLY WORDS OF GOD 19 - CHURCH

For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, His body, of which He is the
Savior. Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything.
Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her to sanctify her,
cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, and to present her to Himself as a glorious
church, without stain or wrinkle or any such blemish, but holy and blameless.

Indeed, no one ever hated his own body, but he nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the
church. For we are members of His body-of His flesh and of His bones. "For this reason a man will leave
his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.” This mystery is
profound, but | am speaking about Christ and the church.

Therefore if you have any encouragement in Christ, if any comfort from His love, if any fellowship with
the Spirit, if any affection and compassion, then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the
same love, being united in spirit and purpose. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or empty pride, but in
humility consider others more important than yourselves. Each of you should look not only to your own
interests, but also to the interests of others.

Join one another in following my example, brothers, and carefully observe those who walk according to
the pattern we set for you.

Yes, and | ask you, my true yokefellow, to help these women who have labored with me for the gospel,
along with Clement and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the Book of Life.

And He is the head of the body, the church; He is the beginning and firstborn from among the dead, so
that in all things He may have preeminence.

Now | rejoice in my sufferings for you, and | fill up in my Flesh what is lacking in regard to Christ's
afflictions for the sake of His body, which is the church. | became its servant by the commission God gave
me to fully proclaim to you the word of God,

He has lost connection to the head, from whom the whole body, supported and knit together by its joints
and ligaments, grows as God causes it to grow.
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Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with hearts of compassion, kindness,
humility, gentleness, and patience. Bear with one another and forgive any complaint you may have
against someone else. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love, which is the
bond of perfect unity. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, for to this you were called as members
of one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you as you teach and admonish
one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs with gratitude in your
hearts to God.

Instead, we speak as those approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, not in order to please men
but God, who examines our hearts. As you know, we never used words of flattery or any pretext for
greed. God is our witness! Nor did we seek praise from you or from anyone else, although as apostles of
Christ we had authority to demand it. On the contrary, we were gentle among you, like a nursing mother
caring for her children. We cared so deeply that we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel
of God, but our own lives as well. That is how beloved you have become to us. Surely you recall, brothers,
our labor and toil. We worked night and day so that we would not be a burden to anyone while we
proclaimed to you the gospel of God.

Now about brotherly love, you do not need anyone to write to you, because you yourselves have been
taught by God to love one another.

Therefore encourage and build one another up, just as you are already doing. But we ask you, brothers, to
acknowledge those who work diligently among you, who preside over you in the Lord and give you
instruction. In love, hold them in highest regard because of their work. Live in peace with one another.
And we urge you, brothers, to admonish the unruly, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, and be
patient with everyone.

That is why we boast among God's churches about your perseverance and faith in the face of all the
persecution and affliction you are enduring. All this is clear evidence of God's righteous judgment. And so
you will be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are suffering.

Now we command you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away from any brother
who leads an undisciplined life that is not in keeping with the tradition you received from us.
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Take note of anyone who does not obey the instructions we have given in this letter. Do not associate with
him, so that he may be ashamed. Yet do not regard him as an enemy, but warn him as a brother.

Some have strayed from these ways and turned aside to empty talk. They want to be teachers of the law,
but they do not understand what they are saying or that which they so confidently assert.

For this reason | was appointed as a preacher, an apostle, and a faithful and true teacher of the Gentiles. |
am telling the truth; | am not lying about anything. Therefore | want the men everywhere to pray, lifting
up holy hands, without anger or dissension.

Likewise, | want the women to adorn themselves with respectable apparel, with modesty, and with
self-control, not with braided hair or gold or pearls or expensive clothes, but with good deeds, as is proper
for women who profess to worship God. A woman must learn in quietness and full submissiveness. | do
not permit a woman to teach or to exercise authority over a man; she is to remain quiet. For Adam was
formed first, and then Eve. And it was not Adam who was deceived, but the woman who was deceived
and fell into transgression.

This is a trustworthy saying: If anyone aspires to be an overseer, he desires a noble task. An overseer,
then, must be above reproach, the husband of but one wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable,
hospitable, able to teach, not dependent on wine, not violent but gentle, peaceable, and free of the love of
money. An overseer must manage his own household well and keep his children under control, with
complete dignity. For if someone does not know how to manage his own household, how can he care for
the church of God? He must not be a recent convert, or he may become conceited and fall under the
same condemnation as the devil. Furthermore, he must have a good reputation with outsiders, so that he
will not fall into disgrace and into the snare of the devil.

