| HOLY WORDS OF GOD

17 - FALSE RELIGIONS

These are the holy words of God Almighty.
We are not interested in the words of humans.
For anybody who loves God... this is what God says about: FALSE RELIGIONS.

J

Top 3 Most Significant Verses

Their idols are silver and gold, made by the hands of men. They have mouths, but
cannot speak; they have eyes, but cannot see; they have ears, but cannot hear; they
have noses, but cannot smell; they have hands, but cannot feel; they have feet, but
cannot walk; they cannot even clear their throats. Those who make them become like
them, as do all who trust in them.

You shall have no other gods before Me. You shall not make for yourself an idol in the
form of anything in the heavens above, on the earth below, or in the waters beneath.
You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for |, the LORD your God, am a
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on their children to the third and fourth
generations of those who hate Me

"A man or a woman who is a medium or spiritist must surely be put to death. They
shall be stoned; their blood is upon them.”
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Every Verse In Canonical Order - 176 passages

Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field that the LORD God had made. And he said to
the woman, "Did God really say, 'You must not eat from any tree in the garden?”

"Come,” they said, “let us build for ourselves a city with a tower that reaches to the heavens, that we may
make a name for ourselves and not be scattered over the face of all the earth.” Then the LORD came
down to see the city and the tower that the sons of men were building. And the LORD said, “If they have
begun to do this as one people speaking the same language, then nothing they devise will be beyond
them. Come, let Us go down and confuse their language, so that they will not understand one another's
speech.” So the LORD scattered them from there over the face of all the earth, and they stopped building
the city. That is why it is called Babel, for there the LORD confused the language of the whole world, and
from that place the LORD scattered them over the face of all the earth.

The angel of the LORD proceeded: "Behold, you have conceived and will bear a son. And you shall name
him Ishmael, for the LORD has heard your cry of affliction. He will be a wild donkey of a man, and his hand
will be against everyone, and everyone's hand against him; he will live in hostility toward all his brothers."

And Abraham said to God, "0 that Ishmael might live under Your blessing!" But God replied, “Your wife
Sarah will indeed bear you a son, and you are to name him Isaac. | will establish My covenant with him as
an everlasting covenant for his descendants after him. As for Ishmael, | have heard you, and | will surely
bless him; | will make him fruitful and multiply him greatly. He will become the father of twelve rulers,
and | will make him into a great nation. But | will establish My covenant with Isaac, whom Sarah will bear
to you at this time next year.”

On that very day Abraham took his son Ishmael and all those born in his household or purchased with his
money- every male among the members of Abraham's household- and he circumcised them, just as God

had told him.

So Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and did just as the LORD had commanded. Aaron threw his staff
down before Pharaoh and his officials, and it became a serpent. But Pharaoh called the wise men and
sorcerers and magicians of Egypt, and they also did the same things by their magic arts. Each one threw
down his staff, and it became a serpent. But Aaron's staff swallowed up the other staffs. Still, Pharaoh'’s
heart was hardened, and he would not listen to them, just as the LORD had said.
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But the magicians of Egypt did the same things by their magic arts. So Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and
he would not listen to Moses and Aaron, just as the LORD had said.

So Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters of Egypt, and the frogs came up and covered the land of
Egypt. But the magicians did the same thing by their magic arts, and they also brought frogs up onto the
land of Egypt.

This they did, and when Aaron stretched out his hand with his staff and struck the dust of the earth, gnats
came upon man and beast. All the dust of the earth turned into gnats throughout the land of Egypt. The
magicians tried to produce gnats using their magic arts, but they could not. And the gnats remained on
man and beast. "This is the finger of God,” the magicians said to Pharaoh. But Pharaoh’s heart was

hardened, and he would not listen to them, just as the LORD had said.

The magicians could not stand before Moses, because the boils had broken out on them and on all the
Egyptians.

You shall have no other gods before Me. You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in
the heavens above, on the earth below, or in the waters beneath. You shall not bow down to them or
worship them; for |, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on their
children to the third and fourth generations of those who hate Me,

You are not to make any gods alongside Me; you are not to make for yourselves gods of silver or gold.

You must not allow a sorceress to live.

If anyone sacrifices to any god other than the LORD alone, he must be set apart for destruction.

Pay close attention to everything | have said to you. You must not invoke the names of other gods; they
must not be heard on your lips.

HOLY WORDS OF GOD 17 - FALSE RELIGIONS



HOLY WORDS OF GOD 17 - FALSE RELIGIONS

Now when the people saw that Moses was delayed in coming down from the mountain, they gathered
around Aaron and said, “Come, make us gods who will go before us. As for this Moses who brought us up
out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has happened to him!" So Aaron told them, “Take off the
gold earrings that are on your wives and sons and daughters, and bring them to me." Then all the people
took off their gold earrings and brought them to Aaron. He took the gold from their hands, and with an
engraving tool he fashioned it into a molten calf. And they said, "These, 0 Israel, are your gods, who
brought you up out of the land of Egypt!”

How quickly they have turned aside from the way that | commanded them! They have made for
themselves a molten calf and have bowed down to it. They have sacrificed to it and said, These, 0 Israel,
are your gods, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt.” The LORD also said to Moses, ‘| have seen
this people, and they are indeed a stiff-necked people. Now leave Me alone, so that My anger may burn
against them and consume them. Then | will make you into a great nation.”

