| HOLY WORDS OF GOD

18 - FALSE TEACHERS

These are the holy words of God Almighty.
We are not interested in the words of humans.
For anybody who loves God... this is what God says about: FALSE TEACHERS.

Top 3 Most Significant Verses

Now there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false
teachers among you. They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying
the Master who bought them- bringing swift destruction on themselves. Many will
follow in their depravity, and because of them the way of truth will be defamed. In
their greed, these false teachers will exploit you with deceptive words. The
longstanding verdict against them remains in force, and their destruction does not
sleep.

He writes this way in all his letters, speaking in them about such matters. Some parts
of his letters are hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as
they do the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction.

"But if any prophet dares to speak a message in My name that | have not commanded
him to speak, or to speak in the name of other gods, that prophet must be put to
death.”
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Every Verse In Canonical Order - 328 passages

Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field that the LORD God had made. And he said to
the woman, "Did God really say, 'You must not eat from any tree in the garden?” The woman answered
the serpent, "We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden, but about the fruit of the tree in the middle
of the garden, God has said, 'You must not eat of it or touch it, or you will die.” "You will not surely die," the
serpent told her. "For God knows that in the day you eat of it, your eyes will be opened and you will be like
God, knowing good and evil."

Then the LORD God said to the woman, "What is this you have done?” "The serpent deceived me," she
replied, “and | ate.” So the LORD God said to the serpent: “Because you have done this, cursed are you
above all livestock and every beast of the field! On your belly will you go, and dust you will eat, all the days
of your life. And | will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed. He
will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.”

You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for |, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the
iniquity of the fathers on their children to the third and fourth generations of those who hate Me, but
showing loving devotion to a thousand generations of those who love Me and keep My commandments.

"You shall not spread a false report. Do not join the wicked by being a malicious witness. You shall not
follow the crowd in wrongdoing. When you testify in a lawsuit, do not pervert justice by siding with the
crowd.”

You must not steal. You must not lie or deceive one another.

You must not go about spreading slander among your people. You must not endanger the life of your
neighbor. | am the LORD. You must not harbor hatred against your brother in your heart. Directly rebuke
your neighbor, so that you will not incur guilt on account of him.

God is not a man, that He should lie, or a son of man, that He should change His mind. Does He speak and
not act? Does He promise and not fulfill?
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Your eyes have seen what the LORD did at Baal-peor, for the LORD your God destroyed from among you
all who followed Baal of Peor.

So be careful to do as the LORD your God has commanded you; you are not to turn aside to the right or to
the left.

Remember that these forty years the LORD your God led you all the way in the wilderness, so that He
might humble you and test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep
His commandments. He humbled you, and in your hunger He gave you manna to eat, which neither you
nor your fathers had known, so that you might understand that man does not live on bread alone, but on
every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD.

So know in your heart that just as a man disciplines his son, so the LORD your God disciplines you.
Therefore you shall keep the commandments of the LORD your God, walking in His ways and fearing Him.

But be careful that you are not enticed to turn aside to worship and bow down to other gods,

See that you do everything | command you; do not add to it or subtract from it.

If a prophet or dreamer of dreams arises among you and proclaims a sign or wonder to you, and if the
sign or wonder he has spoken to you comes about, but he says, “Let us follow other gods (which you have
not known) and let us worship them,” you must not listen to the words of that prophet or dreamer. For
the LORD your God is testing you to find out whether you love Him with all your heart and with all your
soul.

But if any prophet dares to speak a message in My name that | have not commanded him to speak, or to
speak in the name of other gods, that prophet must be put to death.”

You may ask in your heart, "How can we recognize a message that the LORD has not spoken?” When a
prophet speaks in the name of the LORD and the message does not come to pass or come true, that is a
message the LORD has not spoken. The prophet has spoken presumptuously. Do not be afraid of him.
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For rebellion is like the sin of divination, and arrogance is like the wickedness of idolatry. Because you
have rejected the word of the LORD, He has rejected you as king."

Then a spirit came forward, stood before the LORD, and said, '| will entice him.''By what means?' asked
the LORD. And he replied, | will go out and be a lying spirit in the mouths of all his prophets. You will
surely entice him and prevail, said the LORD. ‘Go and do it.' So you see, the LORD has put a lying spirit in
the mouths of all these prophets of yours, and the LORD has pronounced disaster against you."

Then a spirit came forward, stood before the LORD, and said, '| will entice him.''By what means? asked
the LORD. And he replied, | will go out and be a lying spirit in the mouths of all his prophets. You will
surely entice him and prevail,’ said the LORD. ‘Go and do it.' So you see, the LORD has put a lying spirit in
the mouths of these prophets of yours, and the LORD has pronounced disaster against you."

Again and again the LORD, the God of their fathers, sent word to His people through His messengers
because He had compassion on them and on His dwelling place. But they mocked the messengers of God,
despising His words and scoffing at His prophets, until the wrath of the LORD against His people was
stirred up beyond remedy.

You, however, smear with lies; you are all worthless physicians.

Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the earth take their stand and the
rulers gather together, against the LORD and against His Anointed One: “Let us break Their chains and
cast away Their cords.” The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord taunts them.

You destroy those who tell lies; the LORD abhors the man of bloodshed and deceit.

For not a word they speak can be trusted; destruction lies within them. Their throats are open graves;
their tongues practice deceit.
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The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” They are corrupt; their acts are vile. There is no one who does
good. The LORD looks down from heaven upon the sons of men to see if any understand, if any seek God.
All have turned away, they have together become corrupt; there is no one who does good, not even one.

May lying lips be silenced- lips that speak with arrogance against the righteous, full of pride and
contempt.

Keep your tongue from evil and your lips from deceitful speech.

To the wicked, however, God says, "What right have you to recite My statutes and to bear My covenant on
your lips? For you hate My instruction and cast My words behind you.

Your tongue devises destruction like a sharpened razor, 0 worker of deceit. You love evil more than good,
falsehood more than speaking truth. Selah You love every word that devours, 0 deceitful tongue. Surely
God will bring you down to everlasting ruin; He will snatch you up and tear you away from your tent; He
will uproot you from the land of the living. Selah

His speech is smooth as butter, but war is in his heart. His words are softer than oil, yet they are swords
unsheathed.

By the sins of their mouths and the words of their lips, let them be trapped in their pride, in the curses
and lies they utter.

No one who practices deceit shall dwell in my house; no one who tells lies shall stand in my presence.

You reject all who stray from Your statutes, for their deceitfulness is in vain.

| hate and abhor falsehood, but Your law | love.
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The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and discipline.

"How long, 0 simple ones, will you love your simple ways? How long will scoffers delight in their scorn and
fools hate knowledge? If you had repented at my rebuke, then surely | would have poured out my spirit
on you; | would have made my words known to you.

Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways
acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight. Be not wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD and
turn away from evil.

Put away deception from your mouth; keep your lips from perverse speech.

Let your eyes look forward; fix your gaze straight ahead. Make level paths for your feet, and all your ways
will be sure. Do not swerve to the right or to the left; turn your feet away from evil.

There are six things that the LORD hates, seven that are detestable to Him: haughty eyes, a lying tongue,
hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that devises wicked schemes, feet that run swiftly to evil, a false
witness who gives false testimony, and one who stirs up discord among brothers.

He who corrects a mocker brings shame on himself; he who rebukes a wicked man taints himself. Do not
rebuke a mocker, or he will hate you; rebuke a wise man, and he will love you. Instruct a wise man, and he
will be wiser still; teach a righteous man, and he will increase his learning.

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.

Truthful lips endure forever, but a lying tongue lasts only a moment.

Lying lips are detestable to the LORD, but those who deal faithfully are His delight.
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An honest witness does not deceive, but a dishonest witness pours forth lies. A mocker seeks wisdom and
finds none, but knowledge comes easily to the discerning. Stay away from a foolish man; you will gain no
knowledge from his speech.