Deacons likewise must be dignified, not double-tongued or given to much wine or greedy for money.
They must hold to the mystery of the faith with a clear conscience. Additionally, they must first be tested.
Then, if they are above reproach, let them serve as deacons. In the same way, the women must be
dignified, not slanderers, but temperate and faithful in all things. A deacon must be the husband of but
one wife, a good manager of his children and of his own household. For those who have served well as
deacons acquire for themselves a high standing and great confidence in the faith that is in Christ Jesus.
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in case | am delayed, so that you will know how each one must conduct himself in God's household, which
is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth.

Now the Spirit expressly states that in later times some will abandon the faith to follow deceitful spirits
and the teachings of demons,

By pointing out these things to the brothers, you will be a good servant of Christ Jesus, nourished by the
words of faith and sound instruction that you have followed. But reject irreverent, silly myths. Instead,
train yourself for godliness.

Command and teach these things. Let no one despise your youth, but set an example for the believers in
speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. Until | come, devote yourself to the public reading of
Scripture, to exhortation, and to teaching. Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given you
through the prophecy spoken over you at the laying on of the hands of the elders. Be diligent in these
matters and absorbed in them, so that your progress will be evident to all. Pay close attention to your life
and to your teaching. Persevere in these things, for by so doing you will save both yourself and those who
hear you.

Elders who lead effectively are worthy of double honor, especially those who work hard at preaching and
teaching. For the Scripture says, " Do not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain,” and, "The worker
is worthy of his wages.” Do not entertain an accusation against an elder, except on the testimony of two or
three witnesses. But those who persist in sin should be rebuked in front of everyone, so that the others
will stand in fear of sin. | solemnly charge you before God and Christ Jesus and the elect angels to
maintain these principles without bias, and to do nothing out of partiality. Do not be too quick in the laying
on of hands and thereby share in the sins of others. Keep yourself pure.

IF anyone teaches another doctrine and disagrees with the sound words of our Lord Jesus Christ and with
godly teaching,

to which | was appointed as a preacher, an apostle, and a teacher. For this reason, even though | suffer as
| do, | am not ashamed; for | know whom | have believed, and | am convinced that He is able to guard what
| have entrusted to Him for that day.
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And the things that you have heard me say among many witnesses, entrust these to faithful men who will
be qualified to teach others as well. Join me in suffering, like a good soldier of Christ Jesus.

Make every effort to present yourself approved to God, an unashamed workman who accurately handles
the word of truth. But avoid irreverent, empty chatter, which will only lead to more ungodliness, and the
talk of such men will spread like gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus, who have deviated
from the truth. They say that the resurrection has already occurred, and they undermine the faith of
some. Nevertheless, God's firm foundation stands, bearing this seal: “The Lord knows those who are His,"
and, "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord must turn away from iniquity.”

But reject foolish and ignorant speculation, for you know that it breeds quarreling. And a servant of the
Lord must not be quarrelsome, but must be kind to everyone, able to teach, and forbearing. He must
gently reprove those who oppose him, in the hope that God may grant them repentance leading to a
knowledge of the truth. Then they will come to their senses and escape the snare of the devil, who has
taken them captive to his will.

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for instruction, for conviction, for correction, and for training
in righteousness, so that the man of God may be complete, fully equipped for every good work.

| charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in
view of His appearing and His kingdom: Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season;
reprove, rebuke, and encourage with every form of patient instruction. For the time will come when men
will not tolerate sound doctrine, but with itching ears they will gather around themselves teachers to suit
their own desires. So they will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. But you, be
sober in all things, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.

The reason | left you in Crete was that you would set in order what was unfinished and appoint elders in
every town, as | directed you. An elder must be blameless, the husband of but one wife, having children
who are believers and who are not open to accusation of indiscretion or insubordination. As God's
steward, an overseer must be above reproach- not self-absorbed, not quick-tempered, not given to
drunkenness, not violent, not greedy for money. Instead, he must be hospitable, a lover of good,
self-controlled, upright, holy, and disciplined. He must hold firmly to the Faithful word as it was taught, so
that he can encourage others by sound teaching and refute those who contradict it.
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Speak these things as you encourage and rebuke with all authority. Let no one despise you.

