| HOLY WORDS OF GOD

.‘ | 16 - FOOD SACRIFICED TO IDOLS

® These are the holy words of God Almighty.
We are not interested in the words of humans.
For anybody who loves God... this is what God says about: FOOD SACRIFICED TO IDOLS.

Top 3 Most Significant Verses

No, but the sacrifices of pagans are offered to demons, not to God. And | do not want
you to be participants with demons. You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup
of demons too; you cannot partake in the table of the Lord and the table of demons
too. Are we trying to provoke the Lord to jealousy? Are we stronger than He?

For if someone with a weak conscience sees you who are well informed eating in an
idol's temple, will he not be encouraged to eat food sacrificed to idols? So this weak
brother, for whom Christ died, is destroyed by your knowledge. By sinning against
your brothers in this way and wounding their weak conscience, you sin against Christ.
Therefore, if what | eat causes my brother to stumble, | will never eat meat again, so
that | will not cause him to stumble.

But I have this against you: You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a
prophetess. By her teaching she misleads My servants to be sexually immoral and to
eat food sacrificed to idols.
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Every Verse In Canonical Order - 67 passages

So Jacob told his household and all who were with him, “Get rid of the foreign gods that are among you.
Purify yourselves and change your garments.”

You shall have no other gods before Me. You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in
the heavens above, on the earth below, or in the waters beneath. You shall not bow down to them or
worship them; for |, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on their
children to the third and fourth generations of those who hate Me,

Pay close attention to everything | have said to you. You must not invoke the names of other gods; they
must not be heard on your lips.

Rather, you must tear down their altars, smash their sacred stones, and chop down their Asherah poles.
For you must not worship any other god, for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God. Do not
make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land, for when they prostitute themselves to their gods and
sacrifice to them, they will invite you, and you will eat their sacrifices. And when you take some of their
daughters as brides for your sons, their daughters will prostitute themselves to their gods and cause your
sons to do the same.

Do not turn to idols or make for yourselves molten gods. | am the LORD your God.

You shall have no other gods before Me. You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in
the heavens above, on the earth below, or in the waters beneath. You shall not bow down to them or
worship them; for |, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on their
children to the third and fourth generations of those who hate Me,

and when the LORD your God has delivered them over to you to defeat them, then you must devote them
to complete destruction. Make no treaty with them and show them no mercy. Do not intermarry with
them. Do not give your daughters to their sons or take their daughters for your sons, because they will
turn your sons away from following Me to serve other gods. Then the anger of the LORD will burn against
you, and He will swiftly destroy you. Instead, this is what you are to do to them: tear down their altars,
smash their sacred pillars, cut down their Asherah poles, and burn their idols in the fire.
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You must burn up the images of their gods; do not covet the silver and gold that is on them or take it for
yourselves, or you will be ensnared by it; for it is detestable to the LORD your God. And you must not bring
any detestable thing into your house, or you, like it, will be set apart for destruction. You are to utterly
detest and abhor it, because it is set apart for destruction.

If you ever forget the LORD your God and go after other gods to worship and bow down to them, | testify
against you today that you will surely perish. Like the nations that the LORD has destroyed before you, so
you will perish if you do not obey the LORD your God.

See that you do everything | command you; do not add to it or subtract from it.

They provoked His jealousy with foreign gods; they enraged Him with abominations. They sacrificed to
demons, not to God, to gods they had not known, to newly arrived gods, which your fathers did not fear.

But Samuel declared: "Does the LORD delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as in obedience to
His voice? Behold, obedience is better than sacrifice, and attentiveness is better than the fat of rams. For
rebellion is like the sin of divination, and arrogance is like the wickedness of idolatry. Because you have
rejected the word of the LORD, He has rejected you as king."

They brought out the sacred pillar of the temple of Baal and burned it. They also demolished the sacred
pillar of Baal. Then they tore down the temple of Baal and made it into a latrine, which it is to this day.

For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; He is to be feared above all gods. For all the gods of the
nations are idols, but it is the LORD who made the heavens.