A truthful witness saves lives, but one who utters lies is deceitful.

A mocker does not love to be reproved, nor will he consult the wise.

A wicked man listens to evil lips; a liar gives ear to a destructive tongue.

A false witness will not go unpunished, and one who utters lies will not escape.

A false witness will not go unpunished, and one who pours out lies will perish.

Drive out the mocker, and conflict will depart; even quarreling and insults will cease.

Do not testify against your neighbor without cause, and do not deceive with your lips.

Better an open rebuke than love that is concealed. The wounds of a friend are faithful, but the kisses of
an enemy are deceitful.

If a ruler listens to lies, all his officials will be wicked.

Every word of God is flawless; He is a shield to those who take refuge in Him. Do not add to His words, lest
He rebuke you and prove you a liar.

A good name is better than fine perfume, and one's day of death is better than his day of birth.
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Listen, O heavens, and give ear, 0 earth, for the LORD has spoken: “| have raised children and brought
them up, but they have rebelled against Me. The ox knows its owner, and the donkey its master's manger,
but Israel does not know; My people do not understand.” Alas, 0 sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity,
a brood of evildoers, children of depravity! They have forsaken the LORD; they have despised the Holy
One of Israel and turned their backs on Him. Why do you want more beatings? Why do you keep
rebelling? Your head has a massive wound, and your whole heart is afflicted.

But rebels and sinners will together be shattered, and those who forsake the LORD will perish.

Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who turn darkness to light and light to darkness, who
replace bitter with sweet and sweet with bitter. Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes and clever in
their own sight.

The LORD of Hosts is the One you shall regard as holy. Only He should be feared; only He should be
dreaded. And He will be a sanctuary- but to both houses of Israel a stone of stumbling and a rock of
offense, to the dwellers of Jerusalem a trap and a snare.

To the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this word, they have no light of dawn.

How you have fallen from heaven, 0 morning star, son of the dawn! You have been cut down to the
ground, O destroyer of nations. You said in your heart: "l will ascend to the heavens; | will raise my throne
above the stars of God. | will sit on the mount of assembly, in the far reaches of the north. | will ascend
above the tops of the clouds; | will make myself like the Most High.” But you will be brought down to
Sheol, to the lowest depths of the Pit. Those who see you will stare; they will ponder your fate: “Is this the
man who shook the earth and made the kingdoms tremble,

Then the spirit of the Egyptians will be emptied out from among them, and | will frustrate their plans, so
that they will resort to idols and spirits of the dead, to mediums and spiritists.

These also stagger from wine and stumble from strong drink: Priests and prophets reel from strong drink
and are befuddled by wine. They stumble because of strong drink, muddled in their visions and stumbling
in their judgments.
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Therefore the Lord said: "These people draw near to Me with their mouths and honor Me with their lips,
but their hearts are far from Me. Their worship of Me is but rules taught by men.

You have turned things upside down, as if the potter were regarded as clay. Shall what is formed say to
him who formed it, "He did not make me™? Can the pottery say of the potter, "He has no understanding™?

Then the wayward in spirit will come to understanding, and those who grumble will accept instruction.”

These are rebellious people, deceitful children, children unwilling to obey the LORD's instruction.

They say to the seers, "Stop seeing visions!" and to the prophets, "Do not prophesy to us the truth! Speak
to us pleasant words; prophesy illusions. Get out of the way; turn off the road. Rid us of the Holy One of
Israel!” Therefore this is what the Holy One of Israel says: "Because you have rejected this message,
trusting in oppression and relying on deceit, this iniquity of yours is like a breach about to fail, a bulge in a
high wall, whose collapse will come suddenly- in an instant!

who foils the signs of false prophets and makes fools of diviners, who confounds the wise and turns their
knowledge into nonsense,

Israel's watchmen are blind, they are all oblivious; they are all mute dogs, they cannot bark; they are
dreamers lying around, loving to slumber. Like ravenous dogs, they are never satisfied. They are
shepherds with no discernment; they all turn to their own way, each one seeking his own gain:

Whom are you mocking? At whom do you snarl and stick out your tongue? Are you not children of
transgression, offspring of deceit,

For the house of Israel and the house of Judah have been utterly unfaithful to Me,” declares the LORD.
They have lied about the LORD and said: "He will not do anything; harm will not come to us; we will not
see sword or famine. The prophets are but wind, for the word is not in them. So let their own predictions
befall them."

HOLY WORDS OF GOD 18 - FALSE TEACHERS



HOLY WORDS OF GOD 18 - FALSE TEACHERS

A horrible and shocking thing has happened in the land. The prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests
rule by their own authority. My people love it so, but what will you do in the end?

"For from the least of them to the greatest, all are greedy for gain; from prophet to priest, all practice
deceit. They dress the wound of My people with very little care, saying, ‘Peace, peace, when there is no
peace at all.

Each one betrays his friend; no one tells the truth. They have taught their tongues to lie; they wear
themselves out committing iniquity. You dwell in the midst of deception; in their deceit they refuse to
know Me," declares the LORD.

Their tongues are deadly arrows; they speak deception. With his mouth a man speaks peace to his
neighbor, but in his heart he sets a trap for him.

"The prophets are prophesying lies in My name,” replied the LORD. “| did not send them or appoint them
or speak to them. They are prophesying to you a false vision, a worthless divination, the futility and
delusion of their own minds. Therefore this is what the LORD says about the prophets who prophesy in
My name: | did not send them, yet they say, 'No sword or fFamine will touch this land. By sword and famine
these very prophets will meet their end!

This is what the LORD says: "Cursed is the man who trusts in mankind, who makes the flesh his strength
and turns his heart from the LORD.

The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand it? |, the LORD, search the
heart; | examine the mind to reward a man according to his way, by what his deeds deserve.

As for the prophets: My heart is broken within me, and all my bones tremble. | have become like a
drunkard, like a man overcome by wine, because of the LORD, because of His holy words.
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"For both prophet and priest are ungodly; even in My house | have found their wickedness,” declares the
LORD. “Therefore their path will become slick; they will be driven away into the darkness and fall into it.
For | will bring disaster upon them in the year of their punishment,” declares the LORD.

And among the prophets of Jerusalem | have seen a horrible thing: They commit adultery and walk in
lies. They strengthen the hands of evildoers, so that no one turns his back on wickedness. They are all like
Sodom to Me; the people of Jerusalem are like Gomorrah." Therefore this is what the LORD of Hosts says
concerning the prophets: “l will feed them wormwood and give them poisoned water to drink, for from
the prophets of Jerusalem ungodliness has spread throughout the land.”

This is what the LORD of Hosts says: "Do not listen to the words of the prophets who prophesy to you.
They are filling you with false hopes. They speak visions from their own minds, not from the mouth of the
LORD. They keep saying to those who despise Me, The LORD says that you will have peace, and to
everyone who walks in the stubbornness of his own heart, No harm will come to you.

The anger of the LORD will not turn back until He has fully accomplished the purposes of His heart. In the
days to come you will understand this clearly. | did not send these prophets, yet they have run with their
message; | did not speak to them, yet they have prophesied.

"I have heard the sayings of the prophets who prophesy lies in My name: ‘| had a dream! | had a dream!’
How long will this continue in the hearts of these prophets who prophesy falsehood, these prophets of
the delusion of their own minds? They suppose the dreams that they tell one another will make My
people forget My name, just as their fathers forgot My name through the worship of Baal. Let the prophet
who has a dream retell it, but let him who has My word speak it truthfully. For what is straw compared to
grain?” declares the LORD. “Is not My word like fire,” declares the LORD, “and like a hammer that smashes
arock?"