He says: "l will proclaim Your name to My brothers; | will sing Your praises in the assembly.” And again: "l
will put My trust in Him." And once again: "Here am |, and the children God has given Me.” Now since the
children have flesh and blood, He too shared in their humanity, so that by His death He might destroy him
who holds the power of death, that is, the devil,

But Christ is faithful as the Son over God's house. And we are His house, if we hold firmly to our
confidence and the hope of which we boast.

But exhort one another daily, as long as it is called today, so that none of you may be hardened by sin's
deceitfulness.

Although by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to reteach you the basic principles of
God's word. You need milk, not solid food! For everyone who lives on milk is still an infant, inexperienced
in the message of righteousness. But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained their
senses to distinguish good from evil.

and since we have a great priest over the house of God,

And let us consider how to spur one another on to love and good deeds. Let us not neglect meeting
together, as some have made a habit, but let us encourage one another, and all the more as you see the
Day approaching.

Instead, you have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem. You have
come to myriads of angels in joyful assembly, to the congregation of the firstborn, enrolled in heaven. You
have come to God the Judge of all, to the spirits of the righteous made perfect,

Remember your leaders who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of their way of life and
imitate their Faith.
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Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they watch over your souls as those who must give an account.
To this end, allow them to lead with joy and not with grief, for that would be of no advantage to you. Pray
for us; we are convinced that we have a clear conscience and desire to live honorably in every way.

Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a poor man in shabby
clothes also comes in. If you lavish attention on the man in fine clothes and say, " Here is a seat of honor,"
but say to the poor man, "You must stand” or "Sit at my feet,” have you not discriminated among
yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts? Listen, my beloved brothers: Has not God chosen the
poor of this world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom He promised those who love Him?

Is any one of you sick? He should call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in
the name of the Lord. And the prayer offered in faith will restore the one who is sick. The Lord will raise
him up. If he has sinned, he will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each
other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man has great power to prevail.

you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in Scripture: "See, | lay in Zion a stone, a
chosen and precious cornerstone; and the one who believes in Him will never be put to shame.” To you
who believe, then, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, "The stone the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone,” and, "A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense.” They stumble because
they disobey the word- and to this they were appointed. But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood,
a holy nation, a people for God's own possession, to proclaim the virtues of Him who called you out of
darkness into His marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once
you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

Above all, love one another deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. Show hospitality to one
another without complaining. As good stewards of the manifold grace of God, each of you should use
whatever gift he has received to serve one another. If anyone speaks, he should speak as one conveying
the words of God. If anyone serves, he should serve with the strength God provides, so that in all things
God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory and the power forever and ever. Amen.

For it is time for judgment to begin with the family of God; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome
be for those who disobey the gospel of God?
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As a fellow elder, a witness of Christ's sufferings, and a partaker of the glory to be revealed, | appeal to
the elders among you: Be shepherds of God's flock that is among you, watching over them not out of
compulsion, but because it is God's will; not out of greed, but out of eagerness; not lording it over those
entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock. And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive
the crown of glory that will never fade away. Young men, in the same way, submit yourselves to your
elders. And all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, * God opposes the
proud, but gives grace to the humble.”

Greet one another with a kiss of love. Peace to all of you who are in Christ.

Now there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you.
They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them- bringing
swift destruction on themselves. Many will follow in their depravity, and because of them the way of
truth will be defamed. In their greed, these false teachers will exploit you with deceptive words. The
longstanding verdict against them remains in force, and their destruction does not sleep.

We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And this
fellowship of ours is with the Father and with His Son, Jesus Christ.

But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of
Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.

Whoever claims to abide in Him must walk as Jesus walked.

They went out from us, but they did not belong to us. For if they had belonged to us, they would have
remained with us. But their departure made it clear that none of them belonged to us.

| have written these things to you about those who are trying to deceive you. And as for you, the anointing
you received from Him remains in you, and you do not need anyone to teach you. But just as His true and
genuine anointing teaches you about all things, so remain in Him as you have been taught.
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Anyone born of God refuses to practice sin, because God's seed abides in him; he cannot go on sinning,
because he has been born of God. By this the children of God are distinguished from the children of the
devil: Anyone who does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is anyone who does not love his
brother. This is the message you have heard from the beginning: We should love one another.

We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love our brothers. The one who does not
love remains in death.