So Moses returned to the LORD and said, "Oh, what a great sin these people have committed! They have
made gods of gold for themselves.

Rather, you must tear down their altars, smash their sacred stones, and chop down their Asherah poles.
For you must not worship any other god, for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God. Do not
make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land, for when they prostitute themselves to their gods and
sacrifice to them, they will invite you, and you will eat their sacrifices. And when you take some of their
daughters as brides for your sons, their daughters will prostitute themselves to their gods and cause your
sons to do the same. You shall make no molten gods for yourselves.

They must no longer offer their sacrifices to the goat demons to which they have prostituted themselves.
This will be a permanent statute for them for the generations to come.’

Do not turn to idols or make for yourselves molten gods. | am the LORD your God.

You must not eat anything with blood still in it. You must not practice divination or sorcery.
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You must not make any cuts in your bodies for the dead or put tattoo marks on yourselves. | am the
LORD.

You must not turn to mediums or spiritists; do not seek them out, or you will be defiled by them. | am the
LORD your God.

"Tell the Israelites, '‘Any Israelite or foreigner living in Israel who gives any of his children to Molech must
be put to death. The people of the land are to stone him. And | will set My face against that man and cut
him off from his people, because by giving his offspring to Molech, he has defiled My sanctuary and
profaned My holy name.

Whoever turns to mediums or spiritists to prostitute himself with them, | will also set My face against that
person and cut him off from his people.

A man or a woman who is a medium or spiritist must surely be put to death. They shall be stoned; their
blood is upon them.”

"You must not make idols for yourselves or set up a carved image or sacred pillar; you must not place a
sculpted stone in your land to bow down to it. For | am the LORD your God.

| will destroy your high places, cut down your incense altars, and heap your lifeless bodies on the lifeless
remains of your idols; and My soul will despise you.

you must drive out before you all the inhabitants of the land, destroy all their carved images and cast
idols, and demolish all their high places.
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So since you saw no form of any kind on the day the LORD spoke to you out of the fire at Horeb, be careful
that you do not act corruptly and make an idol for yourselves of any form or shape, whether in the
likeness of a male or female, of any beast that is on the earth or bird that flies in the air, or of any
creature that crawls on the ground or fish that is in the waters below. When you look to the heavens and
see the sun and moon and stars- all the host of heaven- do not be enticed to bow down and worship what
the LORD your God has apportioned to all the nations under heaven.

For the LORD your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God.

You shall have no other gods before Me. You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in
the heavens above, on the earth below, or in the waters beneath. You shall not bow down to them or
worship them; for |, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on their
children to the third and fourth generations of those who hate Me,

Do not follow other gods, the gods of the peoples around you. For the LORD your God, who is among you,
is a jealous God. Otherwise the anger of the LORD your God will be kindled against you, and He will wipe
you off the Face of the earth.

Do not intermarry with them. Do not give your daughters to their sons or take their daughters for your
sons, because they will turn your sons away from following Me to serve other gods. Then the anger of the
LORD will burn against you, and He will swiftly destroy you. Instead, this is what you are to do to them:
tear down their altars, smash their sacred pillars, cut down their Asherah poles, and burn their idols in the
fire.

Destroy completely all the places where the nations you are dispossessing have served their gods- atop
the high mountains, on the hills, and under every green tree. Tear down their altars, smash their sacred
pillars, burn up their Asherah poles, cut down the idols of their gods, and wipe out their names from every
place. You shall not worship the LORD your God in this way.

be careful not to be ensnared by their ways after they have been destroyed before you. Do not inquire
about their gods, asking, "How do these nations serve their gods? | will do likewise.” You must not worship
the LORD your God in this way, because they practice for their gods every abomination which the LORD
hates. They even burn their sons and daughters in the fire as sacrifices to their gods.
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If a prophet or dreamer of dreams arises among you and proclaims a sign or wonder to you, and if the
sign or wonder he has spoken to you comes about, but he says, “Let us follow other gods (which you have
not known) and let us worship them,” you must not listen to the words of that prophet or dreamer. For
the LORD your God is testing you to find out whether you love Him with all your heart and with all your
soul.

IF your very own brother, or your son or daughter, or the wife you embrace, or your closest friend secretly
entices you, saying, "Let us go and worship other gods” (which neither you nor your fathers have known,
the gods of the peoples around you, whether near or far, whether from one end of the earth or the other),
you must not yield to him or listen to him. Show him no pity, and do not spare him or shield him.

and going to worship other gods, bowing down to them or to the sun or moon or any of the host of
heaven- which | have forbidden- and if it is reported and you hear about it, you must investigate it
thoroughly. If the report is true and such an abomination has happened in Israel, you must bring out to
your gates the man or woman who has done this evil thing, and you must stone that person to death.

Let no one be found among you who sacrifices his son or daughter in the fire, practices divination or
conjury, interprets omens, practices sorcery, casts spells, consults a medium or spiritist, or inquires of the
dead. For whoever does these things is detestable to the LORD. And because of these detestable things,
the LORD your God is driving out the nations before you.

But if any prophet dares to speak a message in My name that | have not commanded him to speak, or to
speak in the name of other gods, that prophet must be put to death.”

Cursed is the man who makes a carved idol or molten image- an abomination to the LORD, the work of
the hands of a craftsman- and sets it up in secret.’ And let all the people say, Amen!'