"Yes," declares the LORD, "l am against the prophets who wag their own tongues and proclaim, The LORD
declares it.” “Indeed,” declares the LORD, “l am against those who prophesy false dreams and retell them
to lead My people astray with their reckless lies. It was not | who sent them or commanded them, and
they are of no benefit at all to these people,” declares the LORD.
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As for the prophet or priest or anyone who claims, This is the burden of the LORD,’ | will punish that man
and his household. This is what each man is to say to his friend and to his brother: 'What has the LORD
answered? or 'What has the LORD spoken?’ But refer no more to the burden of the LORD, for each man's
word becomes the burden, so that you pervert the words of the living God, the LORD of Hosts, our God.

But if you claim, This is the burden of the LORD, then this is what the LORD says: Because you have said,
This is the burden of the LORD, and | specifically told you not to make this claim, therefore | will surely
forget you and will cast you out of My presence, both you and the city that | gave to you and your fathers.
And | will bring upon you everlasting shame and perpetual humiliation that will never be forgotten.”

But as for you, do not listen to your prophets, your diviners, your interpreters of dreams, your mediums,
or your sorcerers who declare, 'You will not serve the king of Babylon.' For they prophesy to you a lie that
will serve to remove you from your land; | will banish you and you will perish.

Do not listen to the words of the prophets who say, 'You must not serve the king of Babylon, for they are
prophesying to you a lie. For | have not sent them, declares the LORD, and yet they are prophesying
falsely in My name; therefore | will banish you, and you will perish- you and the prophets who prophesy to
you." Then | said to the priests and to all this people, "This is what the LORD says: Do not listen to the
words of your prophets who prophesy to you, saying, 'Look, very soon now the articles from the house of
the LORD will be brought back from Babylon.' They are prophesying to you a lie.

For this is what the LORD of Hosts, the God of Israel, says: "Do not be deceived by the prophets and
diviners among you, and do not listen to the dreams you elicit from them. For they are falsely
prophesying to you in My name; | have not sent them, declares the LORD."

My people are lost sheep; their shepherds have led them astray, causing them to roam the mountains.
They have wandered from mountain to hill; they have forgotten their resting place.
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If | say to the wicked man, 'You will surely die, but you do not warn him or speak out to warn him from his
wicked way to save his life, that wicked man will die in his iniquity, and | will hold you responsible for his
blood. But if you warn a wicked man and he does not turn from his wickedness and his wicked way, he
will die in his iniquity, but you will have saved yourself. Now if a righteous man turns from his
righteousness and commits iniquity, and | put a stumbling block before him, he will die. If you did not
warn him, he will die in his sin, and the righteous acts he did will not be remembered. And | will hold you
responsible for his blood. But if you warn the righteous man not to sin, and he does not sin, he will indeed
live because he heeded your warning, and you will have saved yourself."

For there will be no more false visions or flattering divinations within the house of Israel,

Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying, "Son of man, prophesy against the prophets of Israel who
are now prophesying. Tell those who prophesy out of their own imagination: Hear the word of the LORD!
This is what the Lord GOD says: Woe to the foolish prophets who follow their own spirit, yet have seen
nothing.

Your prophets, O Israel, are like Foxes among the ruins. You did not go up to the gaps or restore the wall
around the house of Israel so that it would stand in the battle on the Day of the LORD. They see false
visions and speak lying divinations. They claim, Thus declares the LORD, when the LORD did not send
them; yet they wait for the fulfillment of their message. Haven't you seen a false vision and spoken a lying
divination when you proclaim, Thus declares the LORD, even though | have not spoken?

Therefore this is what the Lord GOD says: Because you have uttered vain words and seen false visions, |
am against you, declares the Lord GOD.

HOLY WORDS OF GOD 18 - FALSE TEACHERS



HOLY WORDS OF GOD 18 - FALSE TEACHERS

My hand will be against the prophets who see false visions and speak lying divinations. They will not
belong to the council of My people or be recorded in the register of the house of Israel, nor will they enter
the land of Israel. Then you will know that | am the Lord GOD. Because they have led My people astray,
saying, Peace, when there is no peace, and whitewashing any flimsy wall that is built, tell those
whitewashing the wall that it will fall. Rain will come in torrents, | will send hailstones plunging down, and
a windstorm will burst forth. Surely when the wall has fallen, you will not be asked, 'Where is the
whitewash with which you covered it? Therefore this is what the Lord GOD says: In My wrath | will release
a windstorm, and in My anger torrents of rain and hail will fall with destructive fury. | will tear down the
wall you whitewashed and level it to the ground, so that its foundation is exposed. The city will fall, and
you will be destroyed within it. Then you will know that | am the LORD. And after | have vented My wrath
against the wall and against those who whitewashed it, | will say to you: The wall is gone, and so are those
who whitewashed it- those prophets of Israel who prophesied to Jerusalem and saw a vision of peace for
her when there was no peace, declares the Lord GOD.

Now, 0 son of man, set your face against the daughters of your people who prophesy out of their own
imagination. Prophesy against them

Because you have disheartened the righteous with your lies, even though | have caused them no grief,
and because you have encouraged the wicked not to turn from their evil ways to save their lives,
therefore you will no longer see false visions or practice divination. | will deliver My people from your
hands. Then you will know that | am the LORD."

Her prophets whitewash these deeds by false visions and lying divinations, saying, This is what the Lord
GOD says, when the LORD has not spoken.

Therefore this is what the Lord GOD says: Because you regard your heart as the heart of a god, behold, |
will bring foreigners against you, the most ruthless of nations. They will draw their swords against the
beauty of your wisdom and will defile your splendor.
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and he sees the sword coming against that land and blows the ram’s horn to warn the people. Then if
anyone hears the sound of the horn but fails to heed the warning, and the sword comes and takes him
away, his blood will be on his own head. Since he heard the sound of the horn but failed to heed the
warning, his blood will be on his own head. If he had heeded the warning, he would have saved his life. But
if the watchman sees the sword coming and fails to blow the horn to warn the people, and the sword
comes and takes away a life, then that one will be taken away in his iniquity, but | will hold the watchman
accountable for his blood.’

As for you, 0 son of man, | have made you a watchman for the house of Israel; so hear the word from My
mouth and give them the warning from Me. If | say to the wicked, 'O wicked man, you will surely die, but
you do not speak out to dissuade him from his way, then that wicked man will die in his iniquity, yet | will
hold you accountable for his blood. But if you warn the wicked man to turn from his way, and he does not
turn from it, he will die in his iniquity, but you will have saved your life.

But if | tell the wicked man, 'You will surely die," and he turns from his sin and does what is just and right-
if he restores a pledge, makes restitution for what he has stolen, and walks in the statutes of life without
practicing iniquity- then he will surely live; he will not die.

Yet your people say, The way of the Lord is not just.’ But it is their way that is not just. If a righteous man
turns from his righteousness and commits iniquity, he will die for it. But if a wicked man turns from his
wickedness and does what is just and right, he will live because of this. Yet you say, The way of the Lord is
not just.' But | will judge each of you according to his ways, 0 house of Israel.”

"Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel. Prophesy and tell them that this is what the Lord
GOD says: 'Woe to the shepherds of Israel, who only feed themselves! Should not the shepherds feed their
fFlock? You eat the fat, wear the wool, and butcher the fattened sheep, but you do not feed the flock. You
have not strengthened the weak, healed the sick, bound up the injured, brought back the strays, or
searched for the lost. Instead, you have ruled them with violence and cruelty. They were scattered for
lack of a shepherd, and when they were scattered they became food for all the wild beasts. My flock went
astray on all the mountains and every high hill. They were scattered over the face of all the earth, with no
one to search for them or seek them out.
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As surely as | live, declares the Lord GOD, because My flock lacks a shepherd and has become prey and
food for every wild beast, and because My shepherds did not search for My flock but fed themselves
instead, therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the LORD! This is what the Lord GOD says: 'Behold, |
am against the shepherds, and | will demand from them My flock and remove them from tending the
flock, so that they can no longer feed themselves. For | will deliver My flock from their mouths, and it will
no longer be food for them.

This is what the Lord GOD says to you, My flock: 'l will judge between one sheep and another, between the
rams and the goats.