By this we know what love is: Jesus laid down His life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for our
brothers. If anyone with earthly possessions sees his brother in need, but withholds his compassion from
him, how can the love of God abide in him? Little children, let us love not in word and speech, but in action
and truth.

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God. For many false
prophets have gone out into the world.

Anyone who runs ahead without remaining in the teaching of Christ does not have God. Whoever remains
in His teaching has both the Father and the Son. If anyone comes to you but does not bring this teaching,
do not receive him into your home or even greet him. Whoever greets such a person shares in his evil

deeds.

| have written to the church about this, but Diotrephes, who loves to be Ffirst, will not accept our
instruction. So if | come, | will call attention to his malicious slander against us. And unsatisfied with that,
he refuses to welcome the brothers and forbids those who want to do so, even putting them out of the
church. Beloved, do not imitate what is evil, but what is good. The one who does good is of God; the one
who does evil has not seen God.

John, To the seven churches in the province of Asia: Grace and peace to you from Him who is and was
and is to come, and from the seven Spirits before His throne,

This is the mystery of the seven stars you saw in My right hand and of the seven golden lampstands: The
seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches.
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"To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: These are the words of Him who holds the seven stars in His
right hand and walks among the seven golden lampstands. | know your deeds, your labor, and your
perseverance. | know that you cannot tolerate those who are evil, and you have tested and exposed as
liars those who falsely claim to be apostles. Without growing weary, you have persevered and endured
many things for the sake of My name. But | have this against you: You have abandoned your first love.
Therefore, keep in mind how far you have fallen. Repent and perform the deeds you did at first. But if you
do not repent, | will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place. But you have this to your
credit: You hate the works of the Nicolaitans, which | also hate. He who has an ear, let him hear what the

Spirit says to the churches. To the one who overcomes, | will grant the right to eat from the tree of life in
the Paradise of God.

To the angel of the church in Smyrna write: These are the words of the First and the Last, who died and
returned to life. | know your affliction and your poverty- though you are rich! And | am aware of the
slander of those who falsely claim to be Jews, but are in fact a synagogue of Satan. Do not fear what you
are about to suffer. Look, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison to test you, and you will
suffer tribulation for ten days. Be faithful even unto death, and | will give you the crown of life. He who
has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. The one who overcomes will not be harmed
by the second death.

To the angel of the church in Pergamum write: These are the words of the One who holds the sharp,
double-edged sword. | know where you live, where the throne of Satan sits. Yet you have held fast to My
name and have not denied your faith in Me, even in the day when My faithful witness Antipas was killed
among you, where Satan dwells. But | have a few things against you, because some of you hold to the
teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to place a stumbling block before the Israelites so they would eat
food sacrificed to idols and commit sexual immorality. In the same way, some of you also hold to the
teaching of the Nicolaitans. Therefore repent! Otherwise | will come to you shortly and wage war against
them with the sword of My mouth. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.
To the one who overcomes, | will give the hidden manna. | will also give him a white stone inscribed with a
new name, known only to the one who receives it.
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To the angel of the church in Thyatira write: These are the words of the Son of God, whose eyes are like a
blazing fire and whose feet are like polished bronze. | know your deeds- your love, your faith, your
service, your perseverance- and your latter deeds are greater than your first. But | have this against you:
You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess. By her teaching she misleads My
servants to be sexually immoral and to eat food sacrificed to idols. Even though | have given her time to
repent of her immorality, she is unwilling. Behold, | will cast her onto a bed of sickness, and those who
commit adultery with her will suffer great tribulation unless they repent of her deeds. Then | will strike
her children dead, and all the churches will know that | am the One who searches minds and hearts, and |
will repay each of you according to your deeds. But | say to the rest of you in Thyatira, who do not hold to
her teaching and have not learned the so-called deep things of Satan: I will place no further burden upon
you. Nevertheless, hold fast to what you have until | come. And to the one who overcomes and continues
in My work until the end, | will give authority over the nations. He will rule them with an iron scepter and
shatter them like pottery- just as | have received authority from My Father. And | will give him the
morning star. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.

" To the angel of the church in Sardis write: These are the words of the One who holds the seven Spirits of
God and the seven stars. | know your deeds; you have a reputation for being alive, yet you are dead.