They provoked His jealousy with foreign gods; they enraged Him with abominations. They sacrificed to
demons, not to God, to gods they had not known, to newly arrived gods, which your fathers did not fear.
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They have provoked My jealousy by that which is not God; they have enraged Me with their worthless
idols. So | will make them jealous by those who are not a people; | will make them angry by a nation
without understanding.

Israel, however, did not listen to their judges. Instead, they prostituted themselves with other gods and
bowed down to them. They quickly turned from the way of their fathers, who had walked in obedience to
the LORD's commandments; they did not do as their fathers had done.

But when the judge died, the Israelites became even more corrupt than their fathers, going after other
gods to serve them and bow down to them. They would not give up their evil practices and stubborn
ways.

And again the Israelites did evil in the sight of the LORD. They served the Baals, the Ashtoreths, the gods
of Aram, Sidon, and Moab, and the gods of the Ammonites and Philistines. Thus they forsook the LORD
and did not serve Him. So the anger of the LORD burned against Israel, and He sold them into the hands of
the Philistines and Ammonites,

Then the Israelites cried out to the LORD, saying, "We have sinned against You, for we have indeed
forsaken our God and served the Baals."

But you have forsaken Me and served other gods, so | will no longer save you. Go and cry out to the gods
you have chosen. Let them save you in your time of trouble.” "We have sinned,” the Israelites said to the
LORD. "Deal with us as You see fit; but please deliver us today!" So they put away the foreign gods from
among them and served the LORD, and He could no longer bear the misery of Israel.
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carried it into the temple of Dagon, and set it beside his statue. When the people of Ashdod got up early
the next morning, there was Dagon, fallen on his face before the ark of the LORD. So they took Dagon and
returned him to his place. But when they got up early the next morning, there was Dagon, fallen on his
face before the ark of the LORD, with his head and his hands broken off and lying on the threshold. Only
the torso remained. That is why, to this day, the priests of Dagon and all who enter the temple of Dagon in
Ashdod do not step on the threshold. Now the hand of the LORD was heavy on the people of Ashdod and
its vicinity, ravaging them and afflicting them with tumors. And when the men of Ashdod saw what was
happening, they said, "The ark of the God of Israel must not stay here with us, because His hand is heavy
upon us and upon our god Dagon.”

For rebellion is like the sin of divination, and arrogance is like the wickedness of idolatry. Because you
have rejected the word of the LORD, He has rejected you as king."

Now by this time Samuel had died, and all Israel had mourned for him and buried him in Ramah, his own
city. And Saul had removed the mediums and spiritists from the land.

Then Saul said to his servants, "Find me a woman who is a medium, so | can go and consult her." “There is
a medium at Endor,” his servants replied. So Saul disguised himself by putting on different clothes, and he
set out with two of his men. They came to the woman at night, and Saul said, "Consult a spirit for me.
Bring up for me the one | name.” But the woman replied, "Surely you know what Saul has done, how he
has killed the mediums and spiritists in the land. Why have you set a trap to get me killed?”

For when Solomon grew old, his wives turned his heart after other gods, and he was not wholeheartedly
devoted to the LORD his God, as his father David had been. Solomon followed Ashtoreth the goddess of
the Sidonians and Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites. So Solomon did evil in the sight of the
LORD; unlike his father David, he did not follow the LORD completely. At that time on a hill east of
Jerusalem, Solomon built a high place for Chemosh the abomination of Moab and for Molech the
abomination of the Ammonites. He did the same for all his foreign wives, who burned incense and
sacrificed to their gods.

For they have forsaken Me to worship Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, Chemosh the god of the
Moabites, and Milcom the god of the Ammonites. They have not walked in My ways, nor done what is right
in My eyes, nor kept My statutes and judgments, as Solomon's father David did.
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After seeking advice, the king made two golden calves and said to the people, "Going up to Jerusalem is
too much for you. Here, 0 Israel, are your gods, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt.”

They also built for themselves high places, sacred pillars, and Asherah poles on every high hill and under
every green tree. There were even male shrine prostitutes in the land. They imitated all the abominations
of the nations the LORD had driven out before the Israelites.

Then Elijah approached all the people and said, "How long will you waver between two opinions? If the
LORD is God, follow Him. But if Baal is God, follow him." But the people did not answer a word. Then Elijah
said to the people, "l am the only remaining prophet of the LORD, but Baal has four hundred and fifty
prophets. Get two bulls for us. Let the prophets of Baal choose one bull for themselves, cut it into pieces,
and place it on the wood but not light the fire. And | will prepare the other bull and place it on the wood
but not light the fire. Then you may call on the name of your god, and | will call on the name of the LORD.
The God who answers by fire, He is God.” And all the people answered, "What you say is good.”

Then Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, "Since you are so numerous, choose for yourselves one bull and
prepare it first. Then call on the name of your god, but do not light the fire.” And they took the bull that
was given them, prepared it, and called on the name of Baal from morning until noon, shouting, "0 Baal,
answer us!" But there was no sound, and no one answered as they leaped around the altar they had
made. At noon Elijah began to taunt them, saying, "Shout louder, for he is a god! Perhaps he is deep in
thought, or occupied, or on a journey. Perhaps he is sleeping and must be awakened!" So they shouted
louder and cut themselves with knives and lances, as was their custom, until the blood gushed over them.
Midday passed, and they kept on raving until the time of the evening sacrifice. But there was no response;
no one answered, no one paid attention.

Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come near to me." So all the people approached him, and he repaired
the altar of the LORD that had been torn down. And Elijah took twelve stones, one for each tribe of the
sons of Jacob, to whom the word of the LORD had come and said, “Israel shall be your name.” And with
the stones, Elijah built an altar in the name of the LORD. Then he dug a trench around the altar large
enough to hold two seahs of seed. Next, he arranged the wood, cut up the bull, placed it on the wood, and
said, "Fill Four waterpots and pour the water on the offering and on the wood.” "Do it a second time," he
said, and they did it a second time. "Do it a third time,” he said, and they did it a third time. So the water
ran down around the altar and even filled the trench.
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At the time of the evening sacrifice, Elijah the prophet approached the altar and said, "0 LORD, God of
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that You are God in Israel and that | am Your servant
and have done all these things at Your command. Answer me, 0 LORD! Answer me, so that this people will
know that You, the LORD, are God, and that You have turned their hearts back again.” Then the fire of the
LORD fell and consumed the sacrifice, the wood, the stones, and the dust, and it licked up the water in the
trench. When all the people saw this, they fell facedown and said, “The LORD, He is God! The LORD, He is
God!" Then Elijah ordered them, "Seize the prophets of Baal! Do not let a single one escape.” So they
seized them, and Elijah brought them down to the Kishon Valley and slaughtered them there.

He committed the most detestable acts by going after idols, just like the Amorites whom the LORD had
driven out before the Israelites.)

When Joram saw Jehu, he asked, "Have you come in peace, Jehu?" "How can there be peace,” he replied,
"as long as the idolatry and witchcraft of your mother Jezebel abound?”

They brought out the sacred pillar of the temple of Baal and burned it. They also demolished the sacred
pillar of Baal. Then they tore down the temple of Baal and made it into a latrine, which it is to this day.

They burned incense on all the high places like the nations that the LORD had driven out before them.
They did wicked things, provoking the LORD to anger. They served idols, although the LORD had told
them, “You shall not do this thing."

But they would not listen, and they stiffened their necks like their fathers, who did not believe the LORD
their God. They rejected His statutes and the covenant He had made with their fathers, as well as the
decrees He had given them. They pursued worthless idols and themselves became worthless, going after
the surrounding nations that the LORD had commanded them not to imitate. They abandoned all the
commandments of the LORD their God and made for themselves two cast idols of calves and an Asherah
pole. They bowed down to all the host of heaven and served Baal. They sacrificed their sons and
daughters in the fire and practiced divination and soothsaying. They devoted themselves to doing evil in
the sight of the LORD, provoking Him to anger. So the LORD was very angry with Israel, and He removed
them from His presence. Only the tribe of Judah remained,
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Nevertheless, the people of each nation continued to make their own gods in the cities where they had
settled, and they set them up in the shrines that the people of Samaria had made on the high places.

They worshiped the LORD, but they also served their own gods according to the customs of the nations
from which they had been carried away. To this day they are still practicing their former customs. None of
them worship the LORD or observe the statutes, ordinances, laws, and commandments that the LORD
gave the descendants of Jacob, whom He named Israel. For the LORD had made a covenant with the
Israelites and commanded them, "Do not worship other gods or bow down to them; do not serve them or
sacrifice to them.

He removed the high places, shattered the sacred pillars, and cut down the Asherah poles. He also
demolished the bronze snake called Nehushtan that Moses had made, for up to that time the Israelites
had burned incense to it.

Truly, 0 LORD, the kings of Assyria have laid waste these nations and their lands. They have cast their
gods into the fire and destroyed them, for they were not gods, but only wood and stone- the work of
human hands.

He sacrificed his own son in the fire, practiced sorcery and divination, and consulted mediums and
spiritists. He did great evil in the sight of the LORD, provoking Him to anger.

"Since Manasseh king of Judah has committed all these abominations, acting more wickedly than the
Amorites who preceded him, and with his idols has caused Judah to sin, this is what the LORD, the God of
Israel, says: ‘Behold, | am bringing such calamity upon Jerusalem and Judah that the news will
reverberate in the ears of all who hear it.

He walked in all the ways of his father, and he served and worshiped the idols his father had served.
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Josiah also did away with the idolatrous priests ordained by the kings of Judah to burn incense on the
high places of the cities of Judah and in the places all around Jerusalem- those who had burned incense
to Baal, to the sun and moon, to the constellations, and to all the host of heaven. He brought the Asherah
pole from the house of the LORD to the Kidron Valley outside Jerusalem, and there he burned it, ground it
to powder, and threw its dust on the graves of the common people. He also tore down the quarters of the
male shrine prostitutes that were in the house of the LORD, where the women had woven tapestries for
Asherah. Then Josiah brought all the priests from the cities of Judah and desecrated the high places,
from Geba to Beersheba, where the priests had burned incense. He tore down the high places of the gates
at the entrance of the gate of Joshua the governor of the city, which was to the left of the city gate.

Furthermore, Josiah removed the mediums and spiritists, the household gods and idols, and all the
abominations that were seen in the land of Judah and in Jerusalem. He did this to carry out the words of
the law written in the book that Hilkiah the priest had found in the house of the LORD.

So Saul died for his unfaithfulness to the LORD, because he did not keep the word of the LORD and even
consulted a medium for guidance,

For all the gods of the nations are idols, but it is the LORD who made the heavens.