Therefore this is what the Lord GOD says to them: 'Behold, | Myself will judge between the fat sheep and
the lean sheep. Since you shove with flank and shoulder, butting all the weak ones with your horns until
you have scattered them abroad, | will save My flock, and they will no longer be prey. | will judge between
one sheep and another.

You boasted against Me with your mouth and multiplied your words against Me. | heard it Myself!

My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected knowledge, | will also reject
you as My priests. Since you have forgotten the law of your God, | will also forget your children.

My people consult their wooden idols, and their divining rods inform them. For a spirit of prostitution
leads them astray and they have played the harlot against their God.

This is what the LORD says: “As for the prophets who lead My people astray, who proclaim peace while
they chew with their teeth, but declare war against one who puts nothing in their mouths: Therefore
night will come over you without visions, and darkness without divination. The sun will set on these
prophets, and the daylight will turn black over them. Then the seers will be ashamed and the diviners will
be disgraced. They will all cover their mouths because there is no answer from God."

Her leaders judge for a bribe, her priests teach for a price, and her prophets practice divination for
money. Yet they lean upon the LORD, saying, “Is not the LORD among us? No disaster can come upon us.”
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These are the things you must do: Speak truth to one another, render true and sound judgments in your

gates, do not plot evil in your hearts against your neighbor, and do not love to swear falsely, for | hate all
these things,” declares the LORD.

For idols speak deceit and diviners see illusions; they tell false dreams and offer empty comfort.
Therefore the people wander like sheep, oppressed for lack of a shepherd.

Woe to the worthless shepherd, who deserts the flock! May a sword strike his arm and his right eye! May
his arm be completely withered and his right eye utterly blinded!"

And on that day, declares the LORD of Hosts, | will erase the names of the idols from the land, and they
will no longer be remembered. | will also remove the prophets and the spirit of impurity from the land.
And if anyone still prophesies, his father and mother who bore him will say to him, 'You shall not remain
alive, because you have spoken falsely in the name of the LORD. When he prophesies, his father and
mother who bore him will pierce him through. And on that day every prophet who prophesies will be
ashamed of his vision, and he will not put on a hairy cloak in order to deceive. He will say, 1am not a
prophet; | work the land, for | was purchased as a servant in my youth.’

For the lips of a priest should preserve knowledge, and people should seek instruction from his mouth,
because he is the messenger of the LORD of Hosts. But you have departed from the way, and your
instruction has caused many to stumble. You have violated the covenant of Levi," says the LORD of Hosts.
"So | in turn have made you despised and humiliated before all the people, because you have not kept My
ways, but have shown partiality in matters of the law."

Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you
because of Me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven; for in the same way they
persecuted the prophets before you.
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Do not think that | have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets. | have not come to abolish them, but to
fulfill them. For I tell you truly, until heaven and earth pass away, not a single jot, not a stroke of a pen,
will disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. So then, whoever breaks one of the least of
these commandments and teaches others to do likewise will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but
whoever practices and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.

Why do you look at the speck in your brother's eye, but fail to notice the beam in your own eye? How can
you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye, while there is still a beam in your own
eye? You hypocrite! First take the beam out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the
speck from your brother's eye. Do not give dogs what is holy; do not throw your pearls before swine. If
you do, they may trample them under their feet, and then turn and tear you to pieces.

Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and
many enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow the way that leads to life, and only a few find it.

Beware of false prophets. They come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves.

Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. So then, by their fruit you
will recognize them.

Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will
of My Father in heaven. Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name,
and in Your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?’ Then | will tell them plainly, | never
knew you; depart from Me, you workers of lawlessness!

Whoever speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but whoever speaks against the Holy
Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the one to come.

This is why | speak to them in parables: Though seeing, they do not see; though hearing, they do not hear
or understand.’ In them the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled: "You will be ever hearing but never
understanding; you will be ever seeing but never perceiving.
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Consider, then, the parable of the sower: When anyone hears the message of the kingdom but does not
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is the seed sown
along the path. The seed sown on rocky ground is the one who hears the word and at once receives it
with joy. But since he has no root, he remains for only a season. When trouble or persecution comes
because of the word, he quickly falls away. The seed sown among the thorns is the one who hears the
word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, and it becomes
unfruitful. But the seed sown on good soil is the one who hears the word and understands it. He indeed
bears fruit and produces a crop- a hundredfold, sixtyfold, or thirtyfold."

Jesus replied, "And why do you break the command of God for the sake of your tradition?

These people honor Me with their lips, but their hearts are far from Me. They worship Me in vain; they
teach as doctrine the precepts of men.”

But Jesus replied, "Every plant that My heavenly Father has not planted will be pulled up by its roots.
Disregard them! They are blind guides. If a blind man leads a blind man, both will fall into a pit."

How do you not understand that | was not telling you about bread? But beware of the leaven of the
Pharisees and Sadducees.” Then they understood that He was not telling them to beware of the leaven
used in bread, but of the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees.

But Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to Me. For you do
not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men.”

If your brother sins against you, go and confront him privately. If he listens to you, you have won your
brother over. But if he will not listen, take one or two others along, so that ‘every matter may be
established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.” If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the
church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, regard him as you would a pagan or a tax collector.

But Jesus knew their evil intent and said, "You hypocrites, why are you testing Me?
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Then Jesus spoke to the crowds and to His disciples: "The scribes and Pharisees sit in Moses' seat. So
practice and observe everything they tell you. But do not do what they do, for they do not practice what
they preach. They tie up heavy, burdensome loads and lay them on men's shoulders, but they themselves
are not willing to lift a finger to move them. All their deeds are done for men to see. They broaden their
phylacteries and lengthen their tassels.

They love the places of honor at banquets, the chief seats in the synagogues, the greetings in the
marketplaces, and the title of 'Rabbi’ by which they are addressed. But you are not to be called 'Rabbi, for
you have one Teacher, and you are all brothers. And do not call anyone on earth your father, for you have
one Father, who is in heaven. Nor are you to be called instructors, for you have one Instructor, the Christ.
The greatest among you shall be your servant. For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever
humbles himself will be exalted.

Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You defraud widows of their houses, and for a show
make lengthy prayers. Therefore you will receive greater condemnation. Woe to you, scribes and
Pharisees, you hypocrites! You shut the kingdom of heaven in men'’s faces. You yourselves do not enter,
nor will you let in those who wish to enter. Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You
traverse land and sea to win a single convert, and when he becomes one, you make him twice as much a
son of hell as you are.

Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You pay tithes of mint, dill, and cumin. But you have
disregarded the weightier matters of the law: justice, mercy, and faithfulness. You should have practiced
the latter, without neglecting the former. You blind guides! You strain out a gnat but swallow a camel.
Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside
they are full of greed and self-indulgence. Blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and dish, so
that the outside may become clean as well. Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are
like whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside, but on the inside are full of dead men's
bones and every kind of impurity. In the same way, on the outside you appear to be righteous, but on the
inside you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness.
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Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You build tombs for the prophets and decorate the
monuments of the righteous. And you say, If we had lived in the days of our fathers, we would not have
been partners with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.’ So you testify against yourselves that
you are the sons of those who murdered the prophets. Fill up, then, the measure of the sin of your
fathers. You snakes! You brood of vipers! How will you escape the sentence of hell? Because of this, | am
sending you prophets and wise men and teachers. Some of them you will kill and crucify, and others you
will flog in your synagogues and persecute in town after town. And so upon you will come all the
righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah son of
Berechiah, whom you murdered between the temple and the altar.

Jesus answered, "See to it that no one deceives you. For many will come in My name, claiming, 1 am the
Christ, and will deceive many.

At that time many will fall away and will betray and hate one another, and many false prophets will arise
and mislead many. Because of the multiplication of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold.

For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and wonders that would deceive
even the elect, if that were possible. See, | have told you in advance.

Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will never pass away.