Since Damascus had defeated him, he sacrificed to their gods and said, "Because the gods of the kings of
Aram have helped them, | will sacrifice to them that they may help me.” But these gods were the downfall
of Ahaz and of all Israel.

For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; He is to be feared above all gods. For all the gods of the
nations are idols, but it is the LORD who made the heavens.
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Their idols are silver and gold, made by the hands of men. They have mouths, but cannot speak; they have
eyes, but cannot see; they have ears, but cannot hear; they have noses, but cannot smell; they have
hands, but cannot feel; they have feet, but cannot walk; they cannot even clear their throats. Those who
make them become like them, as do all who trust in them.

The idols of the nations are silver and gold, made by the hands of men. They have mouths, but cannot
speak; they have eyes, but cannot see; they have ears, but cannot hear; nor is there breath in their
mouths. Those who make them become like them, as do all who trust in them.

For on that day, every one of you will reject the idols of silver and gold that your own hands have sinfully
made.

They have cast their gods into the fire and destroyed them, for they were not gods, but only wood and
stone- the work of human hands.

| am the LORD; that is My name! | will not yield My glory to another or My praise to idols.

But those who trust in idols and say to molten images, 'You are our gods!" will be turned back in utter
shame.

| will pronounce My judgments against them for all their wickedness, because they have forsaken Me to
burn incense to other gods and to worship the works of their own hands.

The sons gather wood, the fathers light the fire, and the women knead the dough to make cakes for the
Queen of Heaven; they pour out drink offerings to other gods to provoke Me to anger. But am | the One
they are provoking? declares the LORD. Is it not themselves they spite, to their own shame? Therefore
this is what the Lord GOD says: Behold, My anger and My fury will be poured out on this place, on man and
beast, on the trees of the field and the produce of the land, and it will burn and not be extinguished.
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Every man is senseless and devoid of knowledge; every goldsmith is put to shame by his idols. For his
molten images are a fraud, and there is no breath in them. They are worthless, a work to be mocked. In
the time of their punishment they will perish.

saying, Hear the word of the LORD, O kings of Judah and residents of Jerusalem. This is what the LORD of
Hosts, the God of Israel, says: | am going to bring such disaster on this place that the ears of all who hear
of it will ring, because they have abandoned Me and made this a foreign place. They have burned incense
in this place to other gods that neither they nor their fathers nor the kings of Judah have ever known.
They have filled this place with the blood of the innocent.

The houses of Jerusalem and the houses of the kings of Judah will be defiled like that place, Topheth- all
the houses on whose rooftops they burned incense to all the host of heaven and poured out drink
offerings to other gods.”

Then all the men who knew that their wives were burning incense to other gods, and all the women
standing by- a great assembly- along with all the people living in the land of Egypt and in Pathros, said to
Jeremiah, "As for the word you have spoken to us in the name of the LORD, we will not listen to you!
Instead, we will do everything we vowed to do: We will burn incense to the Queen of Heaven and offer
drink offerings to her, just as we, our fathers, our kings, and our officials did in the cities of Judah and in
the streets of Jerusalem. At that time we had plenty of food and good things, and we saw no disaster. But
from the time we stopped burning incense to the Queen of Heaven and pouring out drink offerings to her,
we have lacked everything and have been perishing by sword and famine.” "Moreover," said the women,
"when we burned incense to the Queen of Heaven and poured out drink offerings to her, was it without
our husbands’ knowledge that we made sacrificial cakes in her image and poured out drink offerings to
her?”

So the LORD could no longer endure the evil deeds and detestable acts you committed, and your land
became a desolation, a horror, and an object of cursing, without inhabitant, as it is this day. Because you
burned incense and sinned against the LORD, and did not obey the voice of the LORD or walk in His
instruction, His statutes, and His testimonies, this disaster has befallen you, as you see today."

Every man is senseless and devoid of knowledge; every goldsmith is put to shame by his idols. For his
molten images are a fraud, and there is no breath in them. They are worthless, a work to be mocked. In
the time of their punishment they will perish.
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Instead, you have exalted yourself against the Lord of heaven. The vessels from His house were brought
to you, and as you drank wine from them with your nobles, wives, and concubines, you praised your gods
of silver and gold, bronze and iron, wood and stone, which cannot see or hear or understand. But you
have failed to glorify the God who holds in His hand your very breath and all your ways.