And Jeroboam appointed his own priests for the high places and for the goat demons and calf idols he

had made.

He removed the foreign altars and high places, shattered the sacred pillars, and chopped down the
Asherah poles.

They abandoned the house of the LORD, the God of their fathers, and served the Asherah poles and idols.
So wrath came upon Judah and Jerusalem for this guilt of theirs.
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Since Damascus had defeated him, he sacrificed to their gods and said, "Because the gods of the kings of
Aram have helped them, | will sacrifice to them that they may help me.” But these gods were the downfall
of Ahaz and of all Israel. Then Ahaz gathered up the articles of the house of God, cut them into pieces,
shut the doors of the house of the LORD, and set up altars of his own on every street corner in Jerusalem.
In every city of Judah he built high places to offer incense to other gods, and so he provoked the LORD,
the God of his fathers.

And he did evil in the sight of the LORD by following the abominations of the nations that the LORD had
driven out before the Israelites. For he rebuilt the high places that his father Hezekiah had torn down, and
he raised up altars for the Baals and made Asherah poles. And he worshiped and served all the host of
heaven.

He sacrificed his sons in the fire in the Valley of Hinnom. He practiced sorcery, divination, and witchcraft,
and consulted mediums and spiritists. He did great evil in the sight of the LORD, provoking Him to anger.
Manasseh even took the carved image he had made and set it up in the house of God, of which God had
said to David and his son Solomon, “In this temple and in Jerusalem, which | have chosen out of all the
tribes of Israel, | will establish My Name forever.

Sorrows will multiply to those who chase other gods. | will not pour out their libations of blood, or speak
their names with my lips.

They enraged Him with their high places and provoked His jealousy with their idols. On hearing it, God was
furious and rejected Israel completely.

For all the gods of the nations are idols, but it is the LORD who made the heavens.

All worshipers of images are put to shame- those who boast in idols. Worship Him, all you gods!

They worshiped their idols, which became a snare to them. They sacrificed their sons and their daughters
to demons. They shed innocent blood- the blood of their sons and daughters, whom they sacrificed to the
idols of Canaan, and the land was polluted with blood.
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Their idols are silver and gold, made by the hands of men. They have mouths, but cannot speak; they have
eyes, but cannot see; they have ears, but cannot hear; they have noses, but cannot smell; they have
hands, but cannot feel; they have feet, but cannot walk; they cannot even clear their throats. Those who
make them become like them, as do all who trust in them.

The idols of the nations are silver and gold, made by the hands of men. They have mouths, but cannot
speak; they have eyes, but cannot see; they have ears, but cannot hear; nor is there breath in their
mouths. Those who make them become like them, as do all who trust in them.

For You have abandoned Your people, the house of Jacob, because they are filled with influences from
the east; they are soothsayers like the Philistines; they strike hands with the children of foreigners.

Their land is full of idols; they bow down to the work of their hands, to what their fingers have made.

In that day men will cast away to the moles and bats their idols of silver and gold- the idols they made to
worship.

When men tell you to consult the spirits of the dead and the spiritists who whisper and mutter, shouldn't
a people consult their God instead? Why consult the dead on behalf of the living? To the law and to the
testimony! If they do not speak according to this word, they have no light of dawn.

How you have fallen from heaven, 0 morning star, son of the dawn! You have been cut down to the
ground, 0 destroyer of nations. You said in your heart: "l will ascend to the heavens; | will raise my throne
above the stars of God. | will sit on the mount of assembly, in the far reaches of the north. | will ascend
above the tops of the clouds; | will make myself like the Most High.” But you will be brought down to
Sheol, to the lowest depths of the Pit.

Then the spirit of the Egyptians will be emptied out from among them, and | will frustrate their plans, so
that they will resort to idols and spirits of the dead, to mediums and spiritists.

HOLY WORDS OF GOD 17 - FALSE RELIGIONS



HOLY WORDS OF GOD 17 - FALSE RELIGIONS

So you will desecrate your silver-plated idols and your gold-plated images. You will throw them away like
menstrual cloths, saying to them, "Be gone!"

For on that day, every one of you will reject the idols of silver and gold that your own hands have sinfully
made.

| am the LORD; that is My name! | will not yield My glory to another or My praise to idols.

But those who trust in idols and say to molten images, 'You are our gods!" will be turned back in utter
shame.

"You are My witnesses,” declares the LORD, "and My servant whom | have chosen, so that you may
consider and believe Me and understand that | am He. Before Me no god was formed, and after Me none
will come.

Thus says the LORD, the King and Redeemer of Israel, the LORD of Hosts: "l am the first and | am the last,
and there is no God but Me.

All makers of idols are nothing, and the things they treasure are worthless. Their witnesses fail to see or
comprehend, so they are put to shame. Who fashions a god or casts an idol which profits him nothing?
Behold, all his companions will be put to shame, for the craftsmen themselves are only human. Let them
all assemble and take their stand; they will all be brought to terror and shame. The blacksmith takes a
tool and labors over the coals; he fashions an idol with hammers and forges it with his strong arms. Yet he
grows hungry and loses his strength; he fails to drink water and grows faint. The woodworker extends a
measuring line; he marks it out with a stylus; he shapes it with chisels and outlines it with a compass. He
fashions it in the likeness of man, like man in all his glory, that it may dwell in a shrine. He cuts down
cedars or retrieves a cypress or oak. He lets it grow strong among the trees of the forest. He plants a
laurel, and the rain makes it grow. It serves as fuel for man. He takes some of it to warm himself, and he
kindles a fire and bakes his bread; he even fashions it into a god and worships it; he makes an idol and
bows down to it.