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me. Therefore
go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey all that | have commanded you. And surely | am with you always,
even to the end of the age.”
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The farmer sows the word. Some are like the seeds along the path, where the word is sown. As soon as
they hear it, Satan comes and takes away the word that was sown in them. Some are like the seeds sown
on rocky ground. They hear the word and at once receive it with joy. But they themselves have no root,
and they remain for only a season. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly
fall away. Others are like the seeds sown among the thorns. They hear the word, but the worries of this
life, the deceitfulness of wealth, and the desire for other things come in and choke the word, and it
becomes unfruitful. Still others are like the seeds sown on good soil. They hear the word, receive it, and
produce a crop- thirtyfold, sixtyfold, or a hundredfold.”

Jesus answered them, “Isaiah prophesied correctly about you hypocrites, as it is written: These people
honor Me with their lips, but their hearts are far from Me. They worship Me in vain; they teach as doctrine
the precepts of men.

You have disregarded the commandment of God to keep the tradition of men.” He went on to say, * You
neatly set aside the command of God to maintain your own tradition.

For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform signs and wonders that would deceive even
the elect, if that were possible. So be on your guard; | have told you everything in advance.

Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will never pass away.

But Jesus answered, “It is written: 'Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word of God.”

Woe to you when all men speak well of you, for their fathers treated the false prophets in the same way.

Jesus also told them a parable: "Can a blind man lead a blind man? Will they not both fall into a pit? A
disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone who is fully trained will be like his teacher.
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Now this is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of God. The seeds along the path are those
who hear, but the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe
and be saved. The seeds on rocky ground are those who hear the word and receive it with joy, but they
have no root. They believe for a season, but in the time of testing, they fall away. The seeds that fell
among the thorns are those who hear, but as they go on their way, they are choked by the worries, riches,
and pleasures of this life, and their fruit does not mature. But the seeds on good soil are those with a
noble and good heart, who hear the word, cling to it, and by persevering produce a crop.

For there is nothing hidden that will not be disclosed, and nothing concealed that will not be made known
and brought to light. Pay attention, therefore, to how you listen. Whoever has will be given more, but
whoever does not have, even what he thinks he has will be taken away from him."

But it is easier for heaven and earth to pass away than for a single stroke of a pen to drop out of the Law.

Jesus answered, “See to it that you are not deceived. For many will come in My name, claiming, | am He,
and, The time is near. Do not follow them.

Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will never pass away.

But Jesus did not entrust Himself to them, for He knew them all. He did not need any testimony about
man, for He knew what was in a man.

Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe has already been condemned,
because he has not believed in the name of God's one and only Son. And this is the verdict: The Light has
come into the world, but men loved the darkness rather than the Light because their deeds were evil.
Everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does not come into the Light for fear that his deeds will be
exposed.

But a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and in
truth, for the Father is seeking such as these to worship Him. God is Spirit, and His worshipers must
worship Him in spirit and in truth.”
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"My teaching is not My own,” Jesus replied. "It comes from Him who sent Me. If anyone desires to do His
will, he will know whether My teaching is from God or whether | speak on My own.

Has not Moses given you the law? Yet not one of you keeps it. Why are you trying to kill Me?" "You have a
demon,” the crowd replied. "Who is trying to kill You?"

Stop judging by outward appearances, and start judging justly.”

Once again, Jesus spoke to the people and said, "l am the light of the world. Whoever follows Me will
never walk in the darkness, but will have the light of life."

So He said to the Jews who had believed Him, “If you continue in My word, you are truly My disciples.
Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”

Why do you not understand what | am saying? It is because you are unable to accept My message. You
belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out his desires. He was a murderer from the
beginning, refusing to uphold the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his
native language, because he is a liar and the father of lies.

Whoever belongs to God hears the words of God. The reason you do not hear is that you do not belong to

God."

Then Jesus declared, “For judgment | have come into this world, so that the blind may see and those who
see may become blind.” Some of the Pharisees who were with Him heard this, and they asked Him, "Are
we blind too?" “If you were blind,” Jesus replied, "you would not be guilty of sin. But since you claim you
can see, your guilt remains.”
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“Truly, truly, | tell you, whoever does not enter the sheepfold by the gate, but climbs in some other way, is
a thief and a robber. But the one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper
opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen for his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them
out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because
they know his voice. But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will flee from him because they do
not recognize his voice."

The hired hand is not the shepherd, and the sheep are not his own. When he sees the wolf coming, he
abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf pounces on them and scatters the flock. The man runs
away because he is a hired servant and is unconcerned for the sheep.

Although Jesus had performed so many signs in their presence, they still did not believe in Him. This was
to fulfill the word of Isaiah the prophet: “Lord, who has believed our message? And to whom has the arm
of the Lord been revealed?” For this reason they were unable to believe. For again, Isaiah says: "He has
blinded their eyes and hardened their hearts, so that they cannot see with their eyes, and understand
with their hearts, and turn, and | would heal them.”

There is a judge for the one who rejects Me and does not receive My words: The word that | have spoken
will judge him on the last day.

Jesus answered, ‘| am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.

If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.

the Spirit of truth. The world cannot receive Him, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him. But you do
know Him, for He abides with you and will be in you.

But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, will teach you all things and will
remind you of everything | have told you.
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When the Advocate comes, whom | will send to you from the Father- the Spirit of truth who proceeds
from the Father- He will testify about Me.

However, when the Spirit of truth comes, He will guide you into all truth. For He will not speak on His own,
but He will speak what He hears, and He will declare to you what is to come.

Sanctify them by the truth; Your word is truth.

Then Peter said, "Ananias, how is it that Satan has filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and withhold
some of the proceeds from the land? Did it not belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold,

was it not at your disposal? How could you conceive such a deed in your heart? You have not lied to men,
but to God!"

You stiff-necked people with uncircumcised hearts and ears! You always resist the Holy Spirit, just as
your fathers did.

Keep watch over yourselves and the entire flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be
shepherds of the church of God, which He purchased with His own blood.

| know that after my departure, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock. Even
from your own number, men will rise up and distort the truth to draw away disciples after them.
Therefore be alert and remember that for three years | never stopped warning each of you night and day
with tears.

to open their eyes, so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God, that
they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those sanctified by faith in Me.’

The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who
suppress the truth by their wickedness.
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For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities, His eternal power and divine nature, have
been clearly seen, being understood from His workmanship, so that men are without excuse. For
although they knew God, they neither glorified Him as God nor gave thanks to Him, but they became futile
in their thinking and darkened in their foolish hearts.

Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools,

They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the
Creator, who is forever worthy of praise! Amen.

For it is not the hearers of the law who are righteous before God, but it is the doers of the law who will be
declared righteous.

Certainly not! Let God be true and every man a liar. As it is written: "So that You may be proved right
when You speak and victorious when You judge.”

There is no one who understands, no one who seeks God. All have turned away, they have together
become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one.” "Their throats are open graves; their
tongues practice deceit.” "The venom of vipers is on their lips.”

So then, the law is holy, and the commandment is holy, righteous, and good.

| speak the truth in Christ; | am not lying, as confirmed by my conscience in the Holy Spirit.

For | testify about them that they are zealous for God, but not on the basis of knowledge. Because they
were ignorant of God's righteousness and sought to establish their own, they did not submit to God's
righteousness. For Christ is the end of the law, to bring righteousness to everyone who believes.

Consequently, faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.
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as it is written: "God gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes that could not see, and ears that could not hear, to
this very day."

Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on his opinions.

Now | urge you, brothers, to watch out for those who create divisions and obstacles that are contrary to
the teaching you have learned. Turn away from them. For such people are not serving our Lord Christ, but
their own appetites. By smooth talk and flattery they deceive the hearts of the naive.

For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know Him, God was pleased through
the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. Jews demand signs and Greeks search
for wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to
those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For the
foolishness of God is wiser than man’s wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than man'’s strength.