Wake up and strengthen what remains, which was about to die; for | have found your deeds incomplete in
the sight of My God. Remember, then, what you have received and heard. Keep it and repent. If you do not
wake up, | will come like a thief, and you will not know the hour when | will come upon you. But you do
have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their garments, and because they are worthy, they will
walk with Me in white. Like them, he who overcomes will be dressed in white. And | will never blot out his
name from the Book of Life, but | will confess his name before My Father and His angels. He who has an
ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.

To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: These are the words of the One who is holy and true, who
holds the key of David. What He opens no one can shut, and what He shuts no one can open. | know your
deeds. See, | have placed before you an open door, which no one can shut. For you have only a little
strength, yet you have kept My word and have not denied My name. Look at those who belong to the
synagogue of Satan, who claim to be Jews but are liars instead. | will make them come and bow down at
your feet, and they will know that | love you. Because you have kept My command to persevere, | will also
keep you from the hour of testing that is about to come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on
the earth. | am coming soon. Hold fast to what you have, so that no one will take your crown. The one who
overcomes | will make a pillar in the temple of My God, and he will never again leave it. Upon him | will
write the name of My God, and the name of the city of My God (the new Jerusalem that comes down out
of heaven from My God), and My new name. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the
churches.
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To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true
Witness, the Originator of God's creation. | know your deeds; you are neither cold nor hot. How | wish you
were one or the other! So because you are lukewarm- neither hot nor cold- | am about to vomit you out
of My mouth! You say, 'l am rich; | have grown wealthy and need nothing.' But you do not realize that you
are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind, and naked. | counsel you to buy from Me gold refined by fire so that you
may become rich, white garments so that you may be clothed and your shameful nakedness not exposed,
and salve to anoint your eyes so that you may see. Those | love, | rebuke and discipline. Therefore be
earnest and repent. Behold, | stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, |
will come in and dine with him, and he with Me. To the one who overcomes, | will grant the right to sit with
Me on My throne, just as | overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne. He who has an ear, let
him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”

For this reason, they are before the throne of God and serve Him day and night in His temple; and the One
seated on the throne will spread His tabernacle over them.

Then | was given a measuring rod like a staff and was told, "Go and measure the temple of God and the
altar, and count the number of worshipers there.

Then the temple of God in heaven was opened, and the ark of His covenant appeared in His temple. And
there were flashes of lightning, and rumblings, and peals of thunder, and an earthquake, and a great
hailstorm.

Here is a call for the perseverance of the saints who keep the commandments of God and the faith of
Jesus.

And the temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God and from His power; and no one could enter
the temple until the seven plagues of the seven angels were completed.

Then | heard another voice from heaven say: “Come out of her, My people, so that you will not share in her
sins or contract any of her plagues.”
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Rejoice over her, 0 heaven, 0 saints and apostles and prophets, because God has pronounced for you His
judgment against her.

Then a voice came from the throne, saying: "Praise our God, all you who serve Him, and those who fear
Him, small and great alike!" And | heard a sound like the roar of a great multitude, like the rushing of
many waters, and like a mighty rumbling of thunder, crying out: "Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the
Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and be glad and give Him the glory. For the marriage of the Lamb has
come, and His bride has made herself ready. She was given clothing of fine linen, bright and pure.” For
the fine linen she wears is the righteous acts of the saints. Then the angel told me to write, "Blessed are
those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb." And he said to me, "These are the true words

of God."

| saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride
adorned for her husband. And | heard a loud voice from the throne saying: "Behold, the dwelling place of
God is with man, and He will dwell with them. They will be His people, and God Himself will be with them
as their God. 'He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and there will be no more death or mourning
or crying or pain, for the former things have passed away."

Then one of the seven angels with the seven bowls full of the seven final plagues came and said to me,
"Come, | will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb.” And he carried me away in the Spirit to a
mountain great and high, and showed me the holy city of Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from
God, shining with the glory of God. Its radiance was like a most precious jewel, like a jasper, as clear as
crystal. The city had a great and high wall with twelve gates inscribed with the names of the twelve tribes
of Israel, and twelve angels at the gates. There were three gates on the east, three on the north, three on
the south, and three on the west. The wall of the city had twelve foundations bearing the names of the
twelve apostles of the Lamb.

But | saw no temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.
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"I, Jesus, have sent My angel to give you this testimony for the churches. | am the Root and the Offspring
of David, the bright Morning Star."

Total number of passages: 313
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