HOLY WORDS OF GOD 17 - FALSE RELIGIONS



HOLY WORDS OF GOD 17 - FALSE RELIGIONS

From the rest he makes a god, his graven image. He bows down to it and worships; he prays to it and says,
"Save me, for you are my god.” They do not comprehend or discern, for He has shut their eyes so they
cannot see and closed their minds so they cannot understand.

| am the LORD, and there is no other; there is no God but Me. | will equip you for battle, though you have
not known Me,

Come, gather together, and draw near, you fugitives from the nations. Ignorant are those who carry idols
of wood and pray to a god that cannot save.

They pour out their bags of gold and weigh out silver on scales; they hire a goldsmith to fashion it into a
god, so they can bow down and worship. They lift it to their shoulder and carry it along; they set it in its
place, and there it stands, not budging from that spot. They cry out to it, but it does not answer; it saves
no one from his troubles.

So take your stand with your spells and with your many sorceries, with which you have wearied yourself
from your youth. Perhaps you will succeed; perhaps you will inspire terror! You are wearied by your many
counselors; let them come forward now and save you- your astrologers who observe the stars, who
monthly predict your fate. Surely they are like stubble; the fire will burn them up. They cannot deliver
themselves from the power of the flame. There will be no coals to warm them or fire to sit beside. This is
what they are to you- those with whom you have labored and traded from youth- each one strays in his
own direction; not one of them can save you.

Will you steal and murder, commit adultery and perjury, burn incense to Baal, and follow other gods that
you have not known, and then come and stand before Me in this house, which bears My Name, and say,
'We are delivered, so we can continue with all these abominations? Has this house, which bears My Name,
become a den of robbers in your sight? Yes, | too have seen it, declares the LORD.

The sons gather wood, the fathers light the fire, and the women knead the dough to make cakes for the
Queen of Heaven; they pour out drink offerings to other gods to provoke Me to anger.
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They will be exposed to the sun and moon, and to all the host of heaven which they have loved, served,
followed, consulted, and worshiped. Their bones will not be gathered up or buried, but will become like
dung lying on the ground.

For the customs of the peoples are worthless; they cut down a tree from the forest; it is shaped with a
chisel by the hands of a craftsman. They adorn it with silver and gold and fasten it with hammer and nails,
so that it will not totter. Like scarecrows in a cucumber patch, their idols cannot speak. They must be
carried because they cannot walk. Do not fear them, for they can do no harm, and neither can they do any
good.”

Thus you are to tell them: "These gods, who have made neither the heavens nor the earth, will perish
from this earth and from under these heavens.”

Every man is senseless and devoid of knowledge; every goldsmith is put to shame by his idols. For his
molten images are a fraud, and there is no breath in them. They are worthless, a work to be mocked. In
the time of their punishment they will perish.

These evil people, who refuse to listen to My words, who follow the stubbornness of their own hearts, and
who go after other gods to serve and worship them, they will be like this loincloth- of no use at all.

Can man make gods for himself? Such are not gods!"

because they have abandoned Me and made this a foreign place. They have burned incense in this place
to other gods that neither they nor their fathers nor the kings of Judah have ever known. They have filled
this place with the blood of the innocent. They have built high places to Baal on which to burn their
children in the fire as offerings to Baal- something | never commanded or mentioned, nor did it even
enter My mind. So behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when this place will no longer be
called Topheth or the Valley of Ben-hinnom, but the Valley of Slaughter.

The houses of Jerusalem and the houses of the kings of Judah will be defiled like that place, Topheth- all
the houses on whose rooftops they burned incense to all the host of heaven and poured out drink
offerings to other gods."
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Do not follow other gods to serve and worship them, and do not provoke Me to anger with the works of
your hands. Then | will do you no harm.’

But as for you, do not listen to your prophets, your diviners, your interpreters of dreams, your mediums,
or your sorcerers who declare, 'You will not serve the king of Babylon.' For they prophesy to you a lie that
will serve to remove you from your land; | will banish you and you will perish.

They have placed their abominations in the house that bears My Name, and so have defiled it. They have
built the high places of Baal in the Valley of Hinnom to make their sons and daughters pass through the
fire to Molech- something | never commanded them, nor had it ever entered My mind, that they should
commit such an abomination and cause Judah to sin.

Every man is senseless and devoid of knowledge; every goldsmith is put to shame by his idols. For his
molten images are a fraud, and there is no breath in them. They are worthless, a work to be mocked. In
the time of their punishment they will perish.

and tell them that this is what the Lord GOD says: Woe to the women who sew magic charms on their
wrists and make veils for the heads of people of every height, in order to ensnare their souls. Will you
ensnare the souls of My people but preserve your own?

Therefore this is what the Lord GOD says: See, | am against the magic charms with which you ensnare
souls like birds, and | will tear them from your arms. So | will free the souls you have ensnared like birds.