When | came to you, brothers, | did not come with eloquence or wisdom as | proclaimed to you the
testimony about God. For | resolved to know nothing while | was with you except Jesus Christ and Him
crucified. | came to you in weakness and fear, and with much trembling. My message and my preaching
were not with persuasive words of wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit's power, so that your
faith would not rest on men's wisdom, but on God's power.

Among the mature, however, we speak a message of wisdom- but not the wisdom of this age or of the
rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. No, we speak of the mysterious and hidden wisdom of God,
which He destined for our glory before time began. None of the rulers of this age understood it. For if they
had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.

For who among men knows the thoughts of man except his own spirit within him? So too, no one knows
the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. We have not received the spirit of the world, but the Spirit
who is from God, that we may understand what God has freely given us. And this is what we speak, not in
words taught us by human wisdom, but in words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in
spiritual words.
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The natural man does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God. For they are foolishness to
him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned. The spiritual man judges all
things, but he himself is not subject to anyone's judgment. “For who has known the mind of the Lord, so as
to instruct Him?" But we have the mind of Christ.

For no one can lay a foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.

Let no one deceive himself. If any of you thinks he is wise in this age, he should become a fool, so that he
may become wise. For the wisdom of this world is foolishness in God's sight. As it is written: "He catches
the wise in their craftiness.” And again, "The Lord knows that the thoughts of the wise are futile.”

What then is my reward? That in preaching the gospel | may offer it free of charge, and so not use up my
rights in preaching it.

We should not test Christ, as some of them did, and were killed by snakes.

If anyone is inclined to dispute this, we have no other practice, nor do the churches of God.

First of all, | hear that when you come together as a church, there are divisions among you, and in part |
believe it. And indeed, there must be differences among you to show which of you are approved.

Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of
sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. Each one must examine himself before he eats of the
bread and drinks of the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body eats and
drinks judgment on himself. That is why many among you are weak and sick, and a number of you have
fallen asleep. Now if we judged ourselves properly, we would not come under judgment. But when we are
judged by the Lord, we are being disciplined so that we will not be condemned with the world.
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But in the church, | would rather speak five coherent words to instruct others than ten thousand words in
a tongue. Brothers, stop thinking like children. In regard to evil be infants, but in your thinking be mature.
It is written in the Law: "By strange tongues and foreign lips | will speak to this people, but even then they
will not listen to Me, says the Lord."

For God is not a God of disorder, but of peace- as in all the churches of the saints. Women are to be silent
in the churches. They are not permitted to speak, but must be in submission, as the law says. If they wish
to inquire about something, they are to ask their own husbands at home; for it is dishonorable for a
woman to speak in the church. Did the word of God originate with you? Or are you the only ones it has
reached? If anyone considers himself a prophet or spiritual person, let him acknowledge that what | am
writing you is the Lord's command. But if anyone ignores this, he himself will be ignored.

Now, brothers, | want to remind you of the gospel | preached to you, which you received, and in which you
stand firm. By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word | preached to you. Otherwise, you
have believed in vain.

Do not be deceived: "“Bad company corrupts good character.” Sober up as you ought, and stop sinning; for
some of you are ignorant of God. | say this to your shame.

in order that Satan should not outwit us. For we are not unaware of his schemes.

But thanks be to God, who always leads us triumphantly as captives in Christ and through us spreads
everywhere the fragrance of the knowledge of Him. For we are to God the sweet aroma of Christ among
those who are being saved and those who are perishing. To the one, we are an odor of death and demise;
to the other, a fragrance that brings life. And who is qualified for such a task? For we are not like so many
others, who peddle the word of God for profit. On the contrary, in Christ we speak before God with
sincerity, as men sent from God.

And He has qualified us as ministers of a new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter
kills, but the Spirit gives life.
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But their minds were closed. For to this day the same veil remains at the reading of the old covenant. It
has not been lifted, because only in Christ can it be removed. And even to this day when Moses is read, a
veil covers their hearts. But whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.

Instead, we have renounced secret and shameful ways. We do not practice deceit, nor do we distort the
word of God. On the contrary, by open proclamation of the truth, we commend ourselves to every man's
conscience in the sight of God. And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. The
god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers so they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory
of Christ, who is the image of God.

The weapons of our warfare are not the weapons of the world. Instead, they have divine power to
demolish strongholds. We tear down arguments and every presumption set up against the knowledge of
God; and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. And we will be ready to punish
every act of disobedience, as soon as your obedience is complete.

| am afraid, however, that just as Eve was deceived by the serpent’s cunning, your minds may be led
astray from your simple and pure devotion to Christ. For if someone comes and proclaims a Jesus other
than the One we proclaimed, or if you receive a different spirit than the One you received, or a different
gospel than the one you accepted, you put up with it way too easily.

For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, masquerading as apostles of Christ. And no wonder,
for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light. It is not surprising, then, if his servants masquerade
as servants of righteousness. Their end will correspond to their actions.

Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Can't you see for yourselves that
Jesus Christ is in you- unless you actually fail the test?

| am amazed how quickly you are deserting the One who called you by the grace of Christ and are turning
to a different gospel- which is not even a gospel. Evidently some people are troubling you and trying to
distort the gospel of Christ.
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But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you,
let him be under a curse! As we have said before, so now | say again: If anyone is preaching to you a
gospel contrary to the one you received, let him be under a curse!

Am | now seeking the approval of men, or of God? Or am | striving to please men? If | were still trying to
please men, | would not be a servant of Christ. For | certify to you, brothers, that the gospel | preached
was not devised by man. | did not receive it from any man, nor was | taught it; rather, | received it by
revelation from Jesus Christ.

This issue arose because some false brothers had come in under false pretenses to spy on our freedom in
Christ Jesus, in order to enslave us. We did not give in to them for a moment, so that the truth of the
gospel would remain with you.

When Cephas came to Antioch, however, | opposed him to his face, because he stood to be condemned.
For before certain men came from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he
began to draw back and separate himself, for fear of those in the circumcision group. The other Jews
joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray. When | saw that
they were not walking in line with the truth of the gospel, | said to Cephas in front of them all, “If you, who
are a Jew, live like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how can you compel the Gentiles to live like Jews?"

0 foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your very eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed as
crucified.

Brothers, if someone is caught in a trespass, you who are spiritual should restore him with a spirit of
gentleness. But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted. Carry one another's burdens, and in this way
you will fulfill the law of Christ. If anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself.

Nevertheless, the one who receives instruction in the word must share in all good things with his
instructor. Do not be deceived: God is not to be mocked. Whatever a man sows, he will reap in return. The
one who sows to please his flesh, from the flesh will reap destruction; but the one who sows to please the
Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life.
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Then we will no longer be infants, tossed about by the waves and carried around by every wind of
teaching and by the clever cunning of men in their deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in love,
we will in all things grow up into Christ Himself, who is the head.

So | tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no longer walk as the Gentiles do, in the futility
of their thinking. They are darkened in their understanding and alienated from the life of God because of
the ignorance that is in them due to the hardness of their hearts.

Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to his neighbor, for we are all
members of one another.

Let no unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building up the one in
need and bringing grace to those who listen.

Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of such things the wrath of God is coming on the
sons of disobedience.

For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light, for the fruit of
the light consists in all goodness, righteousness, and truth. Test and prove what pleases the Lord.

Have no fellowship with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them.

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the
powers of this world's darkness, and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.

Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness
arrayed, and with your feet fitted with the readiness of the gospel of peace. In addition to all this, take up
the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. And take the
helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.
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And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, so
that you may be able to test and prove what is best and may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ,

| say this so that no one will deceive you by smooth rhetoric.

See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, which are based on
human tradition and the spiritual forces of the world rather than on Christ.

Do not let anyone who delights in false humility and the worship of angels disqualify you with speculation
about what he has seen. Such a person is puffed up without basis by his unspiritual mind.