They set up kings, but not by Me. They make princes, but without My approval. With their silver and gold
they make themselves idols, to their own destruction.

But the more | called Israel, the Farther they departed from Me. They sacrificed to the Baals and burned
incense to carved images.

What use is an idol, that a craftsman should carve it- or an image, a teacher of lies? For its maker trusts in
his own creation; he makes idols that cannot speak.

Do not think that | have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets. | have not come to abolish them, but to
fulfill them. For I tell you truly, until heaven and earth pass away, not a single jot, not a stroke of a pen,
will disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. So then, whoever breaks one of the least of
these commandments and teaches others to do likewise will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but
whoever practices and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.

"Are you still so dull?” He asked. “ Do you not understand? Nothing that enters a man from the outside can
defile him, because it does not enter his heart, but it goes into the stomach and then is eliminated.” (Thus
all foods are clean.)

Whoever is faithful with very little will also be faithful with much, and whoever is dishonest with very
little will also be dishonest with much.

No servant can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to
the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money."
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The priest of Zeus, whose temple was just outside the city, brought bulls and wreaths to the city gates,
hoping to offer a sacrifice along with the crowds. But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul found out
about this, they tore their clothes and rushed into the crowd, shouting, “Men, why are you doing this? We
too are only men, human like you. We are bringing you good news that you should turn from these
worthless things to the living God, who made heaven and earth and sea and everything in them.

Instead, we should write and tell them to abstain from food polluted by idols, from sexual immorality,
from the meat of strangled animals, and from blood.

It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us not to burden you with anything beyond these essential
requirements: You must abstain from food sacrificed to idols, from blood, from the meat of strangled
animals, and from sexual immorality. You will do well to avoid these things. Farewell.

While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was deeply disturbed in his spirit to see that the city was
full of idols.

Therefore, being offspring of God, we should not think that the Divine Being is like gold or silver or stone,
an image formed by man's skill and imagination. Although God overlooked the ignorance of earlier times,
He now commands all people everywhere to repent. For He has set a day when He will judge the world
with justice by the Man He has appointed. He has given proof of this to everyone by raising Him from the

dead.”

As for the Gentile believers, we have written to them our decision that they must abstain from food
sacrificed to idols, from blood, from the meat of strangled animals, and from sexual immorality.” So the
next day Paul took the men and purified himself along with them. Then he entered the temple to give
notice of the date when their purification would be complete and the offering would be made for each of
them.

Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for
images of mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles.
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Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on his opinions. For one person has faith to eat
all things, while another, who is weak, eats only vegetables.

Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have received from
God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore glorify God with your body.

Now about food sacrificed to idols: We know that we all have knowledge. Knowledge puffs up, but love
builds up. The one who thinks he knows something does not yet know as he ought to know. But the one
who loves God is known by God.

So about eating food sacrificed to idols: We know that an idol is nothing at all in the world, and that there
is no God but one. For even if there are so-called gods, whether in heaven or on earth (as there are many
so-called gods and lords), yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom all things came and for
whom we exist. And there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all things came and through
whom we exist.

But not everyone has this knowledge. Some people are still so accustomed to idols that they eat such
food as if it were sacrificed to an idol. And since their conscience is weak, it is defiled. But food does not
bring us closer to God: We are no worse if we do not eat, and no better if we do. Be careful, however, that
your freedom does not become a stumbling block to the weak. For if someone with a weak conscience
sees you who are well informed eating in an idol's temple, will he not be encouraged to eat food sacrificed
to idols? So this weak brother, for whom Christ died, is destroyed by your knowledge. By sinning against
your brothers in this way and wounding their weak conscience, you sin against Christ. Therefore, if what |
eat causes my brother to stumble, | will never eat meat again, so that | will not cause him to stumble.

Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry. | speak to reasonable people; judge for yourselves what | say.