"Son of man, these men have set up idols in their hearts and put wicked stumbling blocks before their
faces. Should | consult with them in any way? Therefore speak to them and tell them that this is what the
Lord GOD says: 'When any Israelite sets up idols in his heart and puts a wicked stumbling block before his
face, and then comes to the prophet, | the LORD will answer him according to his great idolatry, so that |

may take hold of the hearts of the people of Israel. For because of their idols, they are all estranged from
Me.
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Therefore tell the house of Israel that this is what the Lord GOD says: 'Repent and turn away from your
idols; turn your faces away from all your abominations. For when any Israelite or any foreigner dwelling in
Israel separates himself from Me, sets up idols in his heart, and puts a wicked stumbling block before his
face, and then comes to the prophet to inquire of Me, | the LORD will answer him Myself.

For the king of Babylon stands at the fork in the road, at the junction of the two roads, to seek an omen:
He shakes the arrows, he consults the idols, he examines the liver.

Daniel answered the king, "No wise man, enchanter, medium, or magician can explain to the king the
mystery of which he inquires. But there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries, and He has made
known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will happen in the latter days. Your dream and the visions that
came into your mind as you lay on your bed were these:

When the magicians, enchanters, astrologers, and diviners came in, | told them the dream, and they could
not interpret it for me.

However, the prince of the kingdom of Persia opposed me for twenty-one days. Then Michael, one of the
chief princes, came to help me, for | had been left there with the kings of Persia.

Those who cling to worthless idols forsake His loving devotion.

| will cut the sorceries from your hand, and you will have no fortune-tellers. | will also cut off the carved
images and sacred pillars from among you, so that you will no longer bow down to the work of your own
hands. | will root out the Asherah poles from your midst and demolish your cities.

What use is an idol, that a craftsman should carve it- or an image, a teacher of lies? For its maker trusts in
his own creation; he makes idols that cannot speak. Woe to him who says to wood, '‘Awake! or to silent
stone, ‘Arise!' Can it give guidance? Behold, it is overlaid with gold and silver, yet there is no breath in it at
all.”
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"I will stretch out My hand against Judah and against all who dwell in Jerusalem. | will cut off from this
place every remnant of Baal, the names of the idolatrous and pagan priests- those who bow on the
rooftops to worship the host of heaven, those who bow down and swear by the LORD but also swear by
Milcom,

For idols speak deceit and diviners see illusions; they tell false dreams and offer empty comfort.
Therefore the people wander like sheep, oppressed for lack of a shepherd.

Judah has broken faith; an abomination has been committed in Israel and in Jerusalem. For Judah has
profaned the LORD's beloved sanctuary by marrying the daughter of a foreign god. As for the man who
does this, may the LORD cut off from the tents of Jacob everyone who is awake and aware- even if he
brings an offering to the LORD of Hosts.

And do not call anyone on earth your father, for you have one Father, who is in heaven.

Jesus replied, "Truly, truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.” "How
can a man be born when he is old?" Nicodemus asked. “Can he enter his mother's womb a second time to
be born?" Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, | tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born
of water and the Spirit. Flesh is born of flesh, but spirit is born of the Spirit. Do not be amazed that | said,
'You must be born again.’ The wind blows where it wishes. You hear its sound, but you do not know where
it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit."

For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that everyone who believes in Him shall not
perish but have eternal life. For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to
save the world through Him. Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe
has already been condemned, because he has not believed in the name of God's one and only Son.

“Truly, truly, | tell you, whoever does not enter the sheepfold by the gate, but climbs in some other way, is
a thief and a robber.

Jesus answered, ‘'l am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.
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However, when the Spirit of truth comes, He will guide you into all truth. For He will not speak on His own,
but He will speak what He hears, and He will declare to you what is to come.

Salvation exists in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must
be saved.”

Prior to that time, a man named Simon had practiced sorcery in the city and astounded the people of
Samaria. He claimed to be someone great, and all the people, from the least to the greatest, heeded his
words and said, “This man is the divine power called the Great Power.” They paid close attention to him
because he had astounded them for a long time with his sorcery. But when they believed Philip as he
preached the gospel of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men
and women. Even Simon himself believed and was baptized. He followed Philip closely and was
astounded by the great signs and miracles he observed.

They traveled through the whole island as far as Paphos, where they found a Jewish sorcerer and false
prophet named Bar-Jesus, an attendant of the proconsul, Sergius Paulus. The proconsul, a man of
intelligence, summoned Barnabas and Saul because he wanted to hear the word of God. But Elymas the
sorcerer (for that is what his name means) opposed them and tried to turn the proconsul from the faith.
Then Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked directly at Elymas and said, "0 child
of the devil and enemy of all righteousness, you are full of all kinds of deceit and trickery! Will you never
stop perverting the straight ways of the Lord? Now look, the hand of the Lord is against you, and for a
time you will be blind and unable to see the light of the sun.” Immediately mist and darkness came over
him, and he groped about, seeking someone to lead him by the hand. When the proconsul saw what had
happened, he believed, for he was astonished at the teaching about the Lord.

Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul they called Hermes, because he was the chief speaker. The priest of
Zeus, whose temple was just outside the city, brought bulls and wreaths to the city gates, hoping to offer
a sacrifice along with the crowds. But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul found out about this, they
tore their clothes and rushed into the crowd, shouting, "Men, why are you doing this? We too are only
men, human like you. We are bringing you good news that you should turn from these worthless things to
the living God, who made heaven and earth and sea and everything in them.
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One day as we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl with a spirit of divination,
who earned a large income for her masters by fortune-telling. This girl followed Paul and the rest of us,
shouting, "These men are servants of the Most High God, who are proclaiming to you the way of
salvation!” She continued this for many days. Eventually Paul grew so aggravated that he turned and said
to the spirit, “In the name of Jesus Christ | command you to come out of her!" And the spirit left her at
that very moment.