If you have died with Christ to the spiritual forces of the world, why, as though you still belonged to the
world, do you submit to its regulations: "Do not handle, do not taste, do not touch!"? These will all perish
with use, because they are based on human commands and teachings. Such restrictions indeed have an
appearance of wisdom, with their self-prescribed worship, their false humility, and their harsh treatment
of the body; but they are of no value against the indulgence of the flesh.

Do not lie to one another, since you have taken off the old self with its practices, and have put on the new
self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator.

but test all things. Hold fast to what is good.

Let no one deceive you in any way, for it will not come until the rebellion occurs and the man of
lawlessness- the son of destruction- is revealed.

The coming of the lawless one will be accompanied by the working of Satan, with every kind of power,
sign, and false wonder, and with every wicked deception directed against those who are perishing,
because they refused the love of the truth that would have saved them. For this reason God will send
them a powerful delusion so that they believe the lie, in order that judgment may come upon all who
have disbelieved the truth and delighted in wickedness.
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Therefore, brothers, stand firm and cling to the traditions we taught you, whether by speech or by letter.

Now we command you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away from any brother
who leads an undisciplined life that is not in keeping with the tradition you received from us.

As | urged you on my departure to Macedonia, you should stay on at Ephesus to instruct certain men not
to teach false doctrines or devote themselves to myths and endless genealogies, which promote
speculation rather than the stewardship of God's work, which is by faith. The goal of our instruction is the
love that comes from a pure heart, a clear conscience, and a sincere faith. Some have strayed from these
ways and turned aside to empty talk. They want to be teachers of the law, but they do not understand
what they are saying or that which they so confidently assert.

who wants everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God, and
there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself as a ransom for all-
the testimony that was given at just the right time. For this reason | was appointed as a preacher, an
apostle, and a faithful and true teacher of the Gentiles. | am telling the truth; | am not lying about
anything.

A woman must learn in quietness and full submissiveness. | do not permit a woman to teach or to
exercise authority over a man; she is to remain quiet. For Adam was formed first, and then Eve. And it
was not Adam who was deceived, but the woman who was deceived and fell into transgression.

Now the Spirit expressly states that in later times some will abandon the faith to follow deceitful spirits
and the teachings of demons, influenced by the hypocrisy of liars, whose consciences are seared with a
hot iron.

By pointing out these things to the brothers, you will be a good servant of Christ Jesus, nourished by the
words of faith and sound instruction that you have followed. But reject irreverent, silly myths. Instead,
train yourself for godliness.
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Command and teach these things. Let no one despise your youth, but set an example for the believers in
speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. Until | come, devote yourself to the public reading of
Scripture, to exhortation, and to teaching. Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given you
through the prophecy spoken over you at the laying on of the hands of the elders. Be diligent in these
matters and absorbed in them, so that your progress will be evident to all. Pay close attention to your life
and to your teaching. Persevere in these things, for by so doing you will save both yourself and those who
hear you.

Elders who lead effectively are worthy of double honor, especially those who work hard at preaching and
teaching. For the Scripture says, " Do not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain,” and, "“The worker
is worthy of his wages."

Do not entertain an accusation against an elder, except on the testimony of two or three witnesses. But
those who persist in sin should be rebuked in front of everyone, so that the others will stand in fear of sin.
| solemnly charge you before God and Christ Jesus and the elect angels to maintain these principles
without bias, and to do nothing out of partiality. Do not be too quick in the laying on of hands and thereby
share in the sins of others. Keep yourself pure.

If anyone teaches another doctrine and disagrees with the sound words of our Lord Jesus Christ and with
godly teaching, he is conceited and understands nothing. Instead, he has an unhealthy interest in
controversies and semantics, out of which come envy, strife, abusive talk, evil suspicions, and constant
friction between men of depraved mind who are devoid of the truth. These men regard godliness as a
means of gain.

0 Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to you. Avoid irreverent, empty chatter and the opposing
arguments of so-called "knowledge,” which some have professed and thus swerved away from the faith.
Grace be with you all.

Remind the believers of these things, charging them before God to avoid quarreling over words, which
succeeds only in leading the listeners to ruin.

Make every effort to present yourself approved to God, an unashamed workman who accurately handles
the word of truth. But avoid irreverent, empty chatter, which will only lead to more ungodliness,
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and the talk of such men will spread like gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus, who have
deviated from the truth. They say that the resurrection has already occurred, and they undermine the
faith of some. Nevertheless, God's firm foundation stands, bearing this seal: "“The Lord knows those who
are His," and, "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord must turn away from iniquity."

But reject foolish and ignorant speculation, for you know that it breeds quarreling. And a servant of the
Lord must not be quarrelsome, but must be kind to everyone, able to teach, and forbearing. He must
gently reprove those who oppose him, in the hope that God may grant them repentance leading to a
knowledge of the truth. Then they will come to their senses and escape the snare of the devil, who has
taken them captive to his will.

For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their
parents, ungrateful, unholy, unloving, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, without love of
good, traitorous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having a form of
godliness but denying its power. Turn away from such as these!

They are the kind who worm their way into households and captivate vulnerable women who are
weighed down with sins and led astray by various passions, who are always learning but never able to
come to a knowledge of the truth.

Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so also these men oppose the truth. They are depraved in
mind and disqualified from the faith. But they will not advance much further. For just like Jannes and
Jambres, their folly will be plain to everyone.

Indeed, all who desire to live godly lives in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, while evil men and imposters
go from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived.

But as for you, continue in the things you have learned and firmly believed, since you know from whom
you have learned them. From infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you
wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for instruction,
for conviction, for correction, and for training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be complete,
fully equipped for every good work.
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Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and encourage with every
form of patient instruction. For the time will come when men will not tolerate sound doctrine, but with
itching ears they will gather around themselves teachers to suit their own desires. So they will turn their
ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.

He must hold firmly to the faithful word as it was taught, so that he can encourage others by sound
teaching and refute those who contradict it. For many are rebellious and full of empty talk and deception,
especially those of the circumcision, who must be silenced. For the sake of dishonorable gain, they
undermine entire households and teach things they should not. As one of their own prophets has said,
"Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons.” This testimony is true. Therefore rebuke them
sternly, so that they will be sound in the faith and will pay no attention to Jewish myths or to the
commands of men who have rejected the truth. To the pure, all things are pure; but to the defiled and
unbelieving, nothing is pure. Indeed, both their minds and their consciences are defiled. They profess to
know God, but by their actions they deny Him. They are detestable, disobedient, and unfit for any good
deed.

But as for you, speak the things that are consistent with sound doctrine. Older men are to be temperate,
dignified, self-controlled, and sound in faith, love, and perseverance.

Older women, likewise, are to be reverent in their behavior, not slanderers or addicted to much wine, but
teachers of good. In this way they can train the young women to love their husbands and children, to be
self-controlled, pure, managers of their households, kind, and submissive to their own husbands, so that
the word of God will not be discredited.

In the same way, urge the younger men to be self-controlled. In everything, show yourself to be an
example by doing good works. In your teaching show integrity, dignity, and wholesome speech that is
above reproach, so that anyone who opposes us will be ashamed to have nothing bad to say about us.

Exhort bondservants to be obedient to their own masters, to be well pleasing in all things, not answering
back, not pilfering, but showing all good fidelity, that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in all
things.
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But avoid foolish controversies, genealogies, arguments, and quarrels about the law, because these things
are pointless and worthless. Reject a divisive man after a first and second admonition, knowing that such
a man is corrupt and sinful; he is self-condemned.

We must pay closer attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away. For if the
message spoken by angels was binding, and every transgression and disobedience received its just
punishment, how shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? This salvation was first announced
by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard Him,

See to it, brothers, that none of you has a wicked heart of unbelief that turns away from the living God.

And to whom did He swear that they would never enter His rest? Was it not to those who disobeyed? So
we see that it was because of their unbelief that they were unable to enter.