Consider the people of Israel: Are not those who eat the sacrifices fellow partakers in the altar? Am |
suggesting, then, that food sacrificed to an idol is anything, or that an idol is anything? No, but the
sacrifices of pagans are offered to demons, not to God. And | do not want you to be participants with
demons. You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons too; you cannot partake in the
table of the Lord and the table of demons too. Are we trying to provoke the Lord to jealousy? Are we
stronger than He?
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"Everything is permissible,” but not everything is beneficial. "Everything is permissible,” but not
everything is edifying. No one should seek his own good, but the good of others. Eat anything sold in the
meat market without raising questions of conscience, for, "The earth is the Lord's, and the fullness
thereof.” If an unbeliever invites you to a meal and you want to go, eat anything set before you without
raising questions of conscience. But if someone tells you, "This food was offered to idols,” then do not eat
it, for the sake of the one who told you and for the sake of conscience- the other one’s conscience, |
mean, not your own. For why should my freedom be determined by someone else’s conscience? If |
partake in the meal with thankfulness, why am | denounced because of that for which | give thanks?

So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all to the glory of God. Do not become a stumbling
block, whether to Jews or Greeks or the church of God- as | also try to please everyone in all | do. For | am
not seeking my own good, but the good of many, that they may be saved.

Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership can righteousness have with
wickedness? Or what fellowship does light have with darkness? What harmony is there between Christ
and Belial? Or what does a believer have in common with an unbeliever? What agreement can exist
between the temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of the living God. As God has said: “l will
dwell with them and walk among them, and | will be their God, and they will be My people.” “Therefore
come out from among them and be separate, says the Lord. Touch no unclean thing, and | will receive
you.

Therefore let no one judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a feast, a New Moon, or a
Sabbath. These are a shadow of the things to come, but the body that casts it belongs to Christ.

If you have died with Christ to the spiritual forces of the world, why, as though you still belonged to the
world, do you submit to its regulations: "Do not handle, do not taste, do not touch!"? These will all perish
with use, because they are based on human commands and teachings. Such restrictions indeed have an
appearance of wisdom, with their self-prescribed worship, their false humility, and their harsh treatment
of the body; but they are of no value against the indulgence of the flesh.

For they themselves report what kind of welcome you gave us, and how you turned to God from idols to
serve the living and true God
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Now the Spirit expressly states that in later times some will abandon the faith to follow deceitful spirits
and the teachings of demons, influenced by the hypocrisy of liars, whose consciences are seared with a
hot iron. They will prohibit marriage and require abstinence from certain foods that God has created to be
received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth. For every creation of God is good,
and nothing that is received with thanksgiving should be rejected, because it is sanctified by the word of
God and prayer.

Be doers of the word, and not hearers only. Otherwise, you are deceiving yourselves. For anyone who
hears the word but does not carry it out is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror, and after observing
himself goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like.

Everyone who practices sin practices lawlessness as well. Indeed, sin is lawlessness.

Little children, keep yourselves from idols.

Anyone who runs ahead without remaining in the teaching of Christ does not have God. Whoever remains
in His teaching has both the Father and the Son. If anyone comes to you but does not bring this teaching,
do not receive him into your home or even greet him. Whoever greets such a person shares in his evil

deeds.

But | have a few things against you, because some of you hold to the teaching of Balaam, who taught
Balak to place a stumbling block before the Israelites so they would eat food sacrificed to idols and
commit sexual immorality.

But | have this against you: You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess. By her
teaching she misleads My servants to be sexually immoral and to eat food sacrificed to idols. Even though
| have given her time to repent of her immorality, she is unwilling. Behold, | will cast her onto a bed of
sickness, and those who commit adultery with her will suffer great tribulation unless they repent of her
deeds. Then | will strike her children dead, and all the churches will know that | am the One who searches
minds and hearts, and | will repay each of you according to your deeds.
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Now the rest of mankind who were not killed by these plagues still did not repent of the works of their
hands. They did not stop worshiping demons and idols of gold, silver, bronze, stone, and wood, which
cannot see or hear or walk.

"But to the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and murderers and sexually immoral and sorcerers
and idolaters and all liars, their place will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur. This is the second
death.”

Total number of passages: 67
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