Then Paul stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said, "Men of Athens, | see that in every way you
are very religious. For as | walked around and examined your objects of worship, | even found an altar
with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. Therefore what you worship as something unknown, | now
proclaim to you. The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and
does not live in temples made by human hands. Nor is He served by human hands, as if He needed
anything, because He Himself gives everyone life and breath and everything else. From one man He
made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and He determined their appointed
times and the boundaries of their lands. God intended that they would seek Him and perhaps reach out
for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us. ‘For in Him we live and move and have our
being. As some of your own poets have said, ' We are His offspring. Therefore, being offspring of God, we
should not think that the Divine Being is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by man's skill and
imagination. Although God overlooked the ignorance of earlier times, He now commands all people
everywhere to repent.

And a number of those who had practiced magic arts brought their books and burned them in front of
everyone. When the value of the books was calculated, the total came to fifty thousand drachmas.

Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for
images of mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles.

They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the
Creator, who is forever worthy of praise! Amen.

So about eating food sacrificed to idols: We know that an idol is nothing at all in the world, and that there
is no God but one. For even if there are so-called gods, whether in heaven or on earth (as there are many
so-called gods and lords),
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Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry.

Am | suggesting, then, that food sacrificed to an idol is anything, or that an idol is anything? No, but the
sacrifices of pagans are offered to demons, not to God. And | do not want you to be participants with
demons. You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons too; you cannot partake in the
table of the Lord and the table of demons too. Are we trying to provoke the Lord to jealousy? Are we
stronger than He?

You know that when you were pagans, you were influenced and led astray to mute idols. Therefore |
inform you that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, "Jesus be cursed,” and no one can say,
"Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.

What harmony is there between Christ and Belial? Or what does a believer have in common with an
unbeliever? What agreement can exist between the temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of
the living God. As God has said: "I will dwell with them and walk among them, and | will be their God, and
they will be My people.”

For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, masquerading as apostles of Christ. And no wonder,
for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light.

| am amazed how quickly you are deserting the One who called you by the grace of Christ and are turning
to a different gospel- which is not even a gospel. Evidently some people are troubling you and trying to
distort the gospel of Christ. But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel contrary to
the one we preached to you, let him be under a curse! As we have said before, so now | say again: If
anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to the one you received, let him be under a curse!

For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,

Now the Spirit expressly states that in later times some will abandon the faith to follow deceitful spirits
and the teachings of demons,
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Just as man is appointed to die once, and after that to face judgment,

You believe that God is one. Good for you! Even the demons believe that- and shudder.

Who is the liar, if it is not the one who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, who denies
the Father and the Son. Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father, but whoever confesses the
Son has the Father as well.

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God. For many false
prophets have gone out into the world. By this you will know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses
that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not
from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and which is already in the
world at this time.

We are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does not listen to us. That is
how we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of deception.

Little children, keep yourselves from idols.

Anyone who runs ahead without remaining in the teaching of Christ does not have God. Whoever remains
in His teaching has both the Father and the Son. If anyone comes to you but does not bring this teaching,
do not receive him into your home or even greet him. Whoever greets such a person shares in his evil

deeds.

Now the rest of mankind who were not killed by these plagues still did not repent of the works of their
hands. They did not stop worshiping demons and idols of gold, silver, bronze, stone, and wood, which

cannot see or hear or walk. Furthermore, they did not repent of their murder, sorcery, sexual immorality,
and theft.

And the great dragon was hurled down- that ancient serpent called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of
the whole world. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him.
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They worshiped the dragon who had given authority to the beast, and they worshiped the beast, saying,
"Who is like the beast, and who can wage war against it?"

The second beast was permitted to give breath to the image of the first beast, so that the image could
speak and cause all who refused to worship it to be killed. And the second beast required all people small
and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on their right hand or on their forehead, so that
no one could buy or sell unless he had the mark- the name of the beast or the number of its name. Here
is a call for wisdom: Let the one who has insight calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of
a man, and that number is 666.

And a third angel followed them, calling out in a loud voice, “If anyone worships the beast and its image,
and receives its mark on his forehead or on his hand, he too will drink the wine of God's anger, poured
undiluted into the cup of His wrath. And he will be tormented in fire and sulfur in the presence of the holy
angels and of the Lamb. And the smoke of their torment rises forever and ever. Day and night there is no
rest for those who worship the beast and its image, or for anyone who receives the mark of its name.”

The woman was dressed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls. She
held in her hand a golden cup full of abominations and the impurities of her sexual immorality. And on
her forehead a mysterious name was written: BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF PROSTITUTES AND

OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. | could see that the woman was drunk with the blood of the
saints and witnesses for Jesus. And | was utterly amazed at the sight of her.

"The light of a lamp will never shine in you again, and the voices of a bride and bridegroom will never call
out in you again. For your merchants were the great ones of the earth, because all the nations were
deceived by your sorcery.”

"But to the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and murderers and sexually immoral and sorcerers
and idolaters and all liars, their place will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur. This is the second

death.”

Total number of passages: 176

HOLY WORDS OF GOD 17 - FALSE RELIGIONS