For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it pierces even to dividing
soul and spirit, joints and marrow. It judges the thoughts and intentions of the heart. Nothing in all
creation is hidden from God's sight; everything is uncovered and exposed before the eyes of Him to whom
we must give account.

It is impossible for those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, who have
shared in the Holy Spirit, who have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the coming
age- and then have fallen away- to be restored to repentance, because they themselves are crucifying
the Son of God all over again and subjecting Him to open shame.

If we deliberately go on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no further sacrifice for
sins remains, but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will consume all
adversaries. Anyone who rejected the law of Moses died without mercy on the testimony of two or three
witnesses. How much more severely do you think one deserves to be punished who has trampled on the
Son of God, profaned the blood of the covenant that sanctified him, and insulted the Spirit of grace?
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See to it that no one falls short of the grace of God, and that no root of bitterness springs up to cause
trouble and defile many. See to it that no one is sexually immoral, or is godless like Esau, who for a single
meal sold his birthright. For you know that afterward, when he wanted to inherit the blessing, he was
rejected. He could find no ground for repentance, though he sought the blessing with tears.

Do not be carried away by all kinds of strange teachings, for it is good for the heart to be strengthened by
grace and not by foods of no value to those devoted to them.

because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. Allow perseverance to finish its
work, so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. Now if any of you lacks wisdom, he
should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him.

Be doers of the word, and not hearers only. Otherwise, you are deceiving yourselves. For anyone who
hears the word but does not carry it out is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror, and after observing
himself goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like.

Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, because you know that we who teach will be
judged more strictly. We all stumble in many ways. If anyone is never at fault in what he says, he is a
perfect man, able to control his whole body.

In the same way, the tongue is a small part of the body, but it boasts of great things. Consider how small a
spark sets a great forest ablaze. The tongue also is a fire, a world of wickedness among the parts of the
body. It pollutes the whole person, sets the course of his life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell.

To you who believe, then, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, “The stone the builders
rejected has become the cornerstone,” and, “A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense.” They stumble
because they disobey the word- and to this they were appointed.

For, "Whoever would love life and see good days must keep his tongue from evil and his lips from
deceitful speech.
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But in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give a defense to everyone who asks you
the reason for the hope that is in you. But respond with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear
conscience, so that those who slander you may be put to shame by your good behavior in Christ.

Be sober-minded and alert. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone
to devour. Resist him, standing firm in your faith and in the knowledge that your brothers throughout the
world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering.

Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture comes from one's own interpretation. For
no such prophecy was ever brought forth by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were
carried along by the Holy Spirit.

Now there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you.
They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them- bringing
swift destruction on themselves. Many will follow in their depravity, and because of them the way of
truth will be defamed. In their greed, these false teachers will exploit you with deceptive words. The
longstanding verdict against them remains in force, and their destruction does not sleep.

If indeed they have escaped the corruption of the world through the knowledge of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ, only to be entangled and overcome by it again, their final condition is worse than it was at
first. It would have been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness than to have
known it and then to turn away from the holy commandment passed on to them.

He writes this way in all his letters, speaking in them about such matters. Some parts of his letters are
hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the rest of the Scriptures, to
their own destruction.

Therefore, beloved, since you already know these things, be on your guard so that you will not be carried
away by the error of the lawless and fall from your secure standing. But grow in the grace and knowledge
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.
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And this is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you: God is light, and in Him there is no

darkness at all. If we say we have fellowship with Him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice
the truth.

By this we can be sure that we have come to know Him: if we keep His commandments. If anyone says, ‘|
know Him," but does not keep His commandments, he is a liar, and the truth is not in him. But if anyone
keeps His word, the love of God has been truly perfected in him. By this we know that we are in Him:
Whoever claims to abide in Him must walk as Jesus walked.

| have written these things to you about those who are trying to deceive you. And as for you, the anointing
you received from Him remains in you, and you do not need anyone to teach you. But just as His true and
genuine anointing teaches you about all things, so remain in Him as you have been taught.

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God. For many false
prophets have gone out into the world. By this you will know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses
that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not
from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and which is already in the
world at this time.

They are of the world. That is why they speak from the world's perspective, and the world listens to them.
We are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does not listen to us. That is
how we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of deception.

And this is love, that we walk according to His commandments. This is the very commandment you have
heard from the beginning, that you must walk in love.

For many deceivers have gone out into the world, refusing to confess the coming of Jesus Christ in the
flesh. Any such person is the deceiver and the antichrist. Watch yourselves, so that you do not lose what
we have worked for, but that you may be fully rewarded.
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Anyone who runs ahead without remaining in the teaching of Christ does not have God. Whoever remains
in His teaching has both the Father and the Son. If anyone comes to you but does not bring this teaching,
do not receive him into your home or even greet him. Whoever greets such a person shares in his evil

deeds.

| have written to the church about this, but Diotrephes, who loves to be first, will not accept our
instruction. So if | come, | will call attention to his malicious slander against us. And unsatisfied with that,
he refuses to welcome the brothers and forbids those who want to do so, even putting them out of the
church.

Beloved, although | made every effort to write to you about the salvation we share, | felt it necessary to
write and urge you to contend earnestly for the faith entrusted once for all to the saints. For certain men
have crept in among you unnoticed- ungodly ones who were designated long ago for condemnation. They
turn the grace of our God into a license for immorality, and they deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus
Christ.

| know your deeds, your labor, and your perseverance. | know that you cannot tolerate those who are evil,
and you have tested and exposed as liars those who falsely claim to be apostles.

| know your affliction and your poverty- though you are rich! And | am aware of the slander of those who
falsely claim to be Jews, but are in fact a synagogue of Satan.

But | have a few things against you, because some of you hold to the teaching of Balaam, who taught
Balak to place a stumbling block before the Israelites so they would eat food sacrificed to idols and
commit sexual immorality. In the same way, some of you also hold to the teaching of the Nicolaitans.
Therefore repent! Otherwise | will come to you shortly and wage war against them with the sword of My
mouth.

But | have this against you: You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess. By her
teaching she misleads My servants to be sexually immoral and to eat food sacrificed to idols.
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| know your deeds; you are neither cold nor hot. How | wish you were one or the other! So because you
are lukewarm- neither hot nor cold- | am about to vomit you out of My mouth! You say, | am rich; | have
grown wealthy and need nothing.’ But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind, and

naked.

Those | love, | rebuke and discipline. Therefore be earnest and repent.

And the great dragon was hurled down- that ancient serpent called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of
the whole world. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him. And I heard a loud voice in heaven
saying: "Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of His
Christ. For the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down- he who accuses them day and night
before our God. They have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony.
And they did not love their lives so as to shy away from death.

Then | heard another voice from heaven say: “Come out of her, My people, so that you will not share in her
sins or contract any of her plagues.

The light of a lamp will never shine in you again, and the voices of a bride and bridegroom will never call
out in you again. For your merchants were the great ones of the earth, because all the nations were
deceived by your sorcery.”

But the beast was captured along with the false prophet, who on its behalf had performed signs deceiving
those who had the mark of the beast and worshiped its image. Both the beast and the false prophet were
thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulfur.

He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand
years. And he threw him into the Abyss, shut it, and sealed it over him, so that he could not deceive the
nations until the thousand years were complete. After that, he must be released for a brief period of time.

And the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur, into which the beast and
the false prophet had already been thrown. There they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.
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"But to the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and murderers and sexually immoral and sorcerers
and idolaters and all liars, their place will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur. This is the second

death.”

But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who practices an abomination or a lie, but only those
whose names are written in the Lamb's Book of Life.

But outside are the dogs, the sorcerers, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters, and everyone
who loves and practices falsehood.

| testify to everyone who hears the words of prophecy in this book: If anyone adds to them, God will add
to him the plagues described in this book. And if anyone takes away from the words of this book of
prophecy, God will take away his share in the tree of life and the holy city, which are described in this
book.
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